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PREFACE 


AMONG  the  many  gratifying  and  characteristic  fea- 
tures of  the  present  age,  one  of  the  most  pleasing  has 
been  the  unprecedented  encouragement  of  that  class  of 
literary  and  artistic  productions,  in  which  the  pen  of  the 
historian  and  the  pencil  of  the  draughtsman  combine  to 
produce  pleasure  and  instruction.  And,  amid  the  varied 
efforts  made,  at  once  to  gratify  and  to  stimulate  this 
rapidly  growing  taste,  none  have  been  more  successful 
than  the  production  of  illustrated  works  as  Guides  to 
the  Tourist  and  Valetudinarian,  in  a  search  after  health 
or  pleasure  among  the  places  of  public  resort. 

As  one  of  those  who  have  laboured  to  keep  pace  with 
the  "  spirit  of  the  age,"  and  with  the  view  of  promoting 
that  ardent  love  of  the  beautiful  so  generally  manifested, 
the  Proprietor  originally  produced  this  work,  confidently 
relying  upon  the  beauty  and  correctness  of  its  designs, 
the  accuracy  and  spirit  of  its  descriptions,  and  the  su- 
perior excellence  of  its  general  execution,  to  substantiate 
its  claims  upon  a  discerning  public.  The  unparalleled  suc- 
cess with  which  his  efforts  have  been  rewarded,  during 
the  period  that  has  elapsed  since  its  first  publication,  has 
more  than  realized  his  brightest  hopes;  and  he  has  en- 
deavoured to  prove  himself  worthy  of  the  encouragement 
he  has  received,  by  constantly  introducing  into  the  pages 
of  his  volume  notices  of  such  changes  as  have  been  con- 
tinually taking  place,  and  making  such  additions  to 
his  numerous  illustrations  as  the  growing  interest  attach- 
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ing  to  various  parts  of  the  island  has  demanded.  By 
these  means  he  has  succeeded  in  upholding  the  character 
of  his  production,  and  "  Barber's  Picturesque  Illustra- 
tions" has  continued  to  be  regarded  as  the  guide  for  the 
thousands  who  annually  resort  to  the  island  for  health  or 
recreation  ;  but  now  that  the  completion  of  the  railway 
from  the  great  Metropolis  to  Southampton  and  Gosport 
has  rendered  the  transit  more  pleasant  and  expeditious, 
he  feels  that  an  additional  effort  is  requisite  on  his  part 
in  order  to  provide  the  increasing  number  of  visitors  with 
a  pleasing  and  instructive  guide  to  the  beauties  of  the 
island  where  they  make  their  temporary  abode,  and  has 
therefore  prepared  this  New  Edition,  with  every  altera- 
tion and  improvement  necessary  to  render  it  applicable 
to  the  present  time. 

The  knowledge  that  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  has 
selected  the  Isle  of  Wight  as  a  place  of  summer  residence, 
must  give  additional  interest  to  this  healthful  and  at- 
tractive resort;  and  has  stimulated  the  Proprietor  to 
greatly  increased  efforts  in  the  production  of  this  Edition. 

That  the  island,  to  the  illustration  of  which  this  work 
is  devoted,  may  long  be  favoured  by  the  selection  of  our 
August  Sovereign,  and  that  its  glowing  beauties  may 
continue  to  charm,  while  its  invigorating  breezes  secure 
uninterrupted  health  to  Her  Majesty,  her  Illustrious 
Consort,  and  their  family,  must  be  the  heartfelt  prayer 
of  all  Her  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  but  of 
none  more  than  her  most  faithful  and  devoted  servant, 

THE  PROPRIETOK. 
LONDON,  1845. 

The  present  edition  has  been  again  carefully  revised, 
three  new  plates  added,  and  such  additions  made  as 
the  changes  which  have  taken  place  within  the  last  few 
years  render  necessary. 

HENRY  G.  BOHN. 

YORK  STREET,  1850. 
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PICTURESQUE  ILLUSTRATIONS 

OP 

THE  ISLE    OF  WIGHT, 


CHAPTER  I. 
BRIEF  GENERAL  VIEW  OF  THE  ISLAND. 

1.  Situation,  Extent,  Soil,  and  Climate — 2.  History. — 3.  Natural  and 
Artificial  Divisions. — 4.  Population,  and  Representation  in  Parliament. 

1.  SITUATION,  EXTENT,  SOIL,  CLIMATE. 

THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT  is  situated  in  the  English  Channel, 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  main-land  of  Hampshire,  of 
which  county  it  has  been  commonly  reckoned  a  part. 
The  channel,  which  divides  it  from  the  grand  line  of  our 
southern  coast,  varies  in  width  from  two  to  six  miles, 
and  bears  the  appellation  of  the  Solent  Sea.  The  form 
of  the  island  is  irregular,  but  bears  a  rude  resemblance 
to  that  of  the  heraldic  lozenge. 

In  circumference,  this  far-famed  and  delightful 

"  Gem,  set  in  the  silver  sea," 

may  be  about  seventy-five  miles ;  less,  certainly,  rather 
than  more.  Its  extreme  length,  from  east  to  west  (or 
from  the  Foreland  to  the  Needles),  is  about  twenty-three 
miles ;  its  greatest  breadth,  from  north  to  south  (or  from 
the  town  of  Cowes  to  St.  Catherine's  Point),  rather  ex- 
ceeds thirteen  miles.  Its  superficial  contents  are  esti- 
mated at  105,000  acres:  of  which  75,000  may  be 
reckoned  as  under  tillage,  20,000  as  devoted  to  pasture, 
and  the  remainder  as  waste  land. 

The  soil,  if  treated  with  reference  to  the  geology  of  the 


island,  would  be  found  to  open  a  field  of  investigation  not 
a  little  curious  to  the  scientific  inquirer.  The  reader, 
attached  to  such  pursuits,  will  find  all  the  information 
he  requires  in  Dr.  MantelPs  elegant  and  interesting 
volume  on  the  Geology  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.*  Here, 
it  will  be  suflicient  to  notice,  that  the  Isle  of  Wight 
preseiits  both  numerous  and  peculiar  advantages  for  the 
study  of  its  geological  conformation.  At,  and  near  the 
surface,  a  strong  productive  loam  is  commonly  prevalent, 
except  in  the  more  northern  parts,  where  a  cold  stiff  clay 
abounds  beyond  the  wishes  of  the  agriculturist.  The 
crops  consist  of  the  various  sorts  of  grain  mostly  grown 
on  the  main-land;  to  which  may  be  added,  potatoes, 
turnips,  beans,  peas,  mangel-wurzel,  &c.  Flour  is  ex- 
ported to  a  considerable  extent  annually;  and  the  meadows 
produce,  upon  an  average,  two  tons  of  hay  per  acre.  The 
manures  are  sea-weed,  marl,  and  especially  lime ;  the 
latter  being  readily  obtained  from  a  chain  of  calcareous 
hills  which  traverse  the  centre  of  the  island  from  east 
to  west,  and  afford  pasturage  besides  for  numerous  flocks 
of  sheep,  which  are  in  repute  both  for  the  fineness  of  their 
wool,  and  the  lambs  which  they  furnish  in  great  numbers 
for  the  London  market.  Formerly,  timber  is  said  to  have 
been  so  plentiful,  that  a  squirrel  might  travel  for  leagues 
by  leaping  from  the  branches :  the  vicinity  of  Portsmouth 
dock-yard  will  sufficiently  account  for  the  fact,  that  the 
isle  is  now  comparatively  shorn  of  its  forest  honors, 
though  a  great  variety  of  most  beautiful  foliage  still 
adorns  the  scenery,  and  the  stately  elm,  in  particular, 
luxuriates  in  the  common  hedge-rows.  The  utmost  di- 
versity of  elevation  pervades  the  surface ;  a  circumstance 
that,  added  to  its  sylvan  richness,  and  the  beauty  of  the 
verdure,  greatly  tends  to  produce  those  attractions  that 
all  so  greatly  admire.  Besides  which,  the  two  sides  of 
the  island  present  each  a  peculiar  character,  as  distinct, 
and  as  strongly  opposed,  as  their  aspects.  The  northern 

*  In  one  vol.  12mo.  with  nearly  200  plates,  published  at  10*  6rf. 


side  is  marked  by  all  that  is  rich,  lovely,  and  picturesque : 
the  southern,  commonly  called  the  back  of  the  island, 
abounds  in  bold  wild  rocks,  precipitous  projections, 
ravines,  fearful  chasms,  and  other  features  of  the  im- 
posing, and  even  of  the  sublime.  In  parts,  it  is  true, 
these  opposite  characters  are  greatly  mingled;  a  cir- 
cumstance that  only  adds  to  the  effect  produced  upon 
the  observer,  and,  together  with  the  constant  alternation 
of  marine  and  land  views,  contributes  still  more  power- 
fully to  distinguish  the  Isle  of  Wight  as  the  "  GARDEN 
OF  ENGLAND." 

The  climate  is  well  known  to  be  as  pure,  mild,  and 
salubrious,  as  the  face  of  the  country  is  beautiful.  Its 
softness  and  warmth,  as  compared  with  that  of  England 
in  general,  are  proved  by  the  luxuriant  growth,  in  the 
open  air,  of  the  myrtle,  geranium,  and  other  trees  and 
shrubs,  which  commonly  nourish,  so  exposed,  only  in 
more  southern  latitudes.  Evergreens  of  great  size  and 
beauty,  over  which  winters  pass  without  appearing  to 
affect  their  foliage  or  vigour,  also  constitute  a  prominent 
feature  of  the  island.  In  every  point  of  view,  the  Isle 
of  Wight  may  be  recommended  as  a  fit  place  of  residence, 
during  the  whole  year,  to  invalids.  For,  the  variety 
which  it  presents,  in  elevation,  aspect,  and  local  circum- 
stances, renders  the  temperature  of  the  air,  and  the  com- 
parative dryness  and  humidity,  as  various;  and,  while 
no  portion  of  its  surface  can  be  considered  injurious  in 
these  particulars,  there  is  that  difference  of  atmospheric 
tone,  in  different  places,  which  makes  one  spot  as  felici- 
tously adapted  to  the  winter,  as  some  other  to  the  summer 
sojourner.  To  give  the  names  of  such  places,  at  present 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  plan  of  our  work.  It 
will  suffice  to  say  (what,  indeed,  will  be  generally  sur- 
mised), that  the  northern  division  of  the  isle  contains 
the  greater  number  of  delightful  summer  retreats,  and 
the  southern  division  the  majority  of  exceedingly  pleasant 
winter  ones. 


2.    HISTORY. 


In  historical  particulars,  we  shall  be  as  brief  as  any 
degree  of  justice  to  the  subject  will  permit.  Lengthened 
details,  especially  in  matters  relating  rather  to  the 
history  of  South  Britain  in  general,  are  as  foreign  to  the 
character  of  the  work  in  hand,  as  they  would  be  uncared 
for  by  most  readers  of  an  illustrative  guide  to  the  lovely 
isle,  whose  amenities  and  beauties,  as  they  now  exist, 
we  are  far  more  intent  upon  depicting. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  is  plausibly  supposed,  by  the  learned, 
though  somewhat  too  fanciful  Whittaker,  (author  of  the 
"History  of  Manchester/')  to  have  been  the  Insula 
Vectis  of  the  Romans ;  and  he  conjectures  that  appella- 
tion to  have  been  derived  from  Guith,  or  Guict,  the 
name  applied  to  it  by  the  British  aborigines,  and  signi- 
fying the  divorced  or  separated,  in  allusion,  no  doubt,  to 
an  imagined  disruption  of  the  island,  at  some  unknown 
period,  from  the  main-land  of  England.  The  imperial 
conquerors  left  no  marks,  that  we  can  now  trace,  of 
their  occupation  here,  if  we  except  a  few  coins,  which 
were  dug  up,  between  sixty  and  seventy  years  since^ 
near  Carisbrook  Castle,  a  building  that,  tradition  says, 
marks  the  site  of  a  Roman  fortress. 

The  Saxons  are  related  to  have  obtained  possession 
of  the  island,  after  a  vigorous  opposition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, which  exposed  them  to  no  common  calamities, 
about  A.D.  530.  Its  new  masters  so  frequently  quar- 
relled among  themselves,  and  the  dominant  Saxon  tribe 
was  in  consequence  so  often  changed,  that  the  unhappy 
Wihtlanders,  as  they  were  now  called,  enjoyed  few 
intervals  of  repose  from  spoil  and  slaughter;  until  at 
length  their  miseries  were  made  complete  by  the  re- 
morseless Danes ;  whose  attacks,  characterised  by  con- 
flagration and  unpitying  bloodshed,  extended  from  the 
year  787  to  the  Norman  conquest.  The  conqueror  gave 
the  island  to  his  kinsman  William  Fitz-Osborne,  one  of 


his  most  powerful  followers,  in  return  for  his  having 
subjugated  it,  and  created  him  lord  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
The  lordship  was  then  held  by  a  succession  of  Norman 
barons,  during  whose  supremacy  the  French  became 
troublesome  by  their  predatory  incursions.     Many  of 
these  were  successfully  resisted;    but  still,  from  the 
thirteenth  to  the  seventeenth  century,  the  wars  with 
France  gave  occasion  to  such  frequent  visits  of  the  enemy, 
that  a  constant  sense  of  insecurity  possessed  the  inhabi- 
tants; and  numerous  landholders,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
III.,  left  their  estates,  until  that  monarch's  threat  of 
confiscation  compelled  them  to  return.      The  most  re- 
markable historic  fact,    connected  with  the  Norman 
period,  perhaps  is,  that  King  John  chose  the  isle  for  his 
place  of  retirement  after  the  signature  of  Magna  Charta, 
and  while  brooding  over  schemes  of  vengeance  for  the 
compliances  extorted  from  him  :  a  line  of  conduct,  that, 
from  its  singularity,  attracted  much  observation,  and 
the  derision  of  some,  who  affected  to  believe  that  he  had 
turned  merchant,  or  fisherman,   or,  as  was   more  ob- 
scurely hinted,  pirate.     The  lordship  was  alienated  to 
the  crown,  for  the  inconsiderable  sum  of  6000  marks,  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  I. ;  and,  though  the  validity  of  the 
alienation  was  disputed  in  parliament,  on  the  ground  of 
undue  influence  having  been  exercised,the  point  was  ulti- 
mately decided  in  the  king's  favour.     Henry  VI.  created 
Beauchamp,  earl  of  Warwick,  king  of  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
crowning  him  with  his  own  hands,  in  1445 ;  but  the 
royal  title  was  not  afterwards  continued.     The  last  lord 
was  Richard  Widville,  earl  of  Rivers,  who,  incurring  the 
enmity  of  the  tyrannical  Richard  III.,  was  beheaded  by 
him,  without  so  much  as  a  trial,  in  1483.     Sir  Edward 
Widville,  brother  to  the  late  earl,  became  captain  of  the 
isle  upon  the  accession  of  Henry  VII. ;  and  his  succes- 
sors, many  of  whom    were  persons  of  eminence,  bore 
the  same  title  for  a  considerable  period.     Henry  VIII. 
made  the  island  the  site  of  several  of  those  castles  which 
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he  erected  along  his  coasts,  for  their  protection  against 
foreign  attacks.  At  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars 
of  the  seventeeth  century,  Jerome,  earl  of  Portland,  was 
captain,  but  was  displaced,  and  the  earl  of  Pembroke 
appointed  governor  for  the  parliament  in  his  stead.  His 
successor  was  colonel  Hammond,  the  parliamentary  of- 
ficer, under  whose  government  Charles  I.  was  for  some 
time  a  prisoner  in  Carisbrook  Castle.  From  that  to  the 
existing  period,  no  event  of  importance  has  distinguished 
the  history  of  the  isle  from  that  of  England  at  large  : 
the  most  remarkable  facts  in  its  annals  being  the  suc- 
cession of  its  governors,  whose  appointment  by  the  crown 
has  continued  to  this  day  ;  the  present  possessor  of  the 
the  office  being  lord  Heytesbury,  who  succeeded  to  it 
in  3842. 

The  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  island  presents  no 
subject  for  remark.     It  is  a  part  of  the  see  of  Winchester. 

3.  NATURAL  AND  ARTIFICIAL  DIVISIONS 

The  natural  division  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  into  north 
and  south,  by  a  nearly  centrical  chain  of  hills,  or  downs, 
has  been  already  alluded  to.  These  downs  stretch  from 
Bembridge  to  the  Needles,  or  entirely  across  the  island. 
But  the  division  most  commonly  referred  to,  is  that 
created  by  the  river  Medina,  which,  rising  at  the  foot  of 
St.  Catherine's  Down,  and  falling  into  the  Solent  at 
Cowes,  parts  the  isle  into  hundreds,  of  pretty  equal  size, 
which  are  called  respectively  the  East  and  West  Medine. 
There  are  two  other  rivers,  each  of  small  size  :  namely, 
the  Yar,  which  rises  near  Freshwater  Gate,  and  falls  into 
the  sea  at  Yarmouth ;  and  the  Wootton  river,  taking 
name  from  the  village  of  Wootton,  to  which,  for  small 
vessels,  it  is  navigable.  The  hundreds  are  subdivided 
into  thirty  parishes,  of  which  the  East  Medine  contains 
fourteen,  and  the  West  Medine  sixteen.  Their  names 
are  as  follow : — EAST  MEDINE  :  Brading,  St.  Helen's, 
Yaverland,  Shanklin,  Bonchurch,  Newchurch,  St.  Law- 


rence,  Whitivell,  Niton,  Godshill,  Arreton,  Binsted, 
Wootton,  and  Whippingham.  WEST  MEDINE  :  North- 
wood,  Newport,  St. Nicholas,  Carisbrook,Gatcombe,  Kings- 
ton, Chale,  Shorwetl,  Brixton,  Mottiston,  Calbourne, 
Shalfleet,  Brook,  Thorley,  Yarmouth,  and  Freshwater. 

4.  POPULATION,  AND  REPRESENTATION  IN  PARLIAMENT. 

The  population  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  as  it  appeared  in 
the  census  of  1841,  amounted  to  42,550  persons.  The 
increase  since  1831,  was  7184. 

Until  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Act,  the  isle  returned 
six  members  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  viz.,  Newport, 
two;  Yarmouth,  two;  and  Newtown,  two.  But,  for 
the  purposes  of  that  Act,  the  Isle  of  Wight  is  now  a  coun- 
ty of  itself,  and  returns  one  member ;  while  of  the  towns, 
Newport  only  continues  to  return  two.  Members  re- 
turned to  the  first  reformed  parliament ; — for  the  coun- 
ty, Sir  Richard  G.  Simeon,  of  St.  John's,  bart. ;  for 
Newport,  J.  Heywood  Hawkins,  and  W.  H.  Orde,  esqs. 

The  present  members  are :  for  the  County,  John 
Simeon,  Esq. ;  for  Newport,  Wm.  Henry  Chicheley 
Plowden,  Esq.,  and  Charles  Wykeham  Martin,  Esq. 


CHAPTER   II. 
RYDE,  AND  ITS  VICINITY. 

HYDE  is  most  commonly  the  point  of  debarkation  for  visi- 
tors to  the  Isle  of  Wight ;  although  Cowes,  which  is  a 
more  considerable  town*as  well  as  the  port  of  the  island, 
is  also  very  frequently  selected.  Supposing  Ryde  to  be 
adopted  in  the  present  instance,  we  commence  our  illus- 
trative tourwithits  description,  presuming  the  steam-boat 
passage  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  (at  the  utmost),  from 
Portsmouth,  to  have  been  accomplished.  The  passage 
itself  is  generally  a  very  agreeable  little  trip,  and  presents  a 
fine  view  of  the  town,  rising  up  the  side  of  a  commanding 
hill,  as  we  approach.  The  distance  across  does  not  exceed 
six  miles.  Steam-packets  between  Ryde  and  Portsmouth 
were  first  established  in  the  spring  of  1825,  the  necessary 
capital  being  subscribed  in  shares  of  £25  each.  Here,  as 
in  other  places,  they  have  done  much  towards  sytematizing 
travelling;  conveyance  by  these  vessels  being  as  regular  as 
that  by  the  railway  and  the  motions  of  each  kind  of  ve- 
hicle beingtimed  by  those  of  the  other.  Thus,  the  travel- 
ler by  railway  from  London  is  assured  of  no  delay  on 
his  arrival  at  Portsmouth ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
steam-boat  will  be  found  ready  to  transport  him  to  the 
island.  Persons  using  their  own  carriages  may  even  enter 
them  in  the  metropolis,  and  first  step  from  them  in  the 
town  of  Ryde ;  for  the  packets  convey  both  horses  and 
carriages  across  by  means  of  tow-boats,  and  the  em- 
barkation and  landing  of  such  travelling  accompaniments 
is  equally  easy. 

In  particularising  the  objects  that  present  themselves 
as  we  approach,  we  must  first  notice  the  pier,  which  ex- 
tends 2265  feet  into  the  sea,  and,  as  it  obvious  at  once, 

*  Ryde,  however,  has  of  late  years  so  greatly  increased  that  it  is 
now  larger  than  Cowes  j  indeed,  the  most  important  town  in  the  Island. 
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afford  a  charming  marine  parade  and  observatory.  The 
Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  and  an  array  of  Villas  are 
seen  near  the  shore ;  while,  more  elevated,  appear  the 
line  of  very  handsome  houses  called  Brigstocke  Terrace, 
with  the  spires  of  St.  Thomas's  and  Trinity,  the  market- 
house  and  town-hall,  and  the  chapel  of  St.  James's. 
The  houses,  being  generally  stuccoed,  and  of  every 
variety  of  form  and  elevation,  combine  with  the  foliage 
of  the  trees  and  the  numerous  gardens,  to  produce  a 
striking  and  picturesque  effect. 

From  a  very  inconsiderable  village,  Ryde  has  become, 
within  the  last  sixty  or  seventy  years,  a  town  of  impor- 
tance, boasting  its  market,  and  containing  a  population 
of  7,000  in  the  winter,  and  10,000  in  the  summer  months. 
It  possesses  no  features  to  interest  the  antiquary ;  but 
this  deficiency  is  more  than  compensated,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  general  visitor,  by  the  neatness,  taste,  and,  in  many 
instances,  the  beauty  of  its  modern  buildings.  The  streets 
are  wide,  and  tolerably  regular.  They  are  well  paved, 
and  cleansed,  under  the  superintendence  of  commissioners 
appointed  by  an .  Act  of  Parliament  obtained  in  1820. 
The  town  is  well  lighted  with  gas ;  and  still  greater  im- 
provement may  be  expected,  the  commissioners  being 
invested  with  all  necessary  powers  for  that  purpose. 
Shops  of  every  description,  adapted  to  the  supply  of  the 
inhabitants  and  visitants,  are  sufficiently  numerous. 
The  retail  trade  of  the  place  is  rather  considerable  :  but 
the  exports,  consisting  of  corn,  lambs,  sheep,  calves,  &c. 
are  but  unimportant.  Corn  (the  greater  part  reduced 
to  flour)  is  the  staple  article,  for  grinding  which  there 
are  about  forty-two  mills  in  various  parts  of  the  island, 
nearly  all  worked  by  water.  Many  of  the  East  and  West 
India  ships,  and  others,  call  here  to  supply  themselves 
with  stock  for  their  respective  voyages.  Boat  and  yacht 
building  is  established,  at  a  yard  contiguous  to  the  pier. 

The  grand  modern  improvement  of  Ryde  is  the  noble 
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and  beautiful  pile  of  buildings  called  Brigstocke  Terrace, 
the  aspect  of  which  is  as  commanding,  and  the  architecture 
as  elegant,  as  the  view  from  the  houses  is  extensive  and 
lovely.  That  view  embraces  the  Solent,  the  Hampshire 
coast,  the  shipping  in  their  infinite  variety,  &c.  There 
are  also  numerous  detached  houses  of  very  handsome  ex- 
terior :  but  the  leading  feature  of  the  town,  perhaps,  is 
its  cottages,  which  rise  around  us  in  every  style,  classic, 
rustic,  Gothic,  Swiss,  and  nondescript.  The  pleasing  ap- 
pearance of  these,  as  well  as  of  the  place  in  general,  is  much 
contributed  to  by  the  number  and  beauty  of  the  shrubs 
and  evergreens,  especially  the  latter,  which  in  this  island 
are  the  ornam  ent  of  almost  every  rustic  garden .  The  m  an- 
sions  that  adorn  the  outskirts  of  the  place,  are  of  course  the 
most  abundantly  supplied  with  these  verdant  decorations. 
Our  view  of  Ryde  from  the  water,  places  the  Pier  be- 
fore the  eye  very  prominently.  Its  length  and  facilities 
for  seeing  and  being  seen,  have  been  already  noticed. 
The  fashionable  promenader,  of  either  sex,  will  appreciate 
its  excellencies  in  one  of  these  respects  without  our  as- 
sistance :  let  us  then  simply  detail  the  objects  to  be  viewed 
from  this  elevated  and  commanding  position.  Not  to 
dwell  on  the  surrounding  beauties  of  the  Solent  Sea,  with 
the  vessels  of  all  descriptions  moving  in  every  direction, 
we  will  first  notice  the  long  line  of  coast,  belonging  to 
the  main-land,  which  bounds  the  prospect  to  the  north. 
Here,  directly  in  front,  appear  Stoke*  s  Bay,  and  the  ter- 
race at  Anglesea;  while,  to  the  left,  are  seen  Southamp- 
ton Water,  with  Calshot  Castle  at  its  entrance,  and  the 
more  distant  buildings  of  that  town  itself.  To  the  right 
we  see  Haslar  Hospital,  with  Portsmouth,  its  dock-yard, 
the  wood  of  masts  which  commonly  rises  from  its  har- 
bour, and  the  noble  vessels  riding  at  Spithead.  The 
vision  then  roams  to  Sou  thsea  Castle,  and  Hayling  Island ; 
and,  beyond  the  latter,  to  the  grey  outline  of  Chichester 
Cathedral ;  until,  yet  more  to  the  right,  the  view  is  ter- 
minated by  Selsey  Bill,  the  British  Channel,  and  the 
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meeting  line  of  the  horizon.  The  eye  returning  from 
this  point  along  the  island  shore,  encounters  first  the 
woody  demesne  of  the  Priory;  then  Sea  View  ;  the  castle 
of  St.  Clare ;  the  woods  of  Appley  and  St.  John's ;  the 
eminence  on  which  Ryde  is  built,  with  the  general  view 
of  the  town ;  and,  inclining  to  the  right,  a  mill  on  the 
summit,  and  the  seats  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham*  and 
earl  Spencerf  in  the  fore-ground.  The  mansion  of 
George  Player,  esq. ;  J  the  Mother  bank,  with  its  vessels 
at  anchor;  Binstead;  Norris  Castle;  the  grey  towers 
of  Osborne ;  the  sea  and  horizon  beyond,  completing 
the  circle  of  our  view. 

The  structure  from  which  this  delightful  prospect  is 
contemplated,  was  erected  pursuant  to  Act  of  Parliament, 
at  an  expense  exceeding  £12,000,  which  was  obtained  by 
creating  shares  of  £50  each.  The  first  stone  was  laid 
June  29,  1813,  and  the  building  was  completed  in  the 
following  year.  It  runs  due  north  from  the  town,  and 
has  an  entrance  arch  and  lodge,  of  neat  construction,  at 
which  two  pence*are  paid  by  every  passenger.  After  a 
short  distance,  the  width  is  contracted,  on  account  of  the 
expense  that  would  have  been  incurred  by  completing  it 
according  to  the  original  plan  :  but  it  is  furnished  with 
an  iron  railing  during  its  entire  length,  and  with  seats, 
secured  from  the  passing  shower,  for  the  accommodation 
of  pedestrians.  Upon  this  pier  a  landing  can  be  effected 
at  all  times  of  the  tide,  as  it  extends  from  the  quay  to 
low- water  mark,  and  is  furnished  in  all  with  eight  flights 
of  steps,  two  of  which  are  at  the  extremity,  and  six  placed 
at  proper  intervals.  An  addition  to  the  end  of  the  pier 
was  completed  in  the  beginning  of  1843.  The  original 
intention  was  to  convert  the  fanciful  erection  into  a  ba- 
zaar, but  it  was  afterwards  decided  to  devote  it  to  the  use 
of  the  public,  and  it  now  forms,  if  not  an  elegant,  at  least 
a  commodious  appendage  to  this  noble  structure.  Per- 
sons may  subscribe  for  admittance,  if  they  think  proper, 

*  Now  Capt  Beckford's.          f  Now  Sir  Augustus  Clifford's, 
t  Now  Miss  Player's. 
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to  the  pier,  where  a  band  of  music  is  provided  during 
the  season,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  6d.  per  week,  5s.  per  month, 
or  105.  per  quarter ;  families  of  four  persons  at  4s.  6d. 
per  week,  14s.  per  month,  31s.  per  quarter;  and  for 
larger  families  less  in  proportion.  Or  a  subscription 
may  be  entered  into  for  longer  periods.  Considerable 
reductions,  however,  have  lately  been  made  in  the  Pier 
charges  which  are  stated  in  our  appendix. 

The  chief  public  buildings  of  Hyde  are  the  Market- 
house  and  Town-hall,  the  Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club, 
the  various  churches  and  chapels,  the  Infirmary,  Theatre, 
the  Arcade,  &c.  The  Arcade  is  on  the  western  side  of 
Union-street  near  Yelf's  Hotel.  It  contains  fourteen 
shops,  and  at  the  end  of  it  a  large  Bazaar,  or  exhibition 
room,  at  present  rented  by  the  Mrs.  Culverhouse,  and 
filled  with  toys,  trinkets,  and  books. 

The  Market-house  and  Town-hall. — This  building  (com- 
pleted in  June,  1831)  presents  a  handsome  elevation  on 
the  north  side  of  Lind  Street.  Its  frontage,  including 
the  long  wings  which  enclose  that  side  of  the  market,  ex- 
tends 198  feet;  the  depth  is  56  feet.  The  centre  pro^ 
jects  so  as  to  form  a  vestibule,  opened  by  arches  at  each 
end,  and  by  four  Doric  columns  in  the  middle.  Over 
this  vestibule  rises  a  pediment,  upon  the  like  number  of 
Ionic  columns,  between  which  are  seen  the  windows  of 
the  large  upper  apartment  used  as  the  Town-hall.  The 
wings  are  appropriate  in  their  style,  but  have  no 
peculiar  architectural  decoration.  The  basement  forms 
the  corn-market :  and  the  area  is  divided  between  the 
dealers  in  butchers'  meat,  fish,  poultry,  vegetables,  &c.* 
The  cattle-market  is  held  in  front  of  the  building  : 
market  days,  Tuesday  and  Friday. 

The  upper  portions  of  the  edifice,  or  the  town-hall,  con- 
sists of  a  handsome  room,  44  feet  in  length,  and  26  in 
breadth ;  with  another  apartment,  of  smaller  dimensions, 
in  which  are  held  the  meetings  of  the  Commissioners  ap- 

*  The  market  unfortunately  has  now  almost  grown  into  disuse,  in  con  - 
sequence  of  the  system  of  hawking  which  prevails  so  extensively  in  Ryde, 
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pointed  by  the  act  passed  in  1822.  When  both  these 
rooms  are  thrown  into  one,  which  is  accomplished  by 
means  of  sliding  doors,  a  very  noble  apartment,  occasion- 
ally used  as  a  ball  room,  is  the  result. 

The  Kyde  Yacht  Club  was  established  in  1845.  The 
Club-house  is  a  handsome  and  most  commodious 
building,  fitted  up  with  library,  billiard  room,  coffee- 
room,  public  dining  room,  &c.  and  stands  imposingly 
on  the  shore,  a  little  west  of  the  pier.  Strangers 
are  admitted  to  inspect  the  building  or  play  at  the 
billiard  table,  &c.  on  the  introduction  of  a  member. 

The  foundation  stone  of  the  building  was  laid  in  the 
year  1846,  by  H.  R.  H.  Prince  Albert,  in  the  presence 
of  many  thousand  spectators.  The  most  flattering 
prosperity  has  attended  the  Club  since  its  establish- 
ment, and  its  members  already  exceed  400,  numbering 
amongst  them  the  principal  gentry  of  the  island.  Its 
officers  at  present  are,  G.  Holland  Ackers,  Esq.,  Com- 
modore; Thos.  Chamberlayne,  Esq.,  Vice-Commodore; 
and  G.  G.  Downes,  Esq.,  Secretary.  Regattas,  under  its 
auspices,  are  annually  held  off  the  Pier,  during  the 
month  of  August ;  which  are  a  great  source  of  attrac- 
tion and  amusement.  Good  bands  are  provided — and 
the  diversions  of  the  day  usually  end  with  a  splendid 
display  of  fireworks,  and  a  dinner  or  a  ball  at  the  Club- 
house. There  is  also  a  Town  Regatta  held  shortly 
after,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  encouragement  to  de- 
serving watermen :  the  sailing  matches  are  between 
the  wherries  of  the  place,  which  are  of  a  large  size,  and 
esteemed  by  nautical  men  to  be  the  finest  sea-boats  in 
the  kingdom.  Music  on  the  Pier,  fireworks  in  the 
evenings,  and  a  dinner  or  ball  at  the  Town  Hall,  are, 
as  in  the  caseL_of  its  more  aristocratic  precursor,  the 
usual  accompaniments. 

Ryde  not  being  a  parish  of  itself,  but  forming  part  of 
that  of  Newchurch,  whose  parochial  edifice  is  seven  miles 
distant,  the  three  sacred  structures  in  the  town,  belonging 
to  the  establishment,  must  be  considered  as  chapels  of 
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ease  to  the  mother  church.  Of  these,  St.  Thomas's 
Chapel  is  the  principal,  as  it  was  the  first  erected.  The 
population  of  Newchurch,  according  to  the  census  of 
1841,  was  8,370. 

The  manor  of  Ryde  was  part  of  the  possessions  of  the 
family  of  Dillington,  till  Sir  John  Dillington  sold  it  to 
Henry  Player,  esq.,  whose  son  Thomas  built  the  first 
chapel  here,  in  the  year  1719,  and  charged  the  manor 
with  an  annual  rent  of  £10,  payable  to  the  vicar  of  New- 
church,  to  officiate  therein,  or  to  provide  some  one  to  of- 
ficiate for  him.  This  chapel  was  of  a  very  humble  cha- 
racter, and  so  small  as  to  become  totally  inadequate  to 
the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  numerous 
visitors  of  the  place,  several  years  since.  For  that  reason, 
George  Player,  esq.,  now  resident  at  Ryde  House,  erected 
the  present  handsome  structure,  upon  the  site  of  the 
former  chapel,  in  the  year  1827  :  under  which  circum- 
stances, while  the  endowment  continues  to  take  effect, 
the  pew-rents  are  the  property  of  the  family. 

The  style  of  this  edifice  is  the  modern  Gothic,  of  which 
it  forms  a  picturesque,  and  very  favourable  specimen.  It 
is  built  chiefly  of  the  stone  obtained  from  the  quarries 
at  Binstead,  near  the  town,  and  which  forms  the  com- 
mon building  material  of  this  part  of  the  island.  It  has 
coigns  of  white  brick ;  while  the  window  and  door-cases, 
with  some  cornices  and  copings,  are  of  a  composition  to 
imitate  Portland  stone.  Over  the  principal  entrance  is 
a  shield  of  the  arms  of  the  Player  family.  This  is  at  the 
west  end,  which  is  ornamented  with  a  handsome  tower 
and  spire;  the  latter  elegantly  shingled,  of  light  and  plea- 
sing form,  and  sufficiently  elevated  to  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  a  land-mark.  The  interior  is  simply  elegant : 
the  pews,  pulpit,  and  galleries,  painted  to  resemble  an- 
cient oak.  Three  large  lancet  windows  at  the  east  end, 
containing  some  stained  glass,  have  a  good  effect  over  the 
altar-piece,  which  consists  of  the  decalogue,  &c.,  in  old 
English  characters  upon  a  gold  ground.  The  galleries  are 
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supported  by  light  cast-iron  pillars,  A  small  tablet  of 
the  king's  arms,  in  high  relief,  and  emblazoned,  is  set  in 
front  of  that  at  the  west  end :  and  against  the  wall,  under 
the  same  gallery,  is  a  marble  tablet,  in  a  painted  and 
gilt  frame,  with  a  pediment,  containing  this  inscription. 

"  Thomas  Player  Armiger 

Domus  Dei,  magis  quam  sure, 

Elegantiae  et  nitoris  studio  sus 
Hoc  sacellum,  tarn  advenis  quam  incolis, 

Diu  multumq.  desideratum 
Condidit  (Anno  1719) 
.flSmulationis  opus  non  invidiae." 

Divine  service  is  performed  in  this  chapel,  morning 
and  afternoon  every  Sunday. 

St.  James's  Chapel,  though  inferior  in  size,  and  less 
pure  in  the  style  of  its  architecture  (which,  as  in  the  case 
of  St.  Thomas's,  is  the  Gothic),  has  a  neat  and  not  un- 
pleasing  air  throughout.  The  exterior  is  stuccoed.  The 
principal  entrance  is  in  the  west  front,  beneath  the  clock, 
which  is  surmounted  by  a  neat  cupola.  Immediately 
over  the  door  is  an  inscription,  in  a  sunk  tablet, 
simply  giving  the  name  and  date  of  the  erection.  On 
either  side  the  principal  entrance  is  an  octagonal  turret, 
and  a  wing,  battlemented,  pierced  by  a  smaller  entrance. 
The  interior  is  simple  and  neat ;  in  its  general  style  imi- 
tative of  an  ancient  country  church  of  the  better  order. 
The  pulpit,  pews,  &c.,  are  painted  in  wainscot.  Over 
the  altar-piece,  which  contains  the  decalogue,  &c.,  is  a 
window  of  stained  glass,  with  the  letters  I.  H.  S.,  and  a 
descending  dove,  in  the  central  compartment.  There  is 
an  organ  in  the  gallery  at  the  opposite  end. 

The  edifice  thus  described  was  built,  in  the  year  1827, 
by  William  Hughes  Hughes,  esq.,  M.P.  and  alderman  of 
London,  who  had  a  handsome  residence  contiguous.  It 
is  strictly  a  proprietary  chapel,  under  the  licence  of  the 
bishop  of  the  see.  The  present  proprietor  and  minister, 
the  rev.  Mr.  Sibthorpe*purchased  it  of  the  erector,  and 
made  considerable  alterations.  It  stands  in  Lind  Street, 

*  Now  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Marsh,  who  purchased  it  of  the  Rev.  A.  Hewitt. 
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close  to  the  market -house.  Service  is  performed  here 
every  Sunday  morning,  and  on  Sunday  and  Thursday 
evenings.  The  sittings  are  let  at  a  regulated  scale  of 
prices,  of  which  the  lowest  is  4s.  for  two  Sundays,  and 
the  highest  245.  for  one  year. 

The  other  places  of  Worship  in  Hyde  are  an  Indepen- 
dent and  a  Wesley  an- Methodist  chapel;  the  Baptists 
and  the  Plymouth  Brethren ;  and  in  most  cases  a  Sun- 
day school  is  attached  to  each. 

There  is,  also,  a  Roman  Catholic  Chapel  (in  High 
Street),  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  It  was  built  in 
the  years  1845-6,  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  Countess 
Clare,  from  drawings  furnished  by  J.  Hansom,  Esq. 
Architect  of  York,  and  inventor  of  the  patent  safety 
cab.  The  design  throughout  is  happily  conceived, 
and  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  character  of  the 
building. 

The  Royal  Isle  of  Wight  Infirmary,  situate  in  Upper 
Hyde,  and  erected  on  a  site  presented  for  the  good  work 
by  Miss  Player  and  Capt.  Brigstoke,  R.N.,  is  an  institu- 
tion of  recent  origin,  and  owes  its  existence  and  well- 
being  to  the  charity  of  the  Island  generally.  Its  suc- 
cessful establishment  may  be  mainly  attributed  to  the 
philanthropic  and  untiring  exertions  of  the  late  A.  T.  S. 
Dodd,  Esq.  Surgeon  of  Ryde,  who  devoted  his  whole 
time  and  attention  to  this  object.  The  advantages  of 
such  a  local  Hospital,  in  a  populous  district,  are  too 
obvious  to  need  comment,  and,  honoured  as  this  has 
been,  from  its  infancy,  with  the  approbation  of  our  be- 
loved Sovereign,  and  patronized  by  the  first  medical 
gentlemen  in  the  profession,  it  bids  fair  ultimately  to 
prove  one  of  the  greatest  benefits  ever  conferred  on  the 
poor.  At  present  it  has  provisions  for  about  twenty- 
five  in-patients,  but  the  accommodation  can  be  easily 
extended  whenever  necessity  requires. 
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The  Theatre  stands  commandingly  at  the  top  of  Union 
Street,  and  from  its  situation  derives  advantages  as  to 
appearance,  which  its  style  of  erection  alone  conld  not 
have  conferred.  The  front  elevation  is  stuccoed,  but  has 
little  other  decoration  than  the  royal  arras,  in  rude  relief, 
over  a  cornice,  with  niches  and  pedestals  for  statues  over 
two  of  the  entrances.  This  building  was  at  first  intended 
for  a  market-house ;  but,  at  that  period,  a  want  of  funds 
prevented  the  completion  of  the  original  design.  The 
interior  is  small,  but,  under  the  able  management  of  Mr. 
Barnett,  of  the  Reading  circuit,  has  not  been  found  de- 
ficient in  attractions  for  the  admirers  of  the  histrionic 
art.  It  generally  opens  in  July,  and  continues  its  per- 
formances until  the  end  of  September.* 

The  institutions  for  education  in  this  town  are  the 
Free-school,  and  the  Sunday-schools  attached  to  the 
chapels  of  St.  James's,  the  Independents,  and  the 
Methodists.  These  latter  appear  to  be  all  well  con- 
ducted, and  to  reflact  equal  credit  upon  the  congregations 
from  whom  they  derive  their  support.  The  Free-school, 
in  Melville  Street,  erected  by  voluntary  subscription 
in  the  year  1812,  is  an  institution  of  some  importance, 
as  it  educates  about  350  children,  of  whom  the  propor- 
tion of  boys  to  girls  is  as  two  to  one.  The  building  is 
without  architectural  decorations,  but  well  planned,  and 
convenient.  The  boys'  school-room  constitutes  the  cen- 
tre ;  the  east  wing  contains  that  for  the  instruction  of 
the  girls,  and  is  also  used  for  the  meetings  of  the  com- 
mittees ;  the  west  wing  is  the  master's  residence.  The 
system  of  education  is  Dr,  Bell's,  or  the  National ; 
though,  originally,  it  was  the  Lancasterian.  Two  ser- 
mons are  preached  annually  for  the  benefit  of  this  charity, 
at  St.  Thomas's  Chapel. 

The  accommodations  for  visitors  may  be  arranged 
under  the  heads  of  hotels  and  inns,  boarding  and 
lodging  houses,  baths,  and  conveyances. 

*  It  was  here  that  Mrs.  Jordan  appeared  for  the  last  time  on  the  stage. 
She  was  then  on  her  way  to  France,  where  she  died.  ^ 
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Of  the  first  mentioned,  Yelfs  and  the  Royal  Kent 
Hotels,  both  in  Union  Street,  and  the  Pier  Hotel,  are 
the  principal.  There  are  also  three  commercial  houses, 
with  good  accommodations,  namely  Beazley's,  the 
Crown,  and  the  Star  ;  the  first  in  Pier  Street,  the  two 
latter  in  the  higher  part  of  the  town,  called  Upper  Hyde. 
There  is  also  a  boarding-house  hotel  kept  by  Mr.  Weeks. 

Of  Lodging-houses  there  is  an  ample  variety,  from 
the  humblest  to  the  most  distingue,  and  the  generality 
of  them  are  pleasantly  situated  and  afford  every  accom- 
modation. The  stranger,  on  arriving,  if  he  purposes 
taking  a  house  for  one,  two,  or  more  months,  will  do 
well  to  apply  to  some  one  of  the  numerous  house- 
agents  in  Ryde,  most  of  whom  reside  in  or  near  Union 
Street.  Among  the  principal  of  them  are  Wallis, 
Marvyn,  Scott,  Eiddett,  and  Hebert.  But  should  the 
visitor  have  time,  and  prefer  catering  for  himself,  he 
may  rove  through  the  town  and  its  suburbs,  and  select 
according  to  his  fancy;  there  being  usually  boards 
affixed  to  those  houses  which  are  to  let. 

The  Baths  are  near  the  Pier,  and  in  Pier  Street,  and 
bear  respectively  the  names  of  Kemp's  and  Rayner*s. 
They  contain  all  that  is  usual  in  such  establishments, 
and  are  very  complete  in  their  arrangements.  Ryde 
surpasses  many  places  of  its  kind  in  the  facilities  it  pre- 
sents for  enjoying  that  luxury  to  the  healthful,  and 
restorative  to  the  sick,  sea-bathing.  The  sands  are  ex- 
tensive, and  not  exposed,  as  in  so  many  instances,  to  those 
alternations  of  favourable  and  unfavourable  states  of  the 
ocean,  and  the  tide,  which  cause  so  much  disappoint- 
ment at  Brighton,  Margate,  and  other  places.  The 
reason  of  this  will  be  readily  understood  to  be,  that 
the  billows  are  here  comparatively  circumscribed,  and 
lulled,  by  the  narrowness  of  the  strait  which  separates 
the  island  from  the  opposite  shore. 

Under  the  head  of  Conveyances  may  be  mentioned,  in 
the  first  place,  the  Steam  Packets,  which  ply  daily  be- 
tween this  place  and  Portsmouth,  at  stated  hours,  calling 
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off  the  end  of  the  pier  for  passengers  to  Cowes  and  South- 
ampton. During  the  season  there  are  also  packets  from 
Kyde  to  Brighton,  and  to  Havre-de-Grace ;  as  well  as 
for  the  trip  (generally  a  pleasant  one)  round  the  island. 
A  coach  is  established  between  Ryde  and  Newport ;  also 
to  Ventnor  through  Shanklin.  With  regard  to  post- 
chaises,  cars,  sociables,  and  gigs,  for  inland  excursions, 
or  to  the  back  of  the  island,  such  are  at  all  times  readily 
obtainable.  Neither  should  the  accommodations  for 
sailing  excursions  pass  without  notice :  they  are  excel- 
lent of  their  kind,  and  the  pleasure  they  offer  may  at 
most  times  be  enjoyed,  even  by  the  delicate  and  timid, 
as  the  Solent  affords  ample  space  for  this  species  of  en- 
joyment, and  its  waters  are  seldom  disturbed  in  a  degree 
calculated  to  inspire  the  slightest  alarm. 

Among  the  amusements  of  the  place  are :  the  Assem- 
blies, held  monthly,  during  the  season,  at  the  Town 
Hall ;  the  Regattas,  and  the  festivities  connected  there- 
with; rowing  matches;  and  an  occasional  fancy  fair 
for  benevolent  objects. 

Our  description  of  this  town  cannot  conclude  better 
than  with  the  observations  of  Dr.  Clark,  addressed  to 
the  valetudinarian,  in  his  work  on  the  "  Influence  of 
Climates  :" — "  Of  all  the  situations  in  this  island,  Ryde 
appears  to  me  to  deserve  a  preference  as  a  summer  resi- 
dence, *  *  *  It  possesses  most  of  the  advantages  of  a 
country  residence,  together  with  those  of  a  sea-bathing 
place.  The  neighbourhood  is  also  very  beautiful,  and 
favourable  for  exercise." 

WALKS. 
1.  From  Ryde  to  Sea  View. 

None  can  enjoy  the  beauties  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity 
of  Ryde,  to  equal  advantage  with  the  pedestrian.  Our 
plan  will  therefore  embrace  a  few  of  the  most  pleasing 
Walks  in  the  first  place ;  after  which  we  shall  arrange  an 
Excursion  or  two,  for  the  convenience  of  those,  who, 
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going  to  greater  distances,  may  prefer  the  acconnx.odation 
of  a  carriage. 

The  walk  to  SEA  VIEW  is  extremely  agreeable.  On 
quitting  Ryde  we  cross  The  Dover,  a  tract  of  common 
land  containing  nothing  remarkable  in  itself,  but  memo- 
rable as  the  burial-place  of  a  number  of  those  unfortu- 
nate sailors,  who  perished  in  the  Royal  George  on  the 
29th  of  August,  1782,  and  whose  bodies  were  here  washed 
on  shore.  The  graves  of  these  unhappy  sufferers  ap- 
peared for  a  long  time  as  so  many  little  grassy  hillocks ; 
but  the  action  of  the  weather,  and  the  frequent  foot  of 
the  passenger,  has  at  length  rendered  them  undistin- 
guishable  from  the  general  surface  of  the  sterile  sand: 
were  this  spot  levelled  and  improved  by  public  spirit, 
guided  by  the  hand  of  taste,  its  contiguity  to  the  town 
would  no  doubt  renderit  a  favourite  spot  for  promenaders, 
as, from  its  situation,  it  commands  abeautiful  marine  view? 

The  catastrophe  of  the  Royal  George  has  been  too  often 
related,  to  render  apology  necessary  for  our  avoiding  its 
minute  details.  We  shall  merely  observe,  that  the  de- 
plorable event  by  which  one  of  the  noblest  ships,  most 
complete  crews,  and  bravest  of  commanders,  that  ever 
graced  the  British  navy,  were  lost  to  their  country  ; — • 

"  When  Kempenfeldt  went  down, 
With  twice  four  hundred  men ; — 

happened  at  Spithead,  at  a  nearly  equal  distance  between 
Ryde  and  Portsmouth ;  and  was  occasioned,  as  is  well 
known,  by  want  of  due  care  in  careening  the  majestic 
vessel.  Having  been  heeled  too  much  on  one  side,  with 
her  gun-ports  open,  a  sudden  squall  threw  her  on  her 
beam-ends,  so  that  the  flag  at  her  mast  head  actually 
dipped  into  the  sea ;  then  rolling  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, her  yard-arms  met  the  surface  of  the  waves  :  she 
righted;  but,  lamentably,  had  by  this  time  shipped  so 
much  water,  that  it  was  only  to  sink  almost  immediately. 
All  who  were  between  decks,  the  admiral  included,  were 
involved  in  one  common  fate  ;  but  the  majority  of  those 

*  Since  this  was  written,  the  Dover,  or  rather  that  part  of  it  called  the 
Strand,  has  been  covered  with  villas,  as  is  shewn  in  our  view. 


who  happened  to  be  on  the  upper  deck,  were  rescued  by 
the  boats  dispatched  to  their  assistance  from  other  ves- 
sels. A  victualler,  which  had  been  quietly  lying  along- 
side, shared  in  the  calamity ;  being  literally  sucked  to 
the  bottom  by  the  whirlpool  occasioned  through  the 
sudden  descent  of  so  vast  a  fabric  as  the  Royal  George, 
at  that  time  the  leviathan  of  our  navy. 

Our  path  from  the  Dover  is  by  a  winding  way  through 
a  beautiful  hanging  wood,  which  skirts  the  grounds  of 
Appley.  This  mansion,  the  residence  of  J.  Hyde,  esq., 
graces  the  ascent  of  a  hill,  rising  gently  from  the  more 
precipitous  site  of  the  wood,  and  possesses  all  the  beauties 
of  a  fine  natural  situation  improved  by  art.  The  views 
from  this  spot  are  truly  delightful ;  and  the  exquisite 
richness  of  the  surrounding  foliage  renders  the  home- 
scene  nearly  equally  enchanting. 

Again  reaching  the  shore,  Puckpool  Cliff  appears  on 
the  right,  with  Cliff  Cottage,  the  rustic  seat,  and  well- 
wooded  grounds,  of  Lewis  Wyatt,  esq.  IVestridge,  the 
handsome  modern  mansion  of  Mrs.  Young,  is  next  seen 
in  the  same  direction :  after  which  we  pass  what  was 
formerly  a  large  Saltern,  but  its  buildings  are  now  de- 
voted to  the  habitation  of  various  fashionable  families.  Sea 
Field,  the  residence  of  Henry  Beach,  esq.,  in  the  modern 
cottage  style,  next  occurs ;  and  we  then  reach  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  walk  we  have  chosen,  namely,  SEA  VIEW. 

This  village  was  formerly  called  Old  Fort,  and  its 
site  retains  some  features  which  show  the  propriety  of 
its  first  designation.  The  houses  are  disposed  in  the 
form  of  an  angle ;  of  which  the  shortest  side,  or  that 
nearest  Ryde,  looks  direct  into  Portsmouth  harbour : 
the  other,  facing  eastward,  has  a  fine  view  of  the  British 
channel,  and  the  various  objects  besides  in  that  direction. 
It  is  truly  a  marine  situation. 

The  road,  striking  inland  from  this  point,  leaves  on  the 
left  Sea  Grove.,  the  residence  of  J.  W.  Black,  esq.*  The 
house  occupies  an  elevated  and  most  pleasing  site,  with  a 

*  Now  the  residence  of  Capt.  Gardiner. 
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lawn  steeply  sloping  from  its  front.  It  is  also  very 
charmingly  embowered  in  the  trees,  from  which,  together 
with  its  aspect,  it  takes  its  name.  Fairy  Hill,  the  abode 
ofW.  A.  Glynn,  esq.,  is  at  a  trifling  distance.  This  is  a 
regularly-built  brick  house,  with  a  situation  very  much 
agreeing  in  character  with  that  last  described.  Within 
sight  is  also  the  villa  of  T.  Leacock,  esq.,  commandingly 
placed,  and  of  Italianised  exterior.  Woodlands,  belong- 
ing to  J.  Percival,  esq.,  merits  its  sylvan  epithet  by  the 
well-grown  timber  with  which  it  is  surrounded. 

We  have  quite  left  the  shore  to  gain  the  vicinity  of 
these  objects,  and  are  returning  to  the  town  by  the  car- 
riage road.  Nothing  further  occurs  until  we  pass  St. 
Clare,  the  elegant  castellated  mansion  of  Colonel  Vernon 
Harcourt,  The  Tudor  style  of  Gothic  predominates  in 
this  building,  the  whole  of  which  is  in  more  than  ordi- 
nary good  taste.  The  grounds  are  laid  out  in  the  most 
approved  modern  style.*  A  view  of  no  common  beauty 
from  the  keep  tower,  completes  the  attractions  of  this 
delightful  seat, 

St.  John's,  the  property  of  Sir  Richard  Simeon,  posses- 
ses most  of  the  advantages  of  St,  Clare,  It  is  at  once 
embosomed  in  wood,  and  so  situated  as  to  command  a 
prospect  of  Hyde  and  its  pier,  with  extensive  sea-views, 
the  Hampshire  coast,  &c,  The  domain  is  less  trim  in  its 
style  than  St,  Clare,  but  the  noble  trees  with  which  it  is 
adorned  perhaps  more  than  compensate  for  that  disad- 
vantage. 

Two  pretty  rustic  lodges  on  the  right,  mark  the  private 
or  family  entrance  to  St,  John's,  After  passing  these, 
the  road  ascends  till  we  reach  the  turnpike,  near  which 
appears  St.  John's  Lodge,  the  residence  of  Lady  Colville. 
Regaining  Ryde  by  the  south  end  of  Lower  Player 
Street,  a  cottage  of  exceedingly  pleasing  character,  there 
situated,  will  deserve  at  least  passing  attention.  It  is  in 
what  is  very  commonly  called  the  Swiss  style,  but  which 

*  In  August,  1850,  these  beautiful  grounds  were  thrown  open  to  the 
public,  on  the  occasion  of  a  fancy  fair,  under  the  patronage  of  Her 
Majesty,  who  honoured  the  fete  with  her  presence,  accompanied  by  their 
R.  H.  Prince  Albert,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  Princess  Royal. 
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might  be  more  properly  designated  as  a  mixture  of  the 
Swiss  with  the  ornamented  English  rustic. 

2.   To  the  Mill  at  Aldermore. 

An  easy  effort,  the  distance  not  exceeding  a  mile  and 
a  half.  The  direction  is  south,  through  Upper  Ryde ; 
and  will  lead,  after  passing  the  Infirmary,  by  Haylands, 
the  seat  of  Capt.  Locke,  R.N.  Upton  House,  the  residence 
of  Admiral  Hoare,  is  also  in  the  vicinity.  The  view  from 
the  mill  realises  some  of  the  most  magnificent  effects  of 
a  panorama.  The  chief  objects  are, — north,  the  Solent, 
and  the  coast  beyond ;  east,  Bembridge  Down,  with  the 
fine  sheet  of  water  called  Brading  Haven ;  south,  Nun- 
well  and  Ashey  Downs,  the  latter  distinguished  by  the 
peculiar  rotundity  of  its  swell,  and  by  its  sea-mark; 
west,  a  rich  inland  scenery.  If  the  pedestrian  varies 
his  return  by  taking  the  road  from  the  mill  to  Small- 
brook  Heath,  he  will  find  it  add  to  the  gratification  of 
his  walk. 

3.   To  Binstead  and  Quarr  Alley. 

Spencer  Road,  leading  westward,  conducts  to  the  ob- 
jects of  our  present  route.  Pass  on  the  left  the  modern- 
built  residence  of  W.  H.  Hughes,  esq. :  see  to  the  right 
the  villas  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham*  and  earl  Spencer. f 

Shortly,  in  the  same  direction,  occurs  Beldornie 
Tower, ,  the  elegant  residence  of  E.  V.  Utterson,  esq. 
(a  member  of  the  Roxburghe  Club,  and  possessor  of  a 
choice  cabinet  of  early  printed  books),  and  further  on, 
JBucklan  da,  a  mansion  in  the  styleof  Jamesthe  First's  time, 
with  some  features  of  the  Gothic,  the  property  of  Alleyne 
C.  Yard,  esq.  Also  on  the  right,  observe  a  neat  Doric 
lodge  at  the  entrance  to  Ryde  House,  J  the  seat  of  Miss 
Player.  In  this  vicinity  is  Gwyder  House,  one  of  the 
best  modern  houses  at  Ryde  :  the  residence  of  Robert 
Burrell,  esq. 

The  road  is  now  quitted  for  a  foot-path  through  the 
fields,  which  undulates  through  most  pleasing  rural 
scenery.  The  residence  of  Captain  Brigstocke,  R.N.,  is 
seen  on  the  left,  at  a  trifling  distance.  The  foot-path 

*  Now  of  Capt.  Beckford,  R.N.  f  Now  of  Sir  A.  Clifford,  Bt. 

t  The  grounds  are  thrown  open  to  the  public  on  Thursday  evenings. 
Tickets  of  admission,  however,  must  be  first  procured. 


ends  in  the  church-yard  of  BINSTEAD;  and  the  Church, 
of  course,  affords  the  first  subject  for  remark. 

This  edifice  possesses  nothing  to  interest  the  antiquary 
or  general  observer,  if  we  except  a  rudely  sculptured  stone 
over  the  door  of  the  porch  on  the  south  side,  which  seems 
to  have  been  inserted  in  the  wall  at  some  rebuilding  of 
that  portion  of  that  structure.  It  is  commonly  called 
"  The  Idol,"  and  is  evidently  more  antique  than  the  work 
surrounding  it.  Some  ingenuity  might  be  exercised  in 
guessing  its  entire  meaning;  but  the  upper  part  is  plainly 
intended  for  a  man,  who  appears  seated,  with  his  feet 
resting  upon  a  dog's  or  wolfs  head.  This  relic  may  very 
possibly  be  of  Saxon  origin,  as  may  the  key-stone  be- 
neath, which  represents  a  figure  not  uncommon  with  the 
barbarous  sculptors  of  those  and  the  Danish  times,  namely, 
a  species  of  dragon  in  the  act  of  biting  his  tail.  It  may 
be  worthy  of  remark,  that  "the  arch  that  separates  the 
nave  and  chancel"  is  not,  as  some  of  the  Guide-books 
have  it,  "of  considerable  antiquity,"  being  nowise  dis- 
tinguished in  that  respect  from  the  rest  of  the  building. 

North  of  the  church  stands  the  seat  of  John  Fleming,t 
esq.,  the  grounds  of  which  are  planned  with  much  taste 
and  attention  to  picturesque  effect.  They  slope,  pre- 
cipitously in  some  places,  down  to  the  shore,  where  there 
is  a  bathing  house,  with  various  accompaniments,  which, 
if  not  exactly  Swiss,  are  exceedingly  pretty. 

The  grounds  of  Binstead  Parsonage  adjoin  Mr.  Flem- 
ing's on  the  west.  Their  owner,  the  Rev.  Philip  Hewett 
very  politely  admits  the  public  to  view  them  on  certain 
days ;  namely,  Fridays,  before  one,  and  Mondays,  after 
four  o'clock.  J  The  house  is  only  a  pleasing  cottage,  a 
picture  of  elegant  rustication.  But  the  little  paradise 
which  surrounds  it,  must  be  seen  to  be  properly  appre- 
ciated, It  forms  an  assemblage  of  knolls  and  lawns, 
flower-beds,  tufts  of  elegant  shrubs,  and  groups  of  noble 
evergreens ;  with  rock-work,  and  other  artificial  decora- 
tions, amongst  the  latter  of  which  a  delightful  rustic 

*  This  church  was  very  successfully  restored  in  1845  by  Mr.  Hellyer 
of  Ryde,  and  is  well  deserving  the  inspection  of  the  visitor.  The  stone 
figure  was  necessarily  removed,  and  is  now  placed  over  the  lower  doorway 
of  the  Church-yard 

t  Now  Lord  Downes.  |  This  privilege  has  been  discontinued. 
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summer-house  should  be  specially  noticed.  A  terrace 
looks  out  beautifully  upon  the  Solent,  through  breaks 
in  the  umbrageous  trees  that  line  the  shore. 

Our  walk  is  continued  by  the  pleasant  foot-path  which 
conducts,  through  Quarr  Copse,  to  the  remains  of  the 
ABBEY.  This  once  famous  monastic  establishment  was 
founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  First,  by  Baldwin,  earl 
of  Devon,  and  by  him  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  It  was  of 
the  Cistertian  order,  and  one  of  the  first  of  that  class  in 
England,  After  receiving  the  remains  of  its  noble  founder, 
his  countess,  and  their  son,  and  flourishing  in  monkish 
state  through  a  long  series  of  years,  this  establishment 
fell  before  the  spirit  of  reform  generated  in  the  times  of 
Henry  the  Eighth,  After  the  dissolution,  one  George 
Mills,  a  merchant  of  Southampton,  purchased  it  for  the 
sake  of  its  materials,  and  succeeded,  beyond  many  of  his 
compeers,  who  engaged  in  similar  undertakings,  in  his 
work  of  destruction,  All  that  even  Protestantism  should 
have  regarded  as  venerable  and  sac  rod,  was  mercilessly 
levelled  and  dispersed;  and  so  complete  was  the  spoliation, 
that  long  masses  of  the  walls,  which,  when  perfect,  en- 
closed the  abbey  precincts,  thirty  acres  in  extent,  are  now 
almost  the  only  vestiges  remaining,  What  appears  to 
have  been  the  gable  at  the  east  end  of  the  chapel,  is  so 
mantled  with  ivy  that  scarcely  a  portion  of  that  structure 
is  visible.  The  refectory  is  more  perfect,  from  having 
been  converted  into  a  barn.  Other  detached  parts,  shew- 
ing here  and  there  a  fragment  of  an  arch,  or  door- way, 
are  visible.  A  farm-house  occupies  what  may  have  been 
near  the  centre  of  the  buildings,  and  has  evidently  been 
constructed  with  the  refuse  stones  which  were  left  behind. 

The  epithet  Quarr  is  supposed  to  have  been  derived 
from  the  stone  quarries  in  the  neighbourhood,  from 
which  the  Abbey  was  built,  and  which  also  served  for 
the  re-edification  of  the  body  of  Winchester  cathedral. 
At  least  the  registers  of  Winchester  inform  us,  that  when 
William  of  Wykeham  undertook  that  work,  the  material 
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was  supplied  from  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  that  the  Abbot 
of  Quarr  was  commissioned  to  provide  carriages  for  its 
conveyance  as  far  as  the  sea- shore.  The  stone  dug  from 
these  quarries  is  still  in  common  use.  It  varies  much 
in  quality,  being  in  part  exceedingly  hard  and  durable, 
and  in  part  light,  porous,  and  admitting  of  rapid  calci- 
nation. The  inferior  sort  appears  in  the  construction 
of  nearly  all  the  garden  walls,  out-buildings,  and  cottages, 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  walk  may  be  extended  from  hence,  if  it  is  thought 
desirable,  by  tracing  another  foot-path,  leading  to  Fish- 
bourne,  also  called  Fish  House,  a  little  village  situated  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Wootton  river,  where  there  is  a  ship- 
builder's yard,  from  which  even  frigates  have  been 
launched,  as  have  also  several  of  those  fine  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  members  of  the  Yacht  club.  The  return 
to  Ryde  is  practicable  along  the  shore,  when  the  tide  is 
down  ;  or  it  may  be  pursued  by  keeping  onward  after 
passing  through  the  village,  and  falling  into  the  road 
from  Newport,  The  country  rises  into  considerable 
elevations  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  is  finely  wooded 
in  parts  even  to  the  water's  edge. 

EXCURSIONS, 

1.    To  Wootton  Bridge,  and  Fern  Rill;    returning  by    Fire-stone 
Copse,  and  Binstead  Hill. 

This  is  a  pleasant  drive,  though  short,  and  not  present- 
ing any  very  remarkable  objects.  To  Wootton  Bridge, 
by  the  Newport  road,  is  three  miles.  Soon  after  leaving 
Ryde,  observe  on  the  right  Westmount,  the  seat  of  Mrs. 
Lind,* 

Arriving  at  WOOTTON  BRIDGE,  Kite  Hill,  the  residence 
of  Mrs.  Popham,  is  seen  on  the  left.  This  village  is  one 
of  the  most  pleasingly  situated  in  the  island.  It  is  placed 
in  a  hollow,  through  the  centre  of  which  flows  the 
Wootton  River,  an  object  in  itself  highly  picturesque, 
especially  at  high  water,  when,  with  all  its  accompani- 

*  Now  of  Richard  Tulk,  Esquire. 
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merits  of  shipping,  the  wooded  eminences  around,  and 
the  beautiful  contiguous  grounds  of  Fern  Hill,  a  scene 
is  presented  that  can  scarcely  fail  to  gratify  every  visitant. 
A  passage-boat,  between  this  village  and  Portsmouth, 
goes  and  returns  daily. 

Leaving  this  pretty  spot,  and  gaining  the  top  of  the 
hill,  a  road  to  the  right,  leading  from  the  house  and  plea- 
sing grounds  of  the  Rev.  R.  Walton  White,  conducts  to 
the  Church,  which  is  a  dependency  upon  that  of  Whip- 
pingham.  It  is  without  any  features  of  interest ;  and 
the  only  point  of  importance  in  its  history  is,  that  it  is 
erected  on  the  site  of  a  former  edifice,  whose  destruction 
Avas  occasioned  by  fire.  In  the  same  direction  lies 
King's  Quay,  about  two  miles  from  the  village  where 
King  John  is  said  to  have  secluded  himself,  as  noticed 
in  our  historical  sketch  of  the  Isle, 

The  road  to  the  left  leads  to  Wootton  Common  ;  whither 
proceeding,  we  are  struck  with  a  fine  view  of  the  Downs 
and  the  adjacent  country.  The  common  is  now  com- 
pletely enclosed,  and  possesses  nothing  more  remarkable 
than  the  neat  cottage  of  George  Brannon,  the  self-taught 
artist,  whose  "  Views,"  considering  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  have  been  produced,  must  be  admitted 
by  all  to  do  credit  both  to  his  native  talent  and  his  industry. 

Before  reaching  the  common,  we  have  passed  on  the 
left  FERN  HILL,  the  seat  of  Samuel  Saunders,  esq.  This 
mansion,  erected  by  the  late  duke  of  Bolton,  when 
governor  of  the  island,  is  in  a  style  not  quite  calculated 
to  convey  a  favourable  idea  of  the  erector's  taste.  It  is 
meant  for  Gothic.  A  lofty  tower,  battlemented,  and 
crowned  by  a  circular  observatory,  looks  imposingly  it  is 
true,  around ;  but  the  general  aspect  is  more  church- 
like  than  domestic;  and  the  noble  trees  which  rise  in  rear 
of  and  about  the  structure,  and  the  magnificent  ever- 
greens and  shrubs  that  adorn  the  grounds,  together  with 
the  beauty  in  other  respects  of  those  grounds  themselves, 
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will  generally  be  admitted  to  form  the  chief  attractions 
of  Fern  Hill. 

Again  reaching  Wootton,  the  return  to  Hyde  by  Fire- 
stone Copse  andBinstead  Hill  has  been  already  indicated. 
It  is  recommended  by  variety,  but  affords  no  scope  for 
remark. 

2.     To  St.   Helen's,   Brading,   Yaverland,   and  Bembridge  Point; 
returning  by  Ashey  Down. 

Taking  the  Brading  road  from  Ryde,  the  tourist  will 
have  on  his  left  the  various  objects  described  in  the  walk 
to  Sea  View  :  but  he  will  avoid  the  direct  route  to  Bra- 
ding  when  he  reaches  St.  Clare,  through  adopting  the 
detour  by  St.  Helen's. 

Pass  the  entrance  to  The  Priory  on  the  left,  with  a 
part  of  the  noble  woods  attached  to  the  demesne.  This 
mansion  and  grounds,  late  the  seat  of  Sir  Nash  Grose, 
now  that  of  his  nephew,  Edward  Grose  Smithfesq.,  have 
long  been  regarded  as  constituting  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful retreats  in  the  island.  The  house  is  well  and 
handsomely  built  of  free-stone :  it  overlooks  a  fine  sloping 
lawn,  and  a  stretch  of  the  richly  wooded  scenery  in  which 
this  part  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  certainly  excels  every  other, 
and  commands  besides  a  fine  aquatic  and  coast  view. 
The  forest  trees  are  of  luxuriant  growth,  and  flourish 
down  to  the  water's  edge :  while  the  magnolias,  hydran- 
gias,  myrtles,  and  other  ornamental  shrubs,  attain  a  size 
and  beauty  rarely  surpassed  elsewhere.  There  are  ex- 
tensive wood-walks  cut  in  the  cliffs  :  and  the  sands  are 
delightful.  This  seat  has  been  the  residence  of  the  Grose 
family,  and  their  ancestors,  since  the  time  of  James  the 
Second.  Jt  derived  its  name  from  the  lands  (which 
form  the  greater  part  of  the  parish  of  St.  Helen's)  having 
formerly  belonged  to  a  priory  of  Cluniac  monks,  founded 
before  the  year  1155.  No  traces  exist  of  the  monastic 
buildings,  which  are  supposed  to  have  stood  in  a  field 
near  the  old  church  :  but  towards  the  extremity  of  the 
*  Now  of  Heuley  Smith,  Esquire. 
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partments  of  bricks  placed  in  what  is  called  the  herring- 
bone fashion.  This  is  an  ancient  market-town — "The 
Kyng's  Towne  of  Bradynge,"  as  it  is  styled  on  the  com- 
mon seal — paying  an  annual  fee-farm  rent  of  four  marks 
into  the  exchequer,  and  being  governed  by  two  bailiffs, 
a  recorder,  and  thirteen  jurats.  Its  first  charter  bears 
date  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth.  It  has  also  a  court 
of  pie-poudre,and  two  fairs,  held  annually,  on  the  12th  of 
May  and  2nd  of  October.  The  market-house  and  town- 
hall  form  together  an  inconsiderable  structure  near  the 
Church. 

The  last-mentioned  edifice  is  supposed  to  occupy  the 
site  of  the  first  erection  for  Christian  worship  in  the  is- 
land, the  founder  of  which  was  Wilfrid,  bishop  of  Win- 
chester, who  is  said  to  have  consecrated  it  in  the  year 
704.  From  that  circumstance,  some  have  imagined  that 
this  is  Wilfrid's  church,  and  it  is  customary  to  speak  of 
it  as  "  the  oldest  in  the  Isle  of  Wight."  But  there  is 
nothing  in  the  structure  to  warrant  our  receiving  even 
the  latter  account  as  correct.  We  will  only  observe,  that 
the  neighbouring  church  of  Yaverland  is  unquestionably 
the  older  edifice ;  and  that  is  supposed  to  have  been 
erected  not  earlier  than  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First. 
Brading  church,  however,  is  doubtless  an  antique  and  in- 
teresting building :  it  is  large,  having  a  body,  chancel, 
and  side-aisles ;  and  its  massive  round  pillars,  surmounted 
by  Norman  capitals,  and  supporting  pointed  arches,  are 
alone  a  study  for  the  antiquary.  This  was  one  scene  of 
the  pious  labours  of  the  late  Rev.  Legh  Richmond,  who 
was  for  a  time  curate  of  Brading ;  and  the  front  of  the 
gallery  exhibits  an  ingenious  contrivance  of  his,  which, 
by  means  of  a  variety  of  little  sliding  boards,  inscribed 
with  letters  and  figures,  shows  the  congregation  the 
psalm  to  be  sung,  and  the  version.  There  are  some  old 
tombs  in  the  communion  place,  and  in  Sir  Willian  Og- 
lander's  chapel,  or  family  burial-place,  which  is  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  church  by  an  oak  screen.  The  most 
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ancient  legible  date  of  these  monuments  is  1567 :  two  of 
them  have  full-length  figures  in  armour,  of  solid  elm  wood, 
originally  painted  in  their  proper  colours,  and  gilt,  but 
now  disfigured  by  coats  of  dirty  white.  There  are  also 
several  old  table  tombs,  whose  inscriptions  are  illegible,  in 
the  church-yard ;  and  here  is  the  celebrated  epitaph  to 
Mrs.  Ann  Berry,  set  to  music  by  Dr.  Calcott,  beginning 

"Forgive,  blest  shade,  the  tributary  tear." 

This,  and  two  other  well-written  epitaphs,  one  to  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Berry,  and  another  for  an  infant  of  the 
name  of  Dyer,  were  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr. 
Gill,  curate  of  Newclmrch,  An  inscription  of  equal 
celebrity  informs  us,  in  its  concluding  line,  that 

"  JANE,  the  Young  Cottager,  lies  buried  here." 

Many  of  our  readers  will  scarcely  need  to  be  informed 
that  this  interesting  female  was  a  resident  in  Brading  : 
and  such  readers  will  be  equally  well  acquainted  with  the 
fact,  that  at  a  short  distance  from  the  town  stood  Knigh- 
ton  House,  where,  for  a  short  time,  in  the  capacity  of  a 
servant,  lived  the  "  Dairy-man's  daughter."  Mr,  Rich- 
mond may  be  said  to  have  immortalised  the  names  of 
both  these  humble  personages  by  his  well-known  tracts. 

Brading  Haven,  which  has  been  alluded  to,  is  an  arm 
of  the  sea  at  high  water,  and,  when  the  tide  recedes,  a 
marsh  of  very  considerable  extent,  comprising  nearly 
eight  hundred  and  sixty  acres*  It  allows  of  small  vessels 
lying  at  the  town  quay. 

We  cross  Brading  Down  to  arrive  at  Yaverland.  Bern- 
bridge  Down  appears  on  the  left ;  and  a  stream  of  most 
serpentine  form,  lying  like  a  silver  braid  along  the  mea- 
dows between.  This  stream,  though  nameless,  traverses  a 
great  part  of  the  island  before  it  empties  itself  into  Brading 
haven,  and  turns  several  mills. 

*  In  1830  Sir  Hugh  Middleton  undertook  to  rescue  this  tract  of  land 
from  the  sea,  and  for  a  time  succeeded  by  means  of  an  embankment.  But 
in  a  wet  season  a  spring-tide  made  an  irreparable  breach,  and  ended  an 
experiment  which  had  cost  upwards  of  ,£7000. 
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Yaverlaud  is  made  interesting  only  by  its  little  Church, 
already  said  to  have  been  erected  in  the  time  of  Edward 
the  First.  Indeed,  it  seems  likely  that  parts  of  it  are  more 
ancient ;  especially  the  curious  round-headed  arch  into 
the  chancel,  which,  with  much  good  taste,  is  preserved 
in  its  ancient  state,  though  the  walls  around  it  are  en- 
crusted with  whitewash.  The  south  door-way  has  an 
arch  of  similar  form  and  character.  On  Ash  Wednesday, 
1833,  several  of  the  stately  elm-trees  contiguous  to  this 
church  were  blown  down,  and  three  of  them  fell  in  as 
many  different  directions  around  and  close  to  the  sacred 
building,  committing  only  the  trifling  injury  of  chipping 
off  a  piece  of  one  of  the  tiles  on  the  south  side  ! — an  al- 
most miraculous  preservation  of  the  little  structure,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  surrounding  peasantry. 

The  manor  farm-house,  which  stands  close  to  Yaver- 
land  church,  is  a  mansion  of  the  times  of  Elizabeth,  or  her 
successor,  James  the  First.  It  is  probable  that  the  church 
was  originally  only  a  chapel  for  the  use  of  the  manorial 
lords,  as  it  is  still  a  dependency  upon  that  of  Brading. 

Yaverland  may  be  said  to  form  part  of  the  peninsula 
which  ends  in  Bembridye  Point* where  is  the  small  vil- 
lage before  noticed  as  overlooking  the  haven  towards  St. 
Helen's.  The  chapel  here  is  of  pleasing  form,  and  quite 
a  modern  erection,  having  been  consecrated  by  the  pres- 
ent Bishop  of  Winchester  in  1827.  The  situation  of  the 
neat  houses  around  it  must  be  allowed  by  all  to  be  one 
of  no  common  beauty.  The  celebrated  Culver  Cliffs 
range  along  the  opposite  side  of  the  peninsula;  they 
are  four  hundred  feet  high,  and  command,  as  may  be 
supposed,  a  most  extensive  view,  of  which  the  main  fea- 
ture is  the  broad  bosom  of  the  British  Channel.  In  these 
cliffs  is  a  cavern  called  Hermit's  Hole,  which  may  be  visi- 
ted by  a  path  from  the  top  ;  but  the  descent  is  not  unat- 
tended with  danger,  and  the  object  is  not  worth  the  risk 
that  must  be  run  to  accomplish  it.  Culver  Cliffs  were 
the  scene  of  the  Rev.  Legh  Richmond's  meeting  with  the 

*  On  the  summit  of  Bembridge  Down,  an  obelisk  of  solid  granite,  75 
feet  high,  has  lately  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  Earl  of  Yarborough. 
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"  Negro  Servant,"  which,  together  with  the  surrounding 
scenery,  he  so  well  describes  in  the  tract  published  under 
that  title. 

Prior  to  the  return  from  Yaverland  to  Hyde,  the  tourist 
may  view  Sandown  Fort>  built  to  command  the  wide- 
spreading  bay  of  the  same  name,  and  thus  to  defend  the 
only  avenue  upon  this  part  of  the  coast  by  nature  left 
open  to  the  descent  of  an  enemy.  The  fortification  in 
itself  possesses  nothing  to  interest ;  it  is  of  quadrangular 
form,  and  has  a  bastion  at  each  angle.  It  was  built  with 
the  materials  of  one  of  Henry  the  Eighth's  castles,  which, 
by  the  time  of  Charles  the  First,  it  was  found  indispen- 
sable to  remove,  on  account  of  the  inroads  made  by  the 
sea.  Contiguous  is  a  cottage,  pointed  out  as  once  the  resi- 
dence of  that  celebrated  political  character,  John  Wilkes. 

The  village  of  Sandown  has  of  late  years  considerably 
increased.  It  contains  a  newly  erected  church  and  a 
number  of  pretty  detached  houses,  near  the  sea  shore, 
which  are  let  as  summer  residences.  There  are,  besides, 
a  neat  little  inn  on  the  beach  and  a  comfortable  boarding- 
house,  called  Albion  Cottage,  kept  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walkyer.  The  tourist  will  be  amply  repaid  by  a  visit  to 
this  beautiful  spot,  which,  strange  to  say,  the  public 
conveyances  usually  avoid. 

The  return  may  then  be  varied  by  passing  over  Ashey 
Down,  on  the  apex  of  which  is  erected  a  triangular  pyra- 
mid of  hewn  stone,  about  twenty  feet  high,  having  its 
point  as  it  were  obliquely  cut  off :  it  serves  as  a  mark  for 
ships  coming  into  St.  Helen's  Roads,  or  Spithead,  and  was 
built  for  that  purpose  at  the  expense  of  the  government. 
The  view  from  the  summit  of  the  down  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  island,  being  as  extensive  as  it  is  beautifully 
diversified.  It  is  familiarly  known  as  Ashey  Sea  mark. 


CHAPTER  III. 


COWES,  AND  ITS  VICINITY. 

THE  town  of  Cowes  bears  much  the  same  relation  to 
Southampton,  as  that  of  Hyde  does  to  Portsmouth. 
Like  Ryde,  it  is  the  point  of  communication  between  the 
Isle  of  Wight  and  the  nearest  place  of  importance  on  the 
opposite  shore :  and  it  must  be  added,  that  the  approach 
by  the  steam-boat  is  calculated  to  impress  a  very  favour- 
able idea  of  it  upon  the  mind  of  the  visitant,  The  har- 
bour and  roadstead  being  generally  occupied  by  shipping, 
present  a  very  lively  appearance :  and  the  town  itself, 
distinguished  by  the  titles  of  East  and  "West,  from  the 
respective  positions  of  its  parts  on  the  banks  of  the 
Medina,  opens  most  agreeably  on  the  spectator  as  the 
vessel  advances.  A  conspicuous  object  on  the  eastern 
shore  is  the  Castle  built  by  John  Nash,  esq.,  with  the 
rich  foliage  with  which  it  is  surrounded.  On  the  oppo- 
site bank,  West  Cowes,  by  far  the  more  important  portion 
of  the  place,  is  seen  to  great  advantage.  Here,  West 
Cowes  Castle,  and  the  villas  near,  with  the  Royal  Yacht 
Club-House,  the  new  Chapel,  and  the  trees  intermixed 
throughout,  form  an  admirable  group.  The  charm  is 
well-nigh  dispelled,  it  is  true,  on  entering  the  High 
Street,  which  is  both  narrow  and  winding  :  but  it  revives 
in  the  delightful,  ever-undulating  environs.  Many  of 
the  houses,  even  in  the  High  Street  itself,  have  a  beauti- 
ful look-out  seaward;  and  some  of  the  best  lodging- 
houses  being  there  situated,  derive  convenience  of  course 
from  their  neighbourhood  to  the  numerous  and  excellent 
shops.  The  general  appearance  of  the  place  is  far  less 
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regular  than  Ryde ;  but  it  has  recommendations  pe- 
culiarly its  own,  among  Avhich  the  noble  entrance  to  the 
river,  the  commodious  harbour,  and  the  naval  bustle  usu- 
ally attendant  upon  a  port,  must  be  especially  mentioned. 

The  period  at  which  Cowes  literally  appears  in  "  all 
its  glory,"  is  that  of  the  annual  Regatta,  which  usually 
takes  place  in  August.  At  that  season,  as  a  contempo- 
rary writer  remarks, "  the  royal  yachts  frequently  honour 
the  Club  by  their  attendance ;  a  man  of  war  or  two  is 
likewise  ordered  here  for  the  occasion;  the  brig,  schooner, 
and  cutter-yachts  of  all  dimensions,  are  dressed,  as  it  is 
termed,  in  the  various  colours  and  signals  of  the  R.Y.S. 
(Royal  Yacht  Squadron) ;  the  steam-packets,  with  nu- 
merous private  yachts,  and  almost  countless  boats,  from 
the  ornamental  canoe  to  the  man  of  war's  launch,  are 
passing  in  every  direction :  while  the  peculiar  character 
of  the  scenery  presents  the  whole  in  so  conveniently 
bounded  a  circumference,  as  adds  material  beauty  to  this 
grand  naval  spectacle."  The  Royal  Yacht  Squadron 
Home,  which  may  be  viewed  as  the  focus  of  this  inter- 
esting scene,  being  the  place  at  which  the  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  of  the  club  hold  their  meetings,  stands  on  the 
PARADE,  and  forms  a  conspicuous  feature  of  that  delight- 
ful spot,  It  is  distinguished  by  the  semaphore,  and  other 
apparatus,  for  the  display  of  the  signals  made  by  the 
members  of  the  club  to  their  respective  vessels  in  the 
roadstead.  The  Squadron,  which  was  established  in  the 
year  1812,  is  graced  by  the  names  of  some  of  the  most 
distinguished  among  our  English  nobility;  with  the  Earl 
of  Wilton  and  Marquis  of  Donegal,  for  Commodore  and 
Vice  Commodore. 

A  little  eastward  of  the  Squadron-house  stands  a  villa, 
formerly  the  property,  and  occasional  residence,  of  George 
the  Fourth.  G .  W.  Ward,  Esq.  of  Northwood  House,  is 
its  present  owner,  succeeding  his  brother,  the  late  G.  H. 
Ward,  Esq.  A  variety  of  pleasant  lodginghouses  intervene 
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in  the  opposite  direction,  bet  vecn  the  Club  House  and 
the  Castle ;  which  latter  was  originally  only  one  of  the 
small  semi-circular  batteries  erected  by  Henry  the 
Eighth.  The  work  of  that  monarch  still  remains,  and 
nearly  in  its  first  state ;  exhibiting  the  peculiarities  of 
the  limestone  of  which  it  is  composed,  both  as  to  the 
hardness  and  durability  of  the  stones,  and  the  singular 
little  cavities  appearing  every  where  upon  their  surfaces  ; 
being  occasioned  by  the  perishing  of  the  small  shells  im- 
bedded in  the  original  substance.  The  battery  mounts 
elevenguns.  Only  a  small  part  of  the  mansion,  which 
forms  the  upper  portion  of  the  structure,  is  ancient ;  both 
it,  and  the  grounds  attached,  having  received  considerable 
additions  and  improvements  of  late  years,  particularly 
from  the  marquis  of  Anglesea,  who  is  the  present  gov- 
ernor, and  some  part  of  whose  family  is  generally  resident 
here. 

The  Castle  forms  one  extremity  of  the  Parade :  the 
Marine  Hotel  stands  at  the  other.  This  house,  with  the 
Fountain  and  the  Vine  in  the  High  Street,  are  the  three 
principal  Inns.  All  of  them  afford  accommodations  for 
landing  :  but  the  principal  work  of  this  kind,  and  what 
may  indeed  be  considered  as  the  Toum  Quay,  is  that  con- 
nected with  the  premises  of  the  Fountain.  Here  the 
steam-packets  discharge  and  receive  their  passengers, 
without  the  intervention  of  boats ;  a  facility  for  which 
visitors  are  indebted  to  the  late  George  Ward,  esq.,  at 
whose  expense  this  great  public  improvement  was  erected. 

There  are  Baths  contiguous  to  the  Parade  at  its  west 
end,  which  afford  all  the  customary  accommodations. 
Owing  to  the  steepness  of  the  beach,  the  machines  are 
lowered  by  means  of  windlasses ;  and  from  the  same  cir- 
cumstance it  arises  that  the  bather  may  here  add  depth 
of  water  to  the  calm  surface  and  the  security  which  are 
enjoyed  at  Ryde.  The  shore  is  naturally  rocky  at  this 
part  of  the  island ;  but  care  has  been  taken  to  remove 
any  impediments  to  pleasant  bathing  that  might  have 
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resulted  therefrom.  Hewitfs  Vapour,  Warm,  Shower, 
and  Plunging  Baths,  are  at  No.  74,  High  Street. 

After  the  Baths,  we  should  perhaps  mention  the  Li- 
braries. These  are  two  in  number,  both  situated  in 
the  High  Street,  and  are  known  respectively  by  the 
names  of  their  proprietors,  Messrs.  Pinhorn  and  Moir. 

In  public  buildings,  Cowes  does  not  stand  conspicu- 
ous. The  Town-hall  is  a  perfectly  plain  and  unobtrusive 
structure.  In  it  the  commissioners  for  improving  the 
place  hold  their  weekly  meetings.  Below  is  the  Market- 
house.  The  whole  was  erected  in  pursuance  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  obtained  in  the  year  1816.  The  Custom- 
house is  a  neat  stone  building,  situated  in  Medina  Road. 

The  Church,  or  more  properly  Chapel,  is  a  dependency 
upon  that  of  Northwood,  in  which  parish  Cowes  is  situ- 
ated. It  is  one  of  the  very  few  edifices  of  its  kind, 
whose  origin  may  be  traced  to  the  time  of  the  Protector 
Cromwell,  having  been  built  in  the  year  1653.  Owing 
to  the  peculiar  spirit  of  that  age,  it  was  not  consecrated 
by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  until  1662,  and  then  was 
not  dedicated,  as  is  customary,  to  any  particular  saint. 
A  Mr.  Richard  Stephens  endowed  it,  in  1671,  with  £5 
per  annum ;  and,  says  the  historian  Worsley,  "  it  was 
further  endowed,  in  the  year  1679,  by  Bishop  Morley, 
with  the  sum  of  £20  per  annum,  provided  the  inhabit- 
ants paid  their  minister  (who  is  always  a  person  of  their 
own  choosing)  the  sum  of  £40  per  annum ;  but  in  case 
of  a  failure  on  their  part,  the  said  endowment  to  be 
forfeited  for  ever."  It  is  not  the  least  singular  part  of 
the  history  of  this  chapel,  that,  notwithstanding  Wors- 
ley's  assertion  of  the  right  of  presentation  by  the  inha- 
bitants, two  clergymen  in  succession  have  been  appointed 
to  the  incumbency  by  the  vicar  of  Northwood;  owing 
to  the  permission  of  which,  as  it  is  said,  the  townsmen 
have  lost  their  ancient  privilege.  In  1811,  the  building 
was  enlarged  and  improved,  at  the  expense  of  nearly 
£3000,  by  the  late  George  Ward,  esq. ;  and  it  owes  to 
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the  same  gentleman  the  tower  at  the  west  end,  which 
also  serves  as  the  family  mausoleum.  The  style  of  this 
tower  is  certainly  more  singular  than  tasteful :  the  ar- 
chitect was  John  Nash,  esq.  The  monument  within,  to 
the  memory  of  Mrs.  Ward,  should  be  inspected  by 
every  visitor. 

A  striking  contrast  to  this  chapel,  as  regards  archi- 
tectural effect,  is  afforded  by  the  "  Church  or  Chapel  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,"  consecrated  June  21st,  1832,  and 
erected  at  the  sole  expense  of  an  individual,  Mrs.  Good- 
win. This  very  pleasing  edifice  stands  commandingly 
on  that  part  of  the  hill,  commonly  called  the  West  Cliff, 
which  overlooks  the  Baths.  Its  gothic  chjvracter,  exter- 
nally, is  chastely  and  appropriately  sustained ;  while,  in- 
ternally, it  may  lay  just  claim  to  the  praise  of  elegance. 
Here,  the  long  pointed  windows  on  each  side  have  not 
their  effect  spoiled,  as  is  so  commonly  the  case,  by  side 
galleries :  and  there  is  a  charming  lightness  and  taste 
in  the  trusses  under  the  ceiling,  as  well  as  in  the  altar 
screen,  which,  ornamented  with  niches,  canopies,  and 
open  work,  is  well  contrasted  by  the  small  but  good 
stained- glass  window  at  the  east  end.  The  exterior  is 
of  white  brick,  with  window-cases,  mullions,  &c.,  of 
Bath  stone.  The  architect  was  Mr.  Bramble  of  Ports- 
mouth. Mrs.  Goodwin,  to  whom  we  have  already  said 
the  town  is  indebted  for  this  ecclesiastical  structure,  is  a 
lady  residing  at  the  extremity  of  the  West  Cliff,  who 
also  gave  the  freehold  ground,  and  endowed  the  chapel 
with  the  interest  of  £1000  in  the  3^  per  cents,  as  well 
as  with  a  further  sum  for  repairs.  These  endowments, 
it  is  true,  were  demanded  by  an  Act  for  the  regulation 
of  new  churches  built  from  private  sources,  which  passed 
in  the  present  reign ;  but  that  circumstance  detracts  no- 
thing from  the  munificence  of  such  an  example. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Chapel  is  perhaps  the  next  most 
important  religious  edifice.  It  stands  in  Carvel  Lane 
and  presents  a  brick  elevation,  in  external  appearance 
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more  domestic  than  ecclesiastical.  The  interior  is  lofty, 
and  fitted  up  with  some  pretensions  to  that  splendour 
of  effect  so  common  in  structures  appropriated  to  the 
service  of  the  Catholic  faith. 

The  Wesleyan  Chapel,  in  Medina  Road,  has  a  very 
neat  front,  of  Swanage  stone.  Though  with  scarcely  an 
architectural  feature,  except  a  pediment  and  cornice,  it 
has  an  extremely  chaste  and  pleasing  effect.  The  inte- 
rior is  correspondently  handsome  and  appropriate. 

The  Independent  Chapel,  on  Sun  Hill,  is  a  plain  brick 
edifice,  not  requiring  particular  remark. 

Of  religious  and  benevolent  institutions,  Cowes,  to  its 
honour,  possesses  its  full  share.  Among  these  may  be 
reckoned  the  National  Schools,  erected  in  1821,  on  a 
site  bestowed  by  the  late  George  Ward,  esq. ;  various 
Sunday  Schools ;  a  Ladies'  Bible  Association ;  the  Sea- 
man's Library ;  the  Parochial  Lending  Library ;  a 
Friendly  Society  j  a  Dispensary,  &c. 

The  West  Cliff,  with  its  delightfully  situated  cottages, 
deserves  particular  mention.  It  may  be  visited  in  con- 
nection with  the  Parade,  of  which,  indeed,  it  may  be 
viewed  as  a  continuation ;  and,  certainly,  few  places  can 
boast  a  more  charming  intermixture  of  trees,  gardens, 
and  pleasure-grounds,  with  pleasing  cottages,  and  hand- 
some houses,  than  is  presented  by  the  whole  line  from 
the  Marine  Hotel  to  the  end  of  the  Cliff.  Pursuing 
this  route  by  the  beach,  the  villas  of  the  Earl  of  Belfast* 
and  Lord  Granthamfwill  be  seen  on  the  left ;  or,  taking 
the  road,  the  visitor  will  pass  Trafalgar  House,  the  occa- 
sional residence  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  By  extending 
the  walk  we  shall  reach  the  most  northern  point  of  the 
island,  which,  rather  strangely,  bears  the  name  of  Egypt. 
Here  stands  Egypt  House,  the  property  of  Sir  Thomas 
Tancred,  bart.  Its  site  is  an  agreeable  lawn,  which  is 
only  separated  by  a  stone  wall  from  the  beach.  Though 
the  greater  part  is  modern,  having  been  rebuilt  about 
twenty-five  years  since,  an  antique  character  is  well  pre- 

*  Now  of  the  Marquis  of  Donegal.  t  Now  of  Earl  de  Grey. 
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served  throughout  the  edifice ;  and,  notwithstanding  its 
cheerful  out-look  upon  the  Solent,  it  has  somewhat  of 
an  air  of  seclusion  almost  monastic, 

Strangers  frequently  conclude  this  ramble  from  the 
Parade,  on  the  West  Cliff,  by  proceeding  to  Gurnard's 
Bay,  a  spot  not  remarkable  except  as  having  been  once 
distinguished  by  a  town,  where  now  stand  only  two  or 
three  insignificant  cottages.  Charles  the  Second  is  said 
to  have  landed  here,  on  occasion  of  a  visit  which  he  paid 
to  the  island. 

Before  proceeding  further  in  our  notice  of  the  environs 
of  West  Cowes,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  mention 
Northwood  Park,  the  seat  of  George  Willm.  Ward,  esq. 
The  spacious  house  attached  to  this  charming  demesne, 
crowns  the  hill  that  overlooks  the  town,  and  is  contigu- 
ous to  the  old  chapel,  the  grounds  communicating  with 
the  cemetery  by  a  light  iron  gate.  The  views  from  this 
elevated  site  are  of  equal  extent  and  beauty  both  sea- 
ward and  inland.  The  grounds  are  highly  ornamental 
and  tasteful,  in  situation  much  resembling  those  attached 
to  the  Parsonage,  and  to  Mr.  Fleming's  seat,  at  Binsteacl; 
but  they  are  less  picturesque  and  romantic,  as  regards  the 
decent  towards  the  shore. 

The  walk  from  Cowes  called  the  Debourne  Walk  leaves 
this  delightful  seat  on  the  left,  and  passes  the  pretty  cot- 
tage orne  of  Mrs.  Wilding?  It  is  distinguished  as  the 
Debourne  Walk,  from  the  name  of  the  manor  of  which 
G.  W.  Ward,  Esq.  is  the  lord.  Both  for  beauty  and  va- 
riety of  scenery,  it  will  yield  the  palm  to  none  on  the 
north  side  of  the  island. 

Another  favourite  ramble  is  the  Mill  Walk,  which  also 
affords  delightful  views,  especially  of  the  town  itself,  with 
the  harbour  and  road-stead.  By  this  route  we  pass  West 
Hill,  the  residence  of  the  Misses  Ward,  a  cottage  in  the 
English  rustic  style ;  also  Mill-Hill  House,  the  seat  of 
Mrs.  Admiral  Osborne.  Grove  Cottage,  the  property  of 
Captain  Knight ;  and  Moor-Home,  a  Gothic  villa,  be- 

*  Now  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Atkinson. 
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longing  to  Mrs.  James  Ward,  are  in  the  same  neighbour- 
hood. The  walk  may  be  extended  to  the  parish  Church, 
or  that  of  Northwood,  which  is  two  miles  and  a  half  dis- 
tant ;  but  the  gratification  to  the  pedestrian  will  chiefly 
arise  from  the  objects  by  the  way,  as  the  sacred  structure 
contains  in  itself  nothing  to  interest.  The  population 
of  Northwood  in  1841  was  5,147;  Cowes  containing 
4,107  out  of  that  number. 

EAST  COWES 

Is  approached  from  its  opposite  neighbour  by  &  ferry,  at 
which  the  regular  demand  upon  the  passenger  is  one  half- 
penny ;  though  few,  it  is  to  be  imagined,  restrict  their 
liberality  to  the  fare.  Here  are  an  Hotel,  Baths,  and 
other  appendages  proper  to  a  watering-place.  The  late 
Custom-house  is  a  Station  for  the  Preventive  Service. 
The  parish  church  is  that  of  Whippingham,  which  is  two 
miles  and  a  half  distant :  but,  for  the  convenience  of 
members  of  the  establishment,  a  church  has  been  erected 
(by  subscription)  in  the  valley  below  East  Cowes  Castle, 
for  which  John  Nash,  esq.,  gave  the  ground,  and  was  the 
architect.  Of  this  edifice  all  that  can  properly  be  said 
is,  that  it  is  small,  has  no  style,  and  is  plain  as  plainness 
itself.  The  Independents  also  have  a  chapel  here. 
East  Cowes  Castle,  now  the  property  of  N.  Barwell,  esq., 
stands  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  that  looks  towards  West 
Cowes,  and,  together  with  its  grounds,  forms  a  point  of 
attraction  with  most  visitors  to  either  of  those  places. 
The  site  is  well  selected  for  a  residence  of  the  Gothic 
character ;  and  the  general  effect  of  this  castle,  with  its 
surrounding  woods,  must  be  admitted  to  be  imposing. 
On  a  nearer  inspection,  it  is  seen  to  unite  the  features  of 
the.  castellated  mansion  of  a  late  date,  with  those  of  the 
baronial  strong-hold  of  a  much  earlier  period  ;  the  for- 
mer, doubtless,  for  convenience,  the  latter  for  the  sake 
of  antiquated  and  striking  appearance.  Whether  such 
an  union  be  consistent  with  correct  taste,  is  a  question 
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which  perhaps  may  not  improperly  arise  n  the  mind 
of  the  observer :  in  this,  as  in  many  other  instances, 
we  confess  to  have  been  but  little  struck  with  the 
propriety  of  machicolated  towers  frowning  over  the 
elegancies  of  domestic  architecture.  When  time  has 
divested  a  style  of  building  of  its  objects,  it  should  be 
either  abandoned,  or,  if  adopted,  the  imitation  should  be 
complete,  and  should  exhibit  no  incongruous  mixture  : 
a  principle  which  was  but  little  followed  by  the  late 
architect  and  proprietor,  Mr.  Nash. 

In  ascending  the  hill  by  the  old  carriage-road  several 
villas  present  themselves ;  Mr.  Auldjo's  on  the  right,  and 
Slatwood's,  Spring-hill,  and  St.  Thomas's  on  the  left,  the 
latter  embowered  in  shrubs  and  trees. 

Elm  Cottage,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Shute,  is  a-  more 
than  commonly  pretty  rustic  dwelling,  situate  opposite 
the  lodge  entrance  to  East  Cowes  Castle. 

OSBORNE.  This  magnificent  residence  is  now 
honoured  as  the  marine  villa  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Ma- 
jesty the  Queen.  The  park  and  grounds  comprise  up- 
wards of  300  acres,  and  are  well  stocked  with  noble 
timber,  sloping  gently  to  the  sea  beach.  The  views  from 
Osborne  are  extensive,  commanding  an  almost  uninter- 
rupted survey  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  Solent  and 
opposite  coast,  with  Portsmouth  and  Spithead  in  the 
distance.  The  original  mansion  was  in  the  occupation 
of  Eustace  Mann,  esq.  during  the  civil  wars  between 
Charles  the  First  and  his  Parliament.  A  copse  on  the 
estate  is  still  called  the  Money-copse,  from  a  tradition 
that  the  occupant  buried  some  treasure  here  which  has 
never  been  found.  Osborne  has  been  lately  so  exten- 
sively altered  by  Thomas  Cubitt,  esq.,  under  the  imme- 
diate direction  it  is  said  of  H.R.H.  Prince  Albert,  as 
scarcely  to  present  a  vestige  of  its  former  features. 
Accurate  elevations  of  both  the  ancient  and  modern 
state  of  the  building  are  annexed,  and  will  shew  the 
character  of  the  changes.  The  flag  tower  is  107  feet 
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in  height,  the  clock  tower  90,  the  first  terrace  wall 
17,  and  the  second  10.  The  royal  apartments  are 
in  the  upper  parts  of  the  buildings.  A  large  jetty 
has  been  constructed  in  a  sheltered  spot,  for  facilitat- 
ing Her  Majesty's  landing  and  embarking,  and  bathing 
machines  for  the  use  of  the  Royal  family  are  along- 
side. The  public  have  not  the  privilege  of  admission. 

Norris  Castle,  a  most  conspicuous  feature  in  the  coast- 
view  of  this  part  of  the  island,  may  be  approached  either 
by  the  road  we  have  just  quitted,  or  by  a  walk  along  the 
shore  :  the  latter,  of  course,  should  be  adopted  only  when 
the  tide  is  favourable.  Sir  J.  Wyattville  (then  Mr. 
Wyatt)  erected  this  remarkable  structure  for  the  late 
Lord  Henry  Seymour,  who  took  great  pride  in  it,  and 
evidently  received  pleasure  from  the  visits  of  strangers  to 
his  domain.  As  a  specimen  of  the  defensive  architecture 
of  the  age  which  it  affects,  it  certainly  offers  fewer  in- 
congruities than  East  Cowes  Castle ;  yet,  as  a  whole, 
it  is  infinitely  less  pleasing  to  the  eye,  as  well  as  less 
elegant.  The  deception  as  to  its  apparent  antiquity, 
however,  is  complete  to  those  unacquainted  with  the 
details  of  an  ancient  English  castle;  and  many  who 
might,  first  see  Norris  from  the  deck  of  a  steam-boat, 
would  be  readily  impressed  with  the  idea  that  centuries 
had  elapsed  since  the  period  of  its  erection.  The  stables, 
which  are  on  a  princely  scale,  the  Pier,  Bathing-house, 
and  Sea-walls,  all  erections  of  the  late  noble  owner, 
merit  at  least  passing  attention  from  the  visitor.  For 
two  seasons,  the  summers  of  1831  and  1832,  the  Castle 
was  chosen  as  the  residence  of  her  R.H.  the  Duchess 
of  Kent,  and  the  Princess  Victoria,  during  which 
periods  the  latter  improved  considerably  in  her  health. 
The  estate  was  subsequently  more  than  once  submitted 
to  public  auction,  without  finding  a  purchaser.  On 
one  occasion  it  was  bought  in  at  £20,000,  against  the 
publisher  of  the  present  volume,  who  had  been  com- 
missioned to  bid  for  it  by  a  distinguished  M.P.  After 
remaining  on  hand  for  a  long  time  it  was  sold,  it  is  said 
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for  considerably  less,  to  its  present  proprietor,  Robert 
Bell,  Esq. 

East  Cowes,  at  no  distant  period,  will  assume  a  very 
different  character.  The  fields  formerly  known  as 
Snamble's  farm,  are  now  converted  into  East  Cowes  park; 
in  which  it  is  intended  to  form  Botanical  gardens.  The 
drives  are  planted,  on  each  side,  with  shrubs  and  ever- 
greens, and  several  elegant  mansions  are  already  erected. 
The  patronage  of  Royalty  has  given  the  impetus  to 
these  improvements. 

The  road  to  WHIPPINGHAM  affords,  on  looking  back, 
a  very  picturesque  view  of  West  Cowes,  together  with 
the  Medina,  the  hills  to  the  south,  the  Solent  and 
Hampshire  coast  on  the  north,  and  on  the  right,  near 
at  hand,  East  Cowes  Castle.  The  very  neat  little  parish 
Church  of  Whippingham,  small  as  it  is,  consists  of  a 
body,  chancel,  transept,  tower,  and  spire.  It  is  here 
that  Her  Majesty  and  the  Royal  family  attend  Divine 
Service  during  their  sojourn  at  Osborne,  and  it  is  not 
impossible  for  the  stranger  to  obtain  a  seat,  even  on  such 
occasions,  but  he  must  be  there  some  time  before  the 
Royal  party  arrives,  as  the  doors  are  then  closed. 

Padmore,  the  seat  of  the  Rev.  J.  Jolliffe,  lies  a  little 
beyond  the  village.  The  house  is  partly  old,  and  was 
converted  from  a  farm-house  into  a  seat  by  a  former  oc- 
cupant. It  commands  a  lovely  view  up  the  Medina, 
with  the  country  on  each  side  and  the  downs  beyond. 

Barton  Farm,  which  is  beautifully  situated,  may  be 
viewed  on  the  return  to  Cowes.  Here  was  formerly  a 
small  Augustine  convent,  or  oratory,  some  traces  of 
which  are  yet  visible.  This  monastery  appears  to  have 
been  founded  in  1282,  and  endowed  with  the  manors 
of  Whippingham  and  Barton,  and  in  1439  the  estate 
was  given  to  St.  Mary's  College,  Winchester.  It  is 
the  property  of  Lady  Isabella  Blachford,  who  having 
leased  it  to  Her  Majesty,  it  is  now  in  the  course  of 
restoration. 


CHAPTER  IV. 
NEWPORT,  AND  THE  INTERIOR. 

NEWPORT  stands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  island  as  re- 
gards its  eastern  and  western  extremities,  and  is  not  far 
from  the  same  relative  positron  as  to  north  and  south. 
It  is  situated  in  a  pleasing  valley,  the  hills  surrounding 
which  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  its  home  scenery ;  and 
its  general  appearance  is  that  of  a  neat,  cleanly,  and 
cheerful  market-town.  It  is  the  capital  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight ;  has  a  population,  according  to  the  return  made 
in  1841,  of  6,346  persons ;  and  has  been  incorporated 
since  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  James  1.  The 
existing  corporation,  however,  was  constituted  by  Charles 
II.,  and  consists  of  a  Mayor,  Recorder,  ten  Aldermen, 
and  twelve  Burgesses.  As  previously  mentioned,  it  is 
the  only  town  in  the  island,  which,  by  the  Reform  Act, 
is  allowed  to  retain  its  privilege  of  sending  members  to 
Parliament.  As  a  place  of  trade*  it  is  much  aided  by 
its  centrical  situation,  and  by  the  river  Medina,  which 
is  navigable  from  hence  to  the  harbour  of  Cowes.  The 
agriculturist  considers  it  as  the  principal  mart  for  his 
produce ;  and  its  shops  supply  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
interior,  and  back  of  the  island,  with  such  articles  as  it 
is  usual  for  the  inhabitants  of  country  places  to  visit  a 
market-town  to  purchase,  f 

Newport  wears,  generally,  the  air  of  a  modern  town  ; 
and  perhaps  its  most  ancient  building,  the  church  ex- 
cepted,  is  the  Free  Grammar  School,  which  was  built  by 
subscription  in  the  year  1619.  Even  this  erection,  how- 
ever, retains  few  of  the  peculiar  features  of  its  era ;  and 
is  remarkable  only  as  having  been  chosen  for  that  con- 
ference between  Charles  I.  and  his  Parliament,  which 

*  The  lace  factory  near  Newport  is  the  principal  of  its  trade  establish- 
ments. 

\  The  gayest  days  at  Newport  are  at  the  time  of  Whitsuntide  fair  and 
on  three  successive  Saturdays  at  Michaelmas,  (termed  by  the  inhabitants 
the  first,  second,  and  third  bargain -Saturday,)  when  the  agricultural 
servants  receive  their  wages,  and  engage  for  the  following  year.  The  men 
assemble  at  one  part  of  the  town  and  the  women  at  another. 
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historians  designate  "  The  Treaty  of  Newport."  The 
apartment  made  memorable  by  this  conference  is  fifty 
feet  in  length,  and  was  at  that  time,  as  now,  the  school- 
room of  the  institution. 

The  Church,  dedicated  to  Thomas  a  Becket,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  founded  in  the  year  1172,  towards 
the  close  of  the  reign  of  Henry  II. ;  and  portions  of  the 
structure,  yet  remaining,  give  warranty  to  the  suppo- 
sition. But  many  have  been  the  alterations  of  later 
years :  in  particular,  the  north  and  south  aisles  seem  to 
have  been  restored,  if  not  wholly  rebuilt,  in  the  Tudor 
times;  and  additions  were  also  made  in  1701,  as  is  seen 
from  a  date  on  the  south  side.  The  interior  is  chiefly 
remarkable  for  a  curiously  carved  oaken  pulpit,  which 
bears  date  in  1636 :  the  execution  is  very  elaborate,  dis- 
playing a  series  of  figures  in  two  rows  of  compartments, 
the  uppermost  of  which  are  emblematic  of  the  cardinal 
virtues,  and  the  lower  of  various  sciences,  as  rhetoric, 
astrology,  music,  geometry,  &c.  The  pews,  and  altar- 
screen,  also  of  oak,  were  erected  in  1630.  Just  within 
the  screen,  is  a  small  brass  plate  in  the  floor,  inscribed  : 
"  Underneath,  in  a  lead  coffin,  rest  ye  Remains  of  Eliza- 
beth, 2d  Daughter  of  King  Charles  1st.  Obiit  Sep.  8th, 
1650 :  jEtat.  14."  This  inscription  was  placed  soon 
after  the  discovery,  in  1793,  of  the  vault  in  which  the 
princess  was  interred :  the  spot  having  been  originally 
marked  only  by  a  stone,  simply  bearing  the  letters  E.  S. 
She  died  a  prisoner  in  Carisbrook  Castle,  about  a  year 
and  a  hah*  after  her  father's  execution.  The  coffin  was 
inscribed  thus : — 

ELIZABETH, 

SECOND  DAUGHTER  OF  THE    LATE  KING  CHARLES, 
DECE'D  SEPTEMBER  STH.  MDCL. 

The  most  important  sepulchral  memorial  in  this 
church,  the  above  mentioned  excepted,  is  that  to  Sir 
Edward  Horsey,  Knt.,  who  was  Captain  of  the  island  in 
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the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  uncle  to  Sir  Jerome 
Horsey,  ambassador  from  that  sovereign  to  the  court  of 
Petersburgh.  His  effigy,  in  alabaster,  lies  on  the  tomb, 
tinder  a  canopy.  The  family  pedigree  is  traced  from  Sir 
Philip  de  Horsey,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Henry  the 
First,  to  the  only  child  and  heiress  of  the  late  Samuel 
Horsey,  esq.,  whose  son,  Spencer  H.  de  Horsey,  esq., 
bears  the  name  and  arms  of  "  De  Horsey,"  by  virtue  of 
a  warrant  from  his  Majesty  William  IV. 

The  other  places  of  public  worship  in  Newport,  are  a 
Roman-Catholic,  a  Unitarian,  a  Baptist,  a  Methodist,  and 
two  Independent  Chapels.     Neither  of  these  possess  any 
architectural  or  other  features  requiring  particular  notice. 
The  Market-house   and   Town-hall  make  together  a 
building  of  important  appearance,   as  will  be  evident 
from  our  plate.     The  basement  is  opened  on  two  sides 
by  arches,  surmounted  by  Ionic  columns,  which  support 
a  pediment  in  front :  the  columns  only  are  of  stone,  the 
remainder  being  stuccoed.     The  cost  of  this  erection 
was  £10,000 :  it  was  commenced  in  the  year  1814,  and 
completed  two  years  afterwards.     The  design  was  given 
to  the  town  by  John  Nash,  esq.     It  deserves  the  praise 
of  internal  convenience  of  arrangement,  rather  than  that 
of  external  effect.      The  council- chamber,  and  magis- 
trates' room,  are  the  principal  apartments  :  besides  which, 
there  are  rooms  appropriated  to  the  Town-clerk,    the 
Petty  Jury,  the  meetings  of  the  Free-Masons,  &c.     Here 
are  held  the  borough  quarter-sessions ;  and  the  magis- 
trates meet  weekly,  on  Saturdays,  for  the  settlement  of 
less  important  cases.     A  relic  of  the  feudal  times  also 
exists  here,  in  what  is  styled  the  Knights'  Court  (Curia 
Militum)  in  which  the  governor's    deputy,   called  his 
steward,  presides :  it  has  jurisdiction,  under  the  value 
of  forty  shillings,  over  the  whole  island,  the  borough  it- 
self excepted.     The  institutor  of  this  ancient  court  is 
said  to  have  been  William  Fitz-Osborne,  the  first  lord  of 
Wight ;  and  the  judges,  who  decide  without  the  inter- 
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vention  of  a  jury,  are  all  who  hold  a  knight's  fee  from 
the  lord. 

The  greatest  architectural  ornament  to  Newport,  as 
well  as  that  which  does  most  honour  to  the  taste  of  Mr. 
Nash,  is  the  Isle  of  Wight  Institution,  an  edifice  erected 
by  subscription,  at  the  cost  of  £3000,  in  the  year  1811. 
This  institution  is  supported,  as  it  deserves  to  be,  by 
nearly  every  person  of  consideration  in  the  island.  Its 
chief  features  are,  a  very  good  library ;  a  reading-room, 
supplied  with  newspapers  and  periodical  publications ; 
and  a  museum.  The  annual  subscription  of  the  mem- 
bers is  two  guineas  each.  This  building  presents  a  very 
handsome  front,  of  Swanage  stone,  to  St.  James's  Square. 

Newport  has  also  its  Mechanics'  Institution,  with 
other  societies  for  the  spread  of  literature  and  know- 
ledge ;  and,  besides  the  Grammar-School,  already  men- 
tioned, a  Free-School,  established  in  1761,  for  the  edu- 
cation of  girls ;  and  a  National- School,  commenced  in 
1816,  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children  of  both  sexes. 

Two  buildings,  of  ver^  opposite  character,  the  Theatre 
and  the  Gaol,  are  to  be  found  in  Holyrood-Street.  The 
former,  though  small,  is  both  neat  and  convenient :  the 
latter  is  nothing  more  than  an  old  house,  adapted,  with 
little  shew  of  art,  to  its  present  purpose. 

The  principal  hotels  and  inns  are,  the  Bugle,  the 
Green  Dragon,  the  Star,  the  Wheatsheaf,  the  Swan, 
and  the  Lamb.  From  the  first-mentioned,  which  is 
in  the  High  Street,  Coaches  proceed  to  Ryde,  Vent- 
nor,  and  Cowes,  and  return,  at  stated  hours,  daily. 
These  conveyances  are  well  conducted,  and  the  roads 
they  travel  afford  much  variety  of  pleasing  scenery. 
Stapler's  Heath,  on  the  way  to  Hyde,  presents  a  noble 
panoramic  view ;  and  by  the  same  route,  the  traveller 
will  obtain  a  sight  of  that  delightful  little  village,  before 
described,  called  Wootton  Bridge.  Fairlee,  the  hand- 
some seat  of  Richard  Oglander,  esq.,  is  passed  on  the 
road  to  East  Cowes ;  and  Saint  Cross,  formerly  a  priory, 
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now  the  residence  of  Joseph  Kirkpatrick,  esq.,  oil  that  to 
West  Cowes. 

Other  objects  of  interest  contiguous  to  the  town,  oc- 
curring on  the  road  to  West  Cowes,  are  the  House  of  In- 
dustry, and  the  Albany  Barracks.  The  first  mentioned 
is  the  poor-house  for  the  whole  island,  and  was  erected 
pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Parliament  obtained  in  1770.  It 
has  all  the  requisite  accommodations  for  one  thousand 
persons;  and,  what  is  of  the  first  importance,  its  in- 
mates are  properly  employed.  Doubtless,  this  institution 
among  its  other  beneficial  effects,  has  contributed  much 
to  that  general  absence  of  the  beggar  and  the  vagrant, 
which  the  stranger  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  cannot  fail 
to  observe.  Happy  were  it  for  almost  innumerable 
other  places  in  the  kingdom,  if  their  provisions  for  the 
poor  could  be  made  to  appear  equally  effective. 

The  Albany  Barracks  formerly  took  name  from  their 
situation  on  part  of  the  extensive  tract  of  waste  land 
called  Parkhurst  Forest;  their  present  designation  was 
a  compliment  to  the  late  Duke  of  York  and  Albany. 
The  hospital  has  been  converted  into  a  penitentiary  for 
young  male  convicts,  in  addition  to  which  an  extensive 
building  has  been  erected  on  the  land  adjoining.  Teach- 
ing the  boys  some  useful  trade,  by  which  they  may  earn 
an  honest  subsistence  on  returning  to  society,  is  one  of 
the  best  arrangements  connected  with  this  institution. 
As  much  inconvenience  would  arise  from  admitting  visi- 
tors promiscuously,  an  order  from  the  Home  Secretary 
is  necessary  to  view  the  establishment. 

In  describing  the  INTERIOR  of  the  island,  we  shall  take 
in  detail  the  various  places,  within  seven  or  eight  miles 
from  Newport,  to  which  there  are  roads  west,  south,  and 
east;  those  to  the  north  having  been  already  men- 
tioned. Pursuing  this  plan,  we  shall,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, proceed  westward  to 

CARISBROOKE.  H 
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A  charming  walk  along  the  Mall  (so  is  the  favourite 
promenade  of  the  Newportonians  denominated)  conducts 
to  this  picturesquely  situated  village,  which  is  not  more 
than  a  mile  and  a  half  distant.  Our  view  exhibits  all 
the  more  prominent  features  of  this  once  important  place, 
with  the  majestic  ruins  of  the  Castle  on  the  one  hand, 
the  valley  beneath,  and  the  village  itself,  with  its  fine 
old  church,  on  the  opposite  eminence.  Anciently,  no 
doubt,  Carisbrooke  was  the  capital  of  the  Island ;  its 
castle  having  been  the  residence,  and  seat  of  government, 
of  the  lords  and  captains  of  former  times.  Its  name  has 
been  derived  by  some  from  Whitgara -burgh,  the  town 
or  city  of  Whitgara,  or  Whitgar,  a  Saxon  chief:  but 
we  prefer  a  more  simple  etymological  deduction  from 
Caer,  the  British  for  a  strong  hold,  and  brook,  referring 
to  the  stream  which  flows  through  the  valley.  The  latter 
derivation  would  also  lead  us  to  a  period  of  antiquity 
more  remote  than  the  Saxon  times ;  and,  in  truth,  all 
the  natural  features  of  the  elevation  upon  which  the 
Castle  stands,  are  such  as  we  may  well  suppose  to  have 
been  selected  by  the  Britons  for  the  ease  with  which  they 
might  be  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a  hill-fortress.  We 
are  by  no  means  converts,  however,  to  the  opinion,  that 
any  portion  of  the  existing  Castle  can  be  ascribed  to  a 
more  distant  era  than  that  of  Norman  military  architec- 
ture :  even  our  friend  the  "  Guide"  failed  to  convince  us 
that  the  very  keep  was  Saxon;  though  we  have  little 
doubt  that  its  site  once  bore  a  Saxon  tower,  as  ere- 
while  it  had  been  graced  by  the  British  earthwork,  whose 
defences  were  completed  by  a  ditch  and  palisade. 

Carisbrooke  Castle,  though  less  perfect  than  many 
similar  remains  of  antiquity,  is  one  of  the  most  pictu- 
resque and  interesting  now  extant.  It  is  probable  that 
the  oldest  parts,  the  keep  included,  were  erected  by 
William  Fitz-Osborne,  the  first  lord,  and  his  immediate 
successors.  Considerable  additions  Mere  made  in  thn 
reign  of  Henry  I. ;  and,  in  that  of  Henry  IV.,  the  grand 
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•gate,  flanked  by  round  towers,  was  built  by  lord  Wood- 
ville,  whose  arms  are  yet  to  be  descried  upon  it.  The 
smaller  external  gate  was  added  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  as 
appears  by  her  initials,  and  the  date  1598.  The  oblique 
view  obtained  of  these  gates,  and  the  mouldering  walls, 
on  approaching  by  the  carriage  road,  surpasses  in  pictu- 
resque and  impressive  effect  any  delineation  of  them  by 
the  pencil  that  we  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  witness. 
With  the  exception  of  the  last-mentioned  gate,  Queen 
Elizabeth's  additions  appear  to  have  been  confined  to 
the  outer- wall,  which  she  enlarged  so  as  to  comprehend 
an  area  of  twenty  acres,  and  to  the  domestic  buildings, 
none  of  which  seem  older  than  her  time.  Among  these 
latter  are  shown  part  of  the  chamber  in  which  Charles 
I.  was  confined,  with  the  window  through  which  he 
vainly  attempted  to  escape,  The  most  modern  building 
of  the  whole  is  the  Chapel  of  St.  Nicholas,  rebuilt,  on 
the  site  of  a  more  ancient  edifice,  by  George  II.  in  1738. 
In  this  chapel  the  Mayor  of  Newport,  and  the  High 
Constables,  are  still  sworn  into  office,  either  by  the 
governor  of  the  island,  or  his  deputy. 

There  is  a  well  in  the  Castle -yard,  300  feet  deep,  th 
construction  of  which  is,  with  great  probability,  ascribed 
to  the  Romans,  who  are  known  to  have  gained  posses- 
sion of  the  island  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Claudius. 
Water  is  hence  obtained  by  means  of  a  large  wheel, 
within  which  an  ass  treads,  and  by  his  steps  communi- 
cates to  it  the  power  of  a  windlass.  An  exhibition  of 
the  animal's  performance  is  made  by  the  guide ;  who 
also  amuses  the  spectator  with  the  descent  of  a  lighted 
lamp,  which,  floating  upon  the  water,  gives  a  forcible 
idea  of  the  depth  from  the  summit  to  the  surface. 
Having  thus  viewed  "  the  lions"  of  the  place,  the  visitor 
will  do  well  to  close  his  inspection  by  a  tour  of  the  ex- 
terior walls,  which,  though  a  good  mile's  walk,  will  re- 
pay his  trouble  by  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  pros- 
pects. From  the  side  next  the  village  he  will  not  fail 
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to  notice  the  Vicarage-House,  the  residence  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Maude :  it  stands  conspicuously  on  the  rise  oi 
the  elevation  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley,  and, 
though  perfectly  unpretending,  charms  every  observer 
by  its  air  of  taste,  enhancing  all  the  natural  beauties  of 
a  delightful  rural  abode. 

The  Church  of  Carisbrooke  is  said  to  have  been  founded 
in  the  year  1064,  a  date  from  which  it  would  acquire  a 
Saxon  origin.     There  is  nothing  improbable  in  this  ac- 
count, though  the  structure  exhibits  no  Saxon  remains 
in  support  of  its  correctness.     The  Norman  conquerors 
were  seldom  satisfied  with  the  ecclesiastical  structures 
they  found  erected  on  their  arrival ;  and,  in  most  cases, 
either  rebuilt  them  from  the  ground,  or  so  enlarged 
and  improved  them,  that  the  lapse  of  a  century  probably 
rendered  it  difficult  to  detect  the  workmanship  of  the 
Saxon  founders.     In  the  present  instance,  as  in  many 
others,  though  portions  of  plain  walls,  it  is  possible,  may 
even  yet  be  standing  which  were  reared  by  Saxon  hands, 
there  is  certainly  not  a  door,  a  window,  or  an  ornament, 
that  can  bear  date  earlier  than  the   Norman   period. 
The  tower,  (the  noblest  in  the  island),  would  clearly  ap- 
pear not  to  have  been  built  till  after  the  conquest ; 
though,  in  all  likelihood,  it  was  an  early  instance  of  the 
magnificence  of  the  feudal  lords  resident  in  the  adjacent 
castle.     The  church,  it  seems,  has  lost  its  chancel,  and 
a  side-aisle  that  was  appended  to  it ;  and  one  of  these, 
perhaps,  constituted  the  original  Saxon  edifice  !     From 
age,  or  for  some  other  reason,  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  remove  those  parts  of  the  building  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII,;  and  the  windows  which  were  then  inserted 
at  the  eastern  terminations  of  the  present  body  and  aisle, 
are  evidence,   from  their  form,  of  the  truth  of  the  tra- 
dition Avhich  ascribes  the  change  to  that  period.     In  the 
interior  there  is   nothing  more  remarkable  than  the 
pulpit,  on  which  appears   the   date  1658.      The  only 
monument  of  consequence  is  one  to  the  memory  of  the 
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Sir  W.  Wadham,  captain  of  the  island  in  the  time  of 
Henry  VII. 

Contiguous  to  the  sacred  edifice  are  some  ruins  of  a 
Priory,  of  the  Cistertian  order,  founded  by  William  Fitz- 
Osborne  in  1071.  The  churches  of  Arreton,  Whipping- 
ham,  Newchurch,  Godshill,  Niton,  and  Freshwater, 
were  made  dependencies  upon  this  Priory;  and  the 
whole,  together  with  that  of  Carisbrooke,  were  bestowed 
by  Fitz-Osborne  upon  the  abbey  of  Lyra,  in  Normandy, 
which  he  had  previously  founded.  Strictly  speaking, 
the  churches  of  Newport  arid  Northwood  are  at  this 
time  only  chapels  of  ease  to  Carisbrooke. 

Taking  the  Calbourne  road  from  this  place,  we  reach 
Swainston,  after  proceeding  about  three  miles.  This 
delightful  residence,  formerly  the  seat  of  Sir  Fitz  Wil- 
liam Barrington,  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  Richard 
Simeon,  Bart.  From  a  hill,  as  we  approach,  the  grounds 
present  a  burst  of  the  most  luxuriant  wooded  scenery, 
the  effect  of  which  is  greatly  contributed  to  by  the  ro- 
mantic swells  and  declivities  of  the  surface.  The  house 
is  large  and  handsome;  it  occupies  the  cite  of  an  ancient 
palace  of  the  Bishops  of  Winchester ;  and  there  are  yet 
some  remains  of  the  chapel  attached  to  it  in  former 
times.  These  are  now  converted  into  offices. 

CALBOURNE  is  a  small  village,  affording  nothing  more 
remarkable  than  its  Church  ;  an  edifice  which,  in  all  its 
principal  features,  gives  a  specimen  of  the  style  of  ec- 
clesiastical building  not  later  than  the  reigns  of  Henry 
III.  or  Edward  I.  The  windows,  with  exception  of  one 
on  the  north  side,  at  a  part  of  the  structure  which  has 
been  modernised,  are  all  of  the  small  lancet  kind,  in 
width  barely  17  inches:  and  at  the  east  end  is  an  ex- 
ample of  one  of  the  earliest  steps  towards  the  progressive 
enlargement  of  windows,  by  the  introduction  of  the 
quatrefoil  between  the  heads  of  two  lancets.  The  tower, 
which  stands  at  the  south-west  angle,  is  of  the  period  at 
which  ideas  of  defence  were  still  so  intimately  connected 

*  There  is  a  monumental  brass  within  it  worth  the  attention  of  the 
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with  all  erections  of  its  kind,  that  no  windows,  properly 
speaking,  were  permitted  in  it,  the  only  openings  being 
slits  of  a  very  small  size.  The  porch,  on  the  north  side, 
is  built  against,  and  so  as  partly  to  conceal,  a  Norman 
doorway  bearing  the  chevron  ornament. 

Contiguous  to  the  village  stands  Westover,  the  seat 
of  the  Hon.  A'Court  Holmes.  The  house,  though  oc- 
cupying a  gentle  eminence,  is  most  umbrageously  se- 
cluded to  the  east  and  north,  especially  the  latter.  On 
the  east  side  the  trees  are  not  so  near  as  to  create  gloom, 
but,  being  disposed  in  the  valley  of  a  small  stream,  and 
ranging  along  the  opposite  upland,  have  a  very  rich  and 
picturesque  effect.  The  south  front  has  a  Doric  colon- 
nade in  the  centre,  with  verandahs  above  and  on  each 
side  of  it.  It  overlooks  a  beautiful  intermixture  of  un- 
dulating lawn  and  parterres,  and  towards  a  near  range 
of  downs,  which  bound  the  view, 

A  cross  road  will  conduct  from  Calbourne  to  Shalfleet 
and  Newtown,  both  of  which  may  be  here  described. 

SHALFLEET  presents  another  curious  instance  of  an 
ancient  Church,  though  one  of  later  date  than  that  last 
mentioned.  At  least  we  may  admit  this  conclusion  from 
the  size  and  form  of  the  windows,  which  show  a  nearer 
approach  to  the  large  opening  of  several  lights,  wherein 
the  circle,  quatrefoil,  or  other  figures  at  top,  become  in- 
corporated with  two  or  more  lancets.  Here  is  also  a  re- 
markable Norman  doorway,  with  a  sculptured  impost,  or 
lintel,  filling  up  the  head  of  the  arch.  The  sculpture  is 
very  rude  :  it  has  been  said  to  represent  a  bishop,  whose 
arms  are  extended,  and  the  hands  resting  on  animals  re- 
sembling the  griffin.  The  tower  has  been  termed  Saxon, 
but  is  doubtless  of  Norman  workmanship  :  its  proportions 
are  monstrous,  being  of  greater  width  than  the  body  of 
the  church  at  its  west  end,  though  but  little  higher  than 
the  same  part  of  the  structure.  It  has  the  very  unusual 
decoration  of  a  fascia,  containing  a  Norman  ornament, 
running  round  it. 
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NEWTOWN  perhaps  took  name  from  having  been  such 
in  comparison  with  Carisbrooke,  to  whose  importance  it 
succeeded :  in  its  turn  it  has  given  way  to  New-port,  and 
become  much  inferior  to  Carisbrooke  itself.  Or  it  might 
have  first  acquired  its  present  appellation  when  rebuilt 
after  a  destructive  visit  of  the  French  in  1377,  as  it  is 
on  record  that  until  that  period  it  was  commonly  called 
Francheville.  Though  comprising  only  fourteen  cottages, 
with  a  population  (according  to  the  return  of  1831)  of 
sixty-eight  persons,  it  was  till  recently  a  corporate  town, 
governed  by  a  mayor  and  burgesses,  and,  until  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Reform  Act,  sent  two  members  to  Parlia- 
ment !  The  small  Town-hall  is  one  relic  of  its  former 
consequence,  and  the  ruins  of  a  Church*  constitute 
another.  An  umbrageous  lane,  commencing  opposite 
the  village  ale-house,  dignified  by  the  sign  of  the  "  New- 
town  Arms,"  leads  to  the  last-mentioned  picturesque  re- 
main, which  consists  of  part  of  the  north  side,  and  of  the 
east  and  west  ends,  of  the  ancient  building ;  the  whole 
so  shrouded  with  ivy,  that  a  few  pointed  niches,  of  small 
dimensions,  are  almost  the  only  details  that  can  be  made 
out.  Grass  and  nettles  grow  luxuriantly  within,  as 
without  the  building :  and  the  cemetery  can  now  be  dis- 
tinguished only  by  a  few  mouldering  tomb-stones.  This 
church  was  a  dependency  upon  that  of  Calbourne,  and 
its  glebe  still  accrues  to  the  rector  of  that  parish.  The 
census  of  1841  gives  a  population  of  246. 

An  arm  of  the  sea,  of  very  irregular  form,  extends 
from  the  Solent  to  Newtown,  and  constitutes  its  capa- 
cious harbour,  which  will  admit  vessels  of  500  tons  bur- 
then. The  only  trade  now  connected  with  the  place,  is 
derived  from  its  salterns.  Formerly  it  had  a  market, 
under  a  charter  granted  by  Edward  II,,  and  an  annual 
fair  of  three  days'  duration.  The  first  charter  was  given 
by  Aylmer,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  lord  of  the  borough, 
and  is  dated  from  Swainston :  this  was  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  the  crown. 

*  A  new  church  has  lately  been  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  one. 
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Another  road  from  Carisbrooke  leads  to  Shorwell,  four 
miles  distant.  Looking  back,  the  fine  old  tower  of 
Carisbrooke  church  is  seen  to  great  advantage,  through 
a  vista  of  noble  trees,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  village. 
Nothing  further  of  interest  occurs  until  we  reach 

SHORWELL,  a  very  pleasing  spot,  affording  one  other 
of  those  examples,  so  common  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  of 
rustic  life  embellished  by  the  charm  arising  from  neatness 
in  the  cottages,  and  the  sight  of  flowers  and  evergreens 
ornamenting  their  fronts  and  little  gardens.    The  Church 
of  this  village  is  rather  large,  having  a  body,  chancel,  and 
two  aisles :  its  most  remarkable  features*are  the  inner 
doorway  of  the  south  porch,  which  is  of  Norman  form, 
decorated  with  the  nail-head  and  chevron  ornaments  • 
and  a  window  of  two  lights,  square-headed,  surmounted 
by  a  label,  bearing,  in  raised  stone  figures,  the  date  1523. 
Northcourt,  the  seat  of  H,  P.  Gordon,  esq.,  once  the 
pride  of  Shorwell,  is  now  piteously  neglected,  as  to  its 
grounds  and  their  embellishments  at  least.     These  lat- 
ter consisted  of  a  very  pretty  "  Dairy  •"  a  picturesque 
"Mausoleum/5  in  memory  of  a  beloved  daughter  of 
Richard    Bull,   esq.,   a  former    owner;    an    "Alpine 
Bridge,"   crossing  the    high   road   at    a    considerable 
height ;  and  "  The  Temple  of  the  Sun,"  which,  how- 
ever, notwithstanding  its  sounding   name,  was  never 
more  than  a  rustic  summer-house,  crowning  a  very  steep 
ascent,  and,  from  its  elevation,  commanding  a  very  wide 
and  delightful   prospect.      The  towering  groves,   and 
other  native  beauties  of  the  spot,  are  of  course  irremova- 
ble, except  by  the  hand  of  violence  ;  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  the  succession  of  terraces,  cut,  it  is  probable, 
by  the  original  proprietor,  in  the  fine  swell  of  the  domain 
that  adjoins  the  mansion  at  its  south  end.  The  mansion 
itself,  as  regards  the  greater  part  of  its  east  or  principal 
front,  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  domestic  architecture  that 
characterised  the  age  of  James  I.     Over  a  porch,  in  the 
centre,  is  a  shield  of  arms  and  the  date  1619.    The  pro- 

*  It  contains  some  monuments  of  the  Leigh  family,  also  a  monumental 
brass  of  F.  Richard  Bethell,  dated  1513. 
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jecting  portion  of  this  front,  however,  and  thewhole  of  that 
on  the  north  side,  are  later  additions  to  the  original  design* 

The  pleasant  village  of  BRIXTON  (by  the  natives  called 
BRISON)  lies  two  miles  farther  on  the  same  road.  From 
hence  we  again  obtain  a  sight  of  the  broad  English  Chan- 
nel ;  but  may  delay  our  observations  of  the  coast,  which 
is  about  a  mile  distant,  until  we  visit  it  in  connexion  with 
the  "  Back  of  the  Island."  The  Church  of  this  village 
is  not  distinguished  by  any  peculiarity  worthy  remark. 

KINGSTON,  the  smallest  parish  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
adjoins  that  of  Shorwell  on  the  south-east.  Its  little 
Church  occupies  a  pretty  eminence,  shaded  by  elm-trees^ 
and  commanding  a  good  interior  view.  The  general 
features  of  this  part  of  the  island,  it  may  be  here  noticed, 
are  not  striking  :  the  fineness  of  the  crops  is  the  particu- 
lar most  likely  to  attract  the  traveller's  attention,  there 
being  but  few  trees,  and  the  principal  diversity  in  the 
scenery  being  created  by  the  range  of  downs  to  the 
north.  To  the  shelter  afforded  by  these  downs,  as  well 
as  to  the  natural  fertility  of  the  soil,  is  to  be  ascribed 
the  exuberant  produce  just  spoken  of.  These  remarks 
will  apply,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  country  south  of  the  downs,  from  Freshwater  to 
St.  Catherine's  Hill. 

Again  reverting  to  Newport  as  a  centre,  we  may  make 
a  pleasing  excursion  from  thence  through  Godshill  to  Ap- 
puldurcombe,  the  whole  distance  being  but  seven  miles. 

Gatcombe  Park,  the  seat  of  Alexander  Campbell,  esq-4 
is  shortly  observed  on  the  right.  The  house,  a  large 
square  mansion  erected  about  sixty  years  since,  stands 
about  three  miles  south-west  of  Newport,  and  is  most 
agreeably  situated  in  regard  to  its  inland  views,  which 
are  not  to  be  exceeded  in  the  Island.  Woods,  lawns, 
eminences,  and  valleys,  combine  to  give  the  utmost  rich- 
ness and  diversity  to  the  scenery  around  Gatcombe. 
Contiguous  is  the  small  village  Church,  also  "  wood-em- 
bosomed ;"  and  the  Rectory  rises  on  the  opposite  shore  of 

*   This  pretty  seat  has  lately  undergone  a  thorough  repair, 
t  Now  the  seat  of  Capt.  Berners 
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a  little  lake.     The  village  itself  offers  a  charming  picture 
of  rural  retirement. 

Pidford  meets  the  eye  on  the  left.  This  house  also 
is  very  pleasantly  situated :  it  is  the  residence  of  Henry 
Sewell,  esq. 

GODSHILL  is  a  picturesque  village,  much  remarked  for 
the  bold  position  of  its  Church,  which,  standing  on  a  very 
abrupt  hill,  surrounded  by  the  cottages  of  the  inhabitants, 
may  be  supposed  to  have  given  name  to  the  place,  from 
its  erection  on  so  commanding  a  site.  Rustic  tradition, 
indeed,  tells  that  a  more  lowly  spot  was  at  first  selected ; 
but  that  the  materials  employed  for  that  purpose  by  day, 
being  regularly  removed,  by  invisible  agents,  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  hill  during  the  night,  the  workmen  at  length 
wisely  determined  to  save  themselves  further  unnecessary 
trouble,  and  built  the  church  where  some  supernatural 
authority  so  plainly  intimated  that  it  must  be  erected  ! 
The  edifice,  about  which  so  extraordinary  a  story  is  told, 
is  a  highly  respectable  example  of  a  village  church :  it  is 
large,  and  appears  to  have  been  almost  wholly  reared 
since  the  adoption  of  ramified  windows,  and  other  elabo- 
rate ornaments  in  Gothic  architecture :  that  it  had  a 
predecessor  of  much  more  remote  date,  cannot,  however, 
be  doubted,  since  the  parish  stands  upon  record  from  the 
the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  and  its  original  church  was 
one  of  those,  given  by  Fitz-Osborne  to  his  abbey  of  Lyra. 
The  elevated  situation  of  this  structure  seems  to  have 
exposed  it  to  considerable  danger  in  January,  1778,  when 
it  was  struck  by  lightning,  which  did  so  much  injury  that 
some  portions  of  it  fell  in  the  following  year.  In  the 
interior  are  several  monuments,  worth  inspection,  for 
members  of  the  Worsley  family,  long  possessors  of  the 
neighbouring  seat  of  Appuldurcombe.  There  is  a 
Grammar-school  in  the  village,  which  was  founded  and 
endowed  by  Sir  Richard  Worsley  in  1614. 

The  noble  mansion  and  domain  styled  APPULDUR- 
COMBE, well  merit  a  more  detailed  account  than  the  com- 
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pass  of  this  work  will  allow.  They  are  now  the  property 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Yarborough.  The  visitor  of  the 
island  may  reckon  his  time  not  wholly  misspent,  if  he 
has  only  seen  Appuldurcombe  :  but  he  must  remember 
that  to  do  this,  it  is  necessary  first  to  obtain  a  ticket,  or 
written  order,  from  Thomas  Sewell,  esq.,  of  Newport."1" 
The  spacious  park  is  approached,  from  Godshill,  by  a 
handsome  Ionic  gateway;  having  passed  which,  the 
noble  swells  and  magnificent  foliage  of  the  grounds,  ar- 
rest the  attention  before  it  is  fixed  by  the  mansion  itself. 
The  latter  has  four  regular  fronts,  of  the  Corinthian  order, 
built  of  free-stone;  and  the  pilasters,  cornices,  balus- 
trades, and  other  ornamental  parts,  of  Portland  stone. 
The  grand  entrance  is  in  the  east  front.  In  rear  rises 
one  of  the  lofty  downs,  from  which  the  park  is  partly 
formed ;  its  summit  crowned  by  an  obelisk  of  Cornish 
granite,  nearly  70  feet  high,  which  was  erected  in  memory 
of  Sir  Bichard  Worsley.  By  these  downs  the  view  is  en- 
circled on  two  sides  ;  but  the  magnitude  of  their  forms, 
and  the  size  of  the  trees  dispersed  through  an  area  so  ex- 
tensive, render  that  circumstance  an  addition  rather  than 
otherwise,  to  the  general  effect.  The  late  Rev.  W. 
Gilpin  well  observed  of  this  seat :  "  Here  every  thing  is 
uniformly  grand  :  the  house  is  magnificent  and  it  is 
magnificently  furnished.  The  grounds  too  are  laid  out 
in  a  style  of  greatness  equal  to  the  mansion."  We  can- 
not but  think,  however,  that  Mr.  Gilpin  would  have  ex- 
cepted  from  this  praise  the  irregular-shaped  little  par- 
terres in  the  lawn  in  front,  had  they  existed  at  the  time 
he  wrote :  they  are  appropriate  neither  to  the  grand 
character  of  the  house,  nor  to  the  large  features  of  the 
surrounding  scenery. 

The  principal  entrance  is  by  a  hall,  54  feet  in  length, 
by  24  in  breadth,  adorned  by  eight  beautiful  columns  of 
the  Ionic  order,  made  to  resemble  porphyry.  "Upon 
opening  the  doors  of  this  hall,"  says  Mr.  Wyndham,  in 
his  account  of  the  island,  "  it  disclosed  such  a  variety  of 

*  The  days  allowed  are  Sundays  and  Fridays  between  11  and  4  o'clock. 
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beauties  as  made  us  forget  all  criticism.  Whichever  way 
we  turned  our  eyes,  the  most  precious  pieces  of  ancient 
sculpture,  and  paintings  of  the  Roman  and  Venetian 
schools,  claimed  our  attention.  The  other  rooms  on  this 
floor  are  also  superbly  furnished,  and  decorated  with 
some  fine  pictures,  and  many  excellent  drawings  of  the 
cities,  countries,  and  ruins  of  the  East.  It  is  a  singular 
circumstance,  that,  in  so  large  a  collection  of  antiques, 
brought  by  Sir  Richard  Worsley  from  Egypt,  Turkey, 
and  Italy,  nothing  spurious,  or  like  the  refuse  of  other 
collections,  should  appear ;  but  that  the  minutest  pieces 
should  deserve  some  degree  cf  attention."  These  re- 
marks do  no  more  than  justice  to  their  subject :  and  it 
may  be  added,  that  many  of  the  paintings  possess  a  high 
degree  of  historical  interest,  being  original  portraits  of 
no  less  personages  than  Queens  Mary  and  Elizabeth, 
Henry  VIII.,  his  infant  son,  Edward  VI.,  &c.  The  two 
last-mentioned  are  by  Holbein  :  and  it  is  recorded  in  the 
MS.  catalogue  lying  in  the  rooms,  that  the  majority  of 
these  portraits  were  presents  from  the  sovereigns  they 
represent,  to  the  then  proprietors  of  Appuldurcombe. 

The  erection  of  this  noble  seat  was  commenced  by  Sir 
Robert  Worsley  in  1710,  and  finished  by  his  successor, 
Sir  Richard  Worsley,  who  made  considerable  improve- 
ments upon  his  father's  plan.  The  original  house  stood 
at  a  slight  distance  from  the  spot  occupied  by  the  present 
one :  it  had  been  founded,  after  the  dissolution  of  the 
monasteries,  upon  the  site  of  a  small  priory,  or  rather 
cell,  of  Benedictine  monks,  which  was  at  first  a  depend- 
ancy  upon  the  abbey  of  St,  Mary  de  Montsburg,  in  Nor- 
mandy, but  was  afterwards  given  to  the  abbess  and  nuns 
of  St.  Clare,  without  Aldgate,  London.  A  prior,  and  two 
monks,  resided  here.  There  is  a  view  of  the  old  man- 
sion in  Worsley's  History,  the  accuracy  of  which  is  at- 
tested by  the  signature,  "Robert  Worsley,  1720." 
Speaking  of  Appuldurcombe  generally,  Sir  Robert  says: 
"  This  place  took  its  name  from  its  situation ;  for,  in  the 
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old  Armoric  language,  Pul  is  a  bottom,  or  a  ditch,  or  a 
pool,  and  Dur  is  water.     The  Armoric  language  is  that 
of  the  Bretons  in  France,  and  agrees  much  with  the 
Cornish  :  it  was  probably  the  language  of  the  old  in- 
habitants of  this  island.      The  Saxons  added  Combe, 
which  in  their  language  signifies  a  bottom.     I  thought 
fit  to  leave  this  memorandum  to  posterity,  and  refer  them 
to  Lhuyd's  Dictionary.     In  the  oldest  court-roll  I  have, 
which  was  the  sixteenth  year  of  King  Henry  VI.,  I  find 
it  entered  Appuldur combe,  as  above,  and  likewise  in  some 
of  the  old  ones  since ;  but  they  often  varied  in  the  spel- 
ling of  it,  not  knowing  from  whence  it  was  derived."  Sir 
Robert  Worsley,  it  should  here  be  observed,  made  con- 
siderable collections  for  that  History  of  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
which  was  ultimately  compiled,  and  given  to  the  public, 
by  his  son,  Richard.     To  the  last-mentioned,  who  was 
born  at  Appuldurcombe,  the  island  is  indebted  alike  for 
the  completion  of  the  literary  undertaking,  and  of  the 
family  seat.     He  also  formed  the  fine  collection  of  paint- 
ings and  antiques  for  which  the  house  is  celebrated; 
having  for  that  purpose  freighted  a  ship,  and  engaged 
artists  of  talent  to  accompany  him  in  his  travels  through 
Italy,  Spain,  Greece,  Egypt,  Asia  Minor,  and  Tartary, 
Afterwards  appeared  the  "  Museum  "Worsleianum,"  a  work 
in  two  very  handsome  volumes,  printed  at  his  expense, 
and  containing  descriptions,  in  English  and  Italian,  of 
the  products  of  his  researches,  together  with  engravings, 
After  filling  the  offices  of  Colonel  of  the  South  Hants 
Militia,  Member  of  Parliament  for  Newport,  Governor 
of  the  Island,  and  comptroller  of  his  Majesty's  house- 
hold, this  gentleman  died  at  his  birth-place,  in  the  year 
1805.     His  sister  and  heiress  married  John  Bridgeman 
Simpson,  esq,,  Member   of    Parliament  for  Wenlock, 
Staffordshire ;  and  the  present  noble  occupant  having 
married    their  daughter,   Henrietta,   became   by   that 
means  the  possessor  of  Appuldurcombe, 

WHITWELL,  a  small  village,  lies  a  little  south  of  Ap- 
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puldurcombe.  It  is  in  reality  only  a  cliapelry  to  Godshill, 
but  is  commonly  accounted  a  parish,  by  reason  of  its  dis- 
tinct rates.  Its  Church  is  formed  from  two  ancient 
chapels,  dedicated  respectively  to  our  Lady  of  Whitwell, 
and  to  St.  Radegund  ;  the  last-mentioned  being  at  this 
time  the  chancel.  De  Estur,  one  of  the  lords  of  Gat- 
combe,  was  the  founder  of  this  edifice. 

On  leaving  Newport  we  shortly  reached  the  pretty 
hamlet  of  Shide,  and  thence  proceeded  nearly  due  south 
towards  Godshill,  Had  we  adopted  the  eastern  road,  it 
would  have  conducted  us  to  Arreton,  which  village,  to- 
gether with  Newchurch,  and  the  objects  in  their  vicinity, 
we  will  now  describe. 

The  distance  from  NEWPORT  to  ARRETON  is  three 
miles.  The  village  itself  straggles  along  the  sides  of  the 
road  for  about  two  miles,  and  consists  almost  entirely  of 
the  habitations  of  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  the  most 
fertile,  perhaps,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  South  of  the  road 
stands  an  object  of  much  interest  with  many  visitants ; 
namely,  the  Cottage  of  the  "The  Dairyman,"  whose 
"Daughter"  has  become  of  celebrity,  through  the  record 
of  her  character  and  death  given  by  the  Rev.  Legh  Rich- 
mond. That  gentleman's  descriptions  of  the  localities 
of  his  different  tales,  are  very  faithful  to  the  scenes  they 
describe,  Speaking  of  his  ride  "  to  see  the  family  at 
their  own  home,"  he  says :  "  As  I  approached  the  village 
where  the  good  old  Dairyman  dwelt,  I  observed  him  in 
a  little  field,  driving  his  cows  before  him  toward  a  yard 
and  hovel  which  adjoined  his  cottage.  I  dismounted, 
and  was  conducted  through  a  neat  little  garden,  part  of 
which  was  shaded  by  two  large  overspreading  elm  trees, 
to  the  house. — The  little  room  had  two  windows :  a  lovely 
prospect  of  hills,  woods,  and  fields,  appeared  through  one; 
the  other  was  more  than  half  obscured  by  the  branches 
of  a  vine  which  was  trained  ocross  it ;  between  its  leaves 
the  sun  shone,  and  cast  a  cheerful  light  over  the  whole 
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place,  '  This/  thought  I,  '  is  a  fit  residence  for  piety, 
peace,  and  contentment,' " 

The  reverend  author's  mention  of  the  Church,  and  of 
the  country  he  passed  through  on  visiting  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  solemnising  the  funeral  rites  of  "  Elizabeth,"  runs 
thus.  "  As  I  travelled  onward, — the  first  sound  of  a 
tolling  bell  struck  my  ear,  It  proceeded  from  a  village 
church  in  the  valley  directly  beneath  the  ridge  of  a  high 
hill,  over  which  I  had  taken  my  way.  It  was  Elizabeth's 
funeral  knell !  The  scenery  was  in  unison  with  that 
tranquil  frame  of  mind  which  is  most  suitable  for  holy 
meditation.  A  rich  and  fruitful  valley  (that  of  Arreton 
and  Newchurch )  lay  immediately  beneath :  it  was 
adorned  with  corn-fields  and  pastures,  through  which  a 
small  river  winded  in  a  variety  of  directions,  and  many 
herds  grazed  upon  its  banks.  A  fine  range  of  opposite 
hills,  covered  with  grazing  flocks,  terminated  with  a  bold 
sweep  into  the  ocean,  whose  blue  waves  appeared  at  a 
distance  beyond.  Several  villages,  hamlets,  and  churches, 
were  scattered  in  the  valley.  The  noble  mansions  of  the 
rich,  and  the  lowly  cottages  of  the  poor,  added  their  res- 
pective features  to  the  landscape.  The  air  was  mild,  and 
the  declining  sun  occasioned  a  beautiful  interchange  of 
light  and  shade  upon  the  sides  of  the  hills. 

"The  procession  formed. — We  at  length  arrived  at 
the  Church.  Looking  upwards  as  I  drew  near  the 
porch,  I  observed  a  dial  on  the  wall.  The  sun's  declining 
rays  directed  the  shadow  to  the  evening  hour.  As  I 
passed  underneath  this  simple  but  solemn  monitor,  I 
was  reminded  of  the  lapse  of  time,  the  uncertainty  of  life, 
and  the  sure  approach  of  eternity." 

The  "  dial"  spoken  of  is  over  the  porch  door,  which 
leads,  from  the  south  side,  into  the  body  of  the  edifice. 
The  church  is  old,  and  has  a  heavy  embattled  tower 
at  its  west  end.  Within  is  a  handsome  monument 
for  the  late  Sir  L.  W.  Holmes,  bart,  and  a  monu- 
mental brass  of  Harry  Hawks,  "longe  tyme  stew- 
ard of  the  Yle  of  Wyght."  A  stone  in  the  more 
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common  cemetery,  north  of  the  church,  is  inscribed  with 
Elizabeth's  memorial,  as  follows  : — 

Co  tlic  iHcmari)  af 
ELIZABETH    WALLBRIDGE, 

The  Dairyman's  Daughter, 
Who  died  May  30, 1801,  aged  31  years. 

"  She,  being  dead,  yet  speaketh." 

Stranger !  if  e'er  by  chance  or  feeling  led, 
Upon  this  hallowed  turf  thy  footsteps  tread, 
Turn  from  the  contemplation  of  the  sod, 
And  think  on  her  whose  spirit  rests  with  God. 
Lowly  her  lot  on  earth  but  He,  who  bore 
Tidings  of  grace  and  blessings  to  the  poor, 
Gave  her,  his  truth  and  faithfulness  to  prove, 
The  choicest  treasures  of  his  boundless  love, — 
(Faith,  that dispell'd  affliction's  darkest  gloom; 
Hope,  that  could  cheer  the  passage  to  the  tomb ; 
Peace,  that  not  hell's  dark  legions  could  destroy ; 
And  love,  that  fill'd  the  soul  with  heavenly  joy.) 
Death  of  its  sting  disarm'd,  she  knew  no  fear, 
But  tasted  heaven  e'en  while  she  lingered  here. 
O,  happy  saint ! — may  we,  like  thee,  be  blest — 
In  life  be  faithful,  and  in  death  find  rest ! 

The  view  of  Arreton  vale,  and  village,  from  the  Doyrn 
of  the  same  name,  is  one  which  no  traveller  can  con- 
template without  delight.  It  also  comprehends  more 
distant  scenes  of  beauty :  and  the  down  itself  is  made 
an  object  of  interest  to  the  antiquary  by  two  barrows 
of  large  size,  as  well  as  by  the  discovery  of  several 
pieces  of  Roman  armour  which  took  place  here  some 
years  since.  Stickworth,  the  secluded  seat  of  Mrs.  Bell, 
is  contiguous  to  the  village, 

NEWCHURCH,  it  has  been  remarked,  is  the  parish 
church  to  which  the  chapelry  of  Ryde  is  attached.  It  is 
an  antique  structure,  built  in  the  form  of  a  cross.  Its 
site  is  commanding,  and  the  prospect  from  the  cemetery 
beautiful.  The  only  sepulchral  memorials  of  any  con- 
sequence are  those,  within  the  edifice,  to  various 
members  of  the  ancient  manorial  family  of  Dillington. 
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CHAPTER   V. 
THE  BACK  OF  THE  ISLAND, 

FROM      SHANKLIN      TO      THE      NEEDLES      POINT 

THE  "Back  of  the  Island/'  geographically  speaking,  com- 
prehends that  whole  extent  of  rocky  coast,  which  stretches 
from  the  Foreland  of  the  peninsula  of  Bembridge,  east, 
to  the  Needles,  west.  But  we  commence  our  route  with 
Shanklin,  both  because  the  principal  objects  between  that 
village  and  the  Foreland  have  already  come  under  notice, 
and  because  all  the  more  romantic  features  of  this  most 
singular  and  surprising  coast  lie  westward  of  the  same 
spot. 

"We  recommend  all  travellers,  whose  health  and  time 
will  permit,  to  walk  from  Appuldurcombe  to  the  village 
of  SHANKLIN  :  the  lovers  of  nature,  in  her  combined 
beauty  and  grandeur,  can  enjoy  few  finer  treats,  should 
the  weather  prove  propitious.  Leaving  the  park  at- 
tached to  Lord  Yarborough's  noble  seat,  we  enter  a 
luxuriant  copse,  crowned  by  a  precipitous  height,  and 
an  artificial  ruin,  on  the  right  hand,  and  commanding  a 
succession  of  beautiful  views  on  the  left.  As  the  prospect 
in  the  last-mentioned  direction  opens,  it  becomes  truly 
magnificent,  and  comprehends,  if  we  ascend  the  utmost 
elevation  of  Shanklin  Down,  not  only  at  least  one  half 
of  the  island,  but  the  English  Channel,  the  Solent,  and 
the  south  coast  of  England  to  a  vast  extent.  We  must 
make  a  detour  to  gain  the  extreme  elevation  mentioned, 
which  is  nearly  800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean ; 
but  even  if  content  with  the  more  moderate  height  af- 
forded by  the  direct  route,  the  views  will  be  found  to 
surpass  description.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  variety 
and  beauty  of  the  inland  scene,  every  where  rising  into 
alternate  swells  and  hollows,  some  of  which  are  of  a 
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grand  character,  while  others  constitute  a  succession  of 
petty  undulations  resembling  the  waves  of  the  sea.  The 
surface  equally  alternates  between  the  richest  crops  and 
brown  or  flowering  heath :  while  the  blue  Solent  appears 
at  every  break  between  the  downs  in  the  distance.  In 
a  deep  dell  on  the  left,  beneath  the  cliff  along  whose 
edge  we  are  proceeding,  two  cottages  suddenly  appear, 
neatly  built  of  stone,  and  thatched,  standing  in  the  midst 
of  their  productive,  well-fenced  gardens.  Humble  as  are 
tuese  dwellings,  their  abrupt  disclosure,  and  romantic 
site,  add  much  to  the  interest  of  the  walk  at  the  point 
where  they  are  situated.  Soon  after  passing  them,  we 
begin  to  descend  towards  Shanklin  Church,  a  little  edifice 
of  very  primitive  appearance,  whose  smallest  windows 
are  not  above  eleven  inches  wide,  and  all  whose  larger 
ones  have  evidently  been  inserted  since  the  original  build- 
ing. A  church  stood  here  before  the  time  of  Doomsday 
Book,  as  is  seen  from  its  mention  in  that  venerable  record, 
where  it  occurs  under  the  name  of  Sencliz,  Properly, 
says  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  it  is  a  chapel  annexed  to  the 
rectory  of  Bonchurch  :  but  it  was  formerly  taken  out  of 
the  parish  of  Brading,  where  the  inhabitants  still  bury 
their  dead ;  and  a  pension  of  ten  shillings  is  paid  annu- 
ally from  the  chapel  to  the  rector  of  Brading,  as  an  ac- 
knowledgment to  the  mother  church.  The  chapel  was 
built  by  one  of  the  Lisles,  and  endowed  with  fifty  acres 
of  land,  together  with  the  tithes  of  many  tenants  of  the 
manor.  As  to  parochial  assessments,  it  is  considered  a 
separate  parish.  The  old  manor-house^  now  a  farm, 
stands  near  the  church. 

Shanklin  village  is  much  sheltered  by  the  semi-circular 
form  of  the  lofty  downs  which  nearly  enclose  it  on  two 
sides,  while  at  the  same  time  it  possesses  sufficient  eleva- 
tion to  enjoy  a  fine  view  of  Sandown  Bay,  and  the  ocean 
beyond.  Here  are  several  lodging-houses,  which  the 
charming  situation  of  the  place  renders  much  frequented 
in  the  summer  months.  There  are  also  two  Hotels : 
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Daish's,  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  which,  with  its  cot- 
tage front,  parterres,  &c.,  resembles  the  seat  of  a  private 
gentleman,  rather  than  a  house  of  public  character; 
and  Williams's*in  the  village  street.  About  half-way 
between  the  two,  is  the  road  leading  to  that  celebrated 
natural  curiosity,  the  Chine.  Altogether  the  spot  is  as 
sequestered  and  rural,  as  though  it  were  placed  many  miles 
inland,  instead  of  being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
grandest  coast  scenery,  and  close  to  thafe  very  remarka- 
ble and  even  terrific  fissure  in  the  rocks  just  alluded  to. 
Before  speaking  of  the  principal  attraction  for  the  tra- 
veller at  Shanklin,  it  may  be  proper  to  notice  that  any 
considerable  chasm  in  the  cliffs  of  the  Island  bears  the 
provincial  epithet  of  a  chine.  Sir  Richard  Worsley  says : 
"the  term  is  applied  to  the  back-bone  of  an  animal,  both 
in  the  manege  and  culinary  language,  which  forms  the 
highest  ridge  of  the  body.  Echine,  in  the  French,  is  used 
in  the  same  sense ;  and  Boyer  has  the  word  chinfreneau, 
for  a  great  cut,  or  slash.  Hence  the  word  chine  might  be 
thought  peculiarly  expressive  of  a  high  ridge  of  land  cleft 
abruptly  down ;  and  the  several  parts  of  the  southern 
coast,  denominated  chines,  all  correspond  with  this  de- 
scription. A  chine  also  appears  to  signify  the  same  as  a 
chasm,  and  both  to  be  derived  from  the  Greek  word 
xaiw,  hisco,  or  dehisco  ;  that  is,  to  cleave  asunder,  so  as 
to  form  a  chasm,  or  chine.  It  is  well  known  that  the  X 
in  the  Greek  alphabet  is  always  expressed  in  English  by 
ch,  and  that  it  is  pronounced  by  the  modern  Greeks  as 
our  ch  in  church,  charity,  &c.,  and  perhaps  it  was  so  pro- 
nounced by  the  ancients."  It  may  be  added,  that  as  all 
the  chines  have  the  accompaniment  of  a  small  stream, 
running  through  them  from  the  summit  of  the  cliffs 
down  to  the  sea  shore,  it  has  been  conjectured  that  such 
water-courses  were  the  primary  cause  of  the  formation  of 
each.  The  idea  is  very  probably  correct :  but  it  ought 
not  to  be  therefore  inferred,  that  a  water-course  alone 
could  form  such  vast  chasms  as  many  of  these  chines  are 

*  Now  Hales'*. 
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seen  to  be,  Landslips,  to  a  great  extent,  must  have 
aided  in  the  work ;  the  soil,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose, 
having  been  prepared  for  such  subsidences  by  the 
previous  action  of  the  stream. 

The  Chine  at  Shanklin  is  that  best  known,  as  it  is  cer- 
tainly the  most  remarkable,  of  any  in  the  island.  Our 
views,  taken,  one  from  the  beach,  another  from  about 
half-way  up  the  chasm,  and  a  third  looking  down  the 
chine  towards  the  sea,  will  convey  as  correct  general  no- 
tions of  it,  perhaps,  as  can  be  given  by  the  hand  of  the 
engraver;  but,  to  form  just  ideas  of  the  details,  it  is  in- 
dispensable that  the  reader  should  see  them  for  himself. 
Meanwhile,  we  think,  he  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  interested 
by  an  extract  from  the  Rev.  Legh  Richmond's  account 
of  his  visit  to  this  celebrated  spot,  as  given  in  his  "  Young 
Cottager." 

"In  a  widely  sweeping  curve  of  a  beautiful  bay,* 
there  is  a  kind  of  chasm,  or  opening,  in  one  of  the  lofty 
cliffs  which  bound  it.  This  produces  a  very  romantic 
and  striking  effect.  The  steep  descending  sides  of  this 
opening  in  the  cliff  are  covered  with  trees,  bushes,  wild 
flowers,  fern,  wormwood,  and  many  other  herbs,  here 
and  there  contrasted  with  bold  masses  of  rock  or  brown 
earth.  In  the  higher  part  of  one  of  these  declivities,  two 
or  three  picturesque  cottages  are  fixed,  and  seem  half 
suspended  in  the  air.  From  the  upper  extremity  of  this 
great  fissure,  or  opening  in  the  cliff,  a  small  stream  of 
water  enters  by  a  cascade,  and  flows  through  the  bottom, 
winding  in  a  varied  course  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  length;  and  then  runs  into  the  sea,  across  a  smooth 
expanse  of  firm  hard  sand,  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
chasm.  At  this  point,  the  sides  of  the  woody  banks  are 
very  lofty,  and,  to  a  spectator  from  the  bottom,  exhibit 
a  mixture  of  the  grand  and  beautiful  not  often  exceeded . 

"  I  walked  up  by  a  steep  pathway,  that  winded  through 
the  trees  and  shrubs  on  the  side  of  one  of  the  precipices. 

*  Sandown  Bay. 
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At  every  step,  the  extent  of  prospect  enlarged,  and  ac- 
quired a  new  and  varying  character  by  being  seen  through 
the  trees  on  each  side.  Climbing  up  a  kind  of  rude,  in- 
artificial  set  of  stone  stairs  in  the  bank,  I  passed  by  the 
singularly-situated  cottages  which  I  had  viewed  from 
beneath,  and  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  precipice.  From 
this  point  the  abyss,  occasioned  by  the  great  fissure  in 
the  cliff,  appeared  grand  and  interesting.  Trees  hung 
over  it  on  each  side,  projecting  not  only  their  branches, 
but  many  of  their  roots  in  wild  and  fantastic  forms. 
Masses  of  earth  had  recently  fallen  from  the  upper  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  precipice,  carrying  trees  and  plants  down 
the  steep  descent.  The  character  of  the  soil,  and  the 
unceasing  influence  of  the  stream  at  bottom,  seemed  to 
threaten  further  slips  of  the  land  from  the  summit. 
Prom  hence  the  gentle  murmur  of  the  cascade  at  the 
head  of  the  chine,  stole  upon  the  ear  without  much  in- 
terruption to  the  quietness  of  the  scene.  Every  object 
combined  to  please  the  eye,  and  direct  the  traveller's 
heart  to  admire  and  love  the  Author  and  Creator  of  all 
that  is  beautiful  to  sense,  and  edifying  to  the  soul." 

The  stream  which  finds  its  way  to  the  sea  through  the 
chasm  it  has  so  greatly  assisted  in  producing,  rises  in  the 
down  beyond  Shanklin,  and  as  it  approaches  the  village, 
may  be  tracked  as  it  flows  by  the  fine  forest  trees  that 
line  its  banks.  Its  course,  just  before  it  reaches  the  head 
of  the  chine,  is  along  a  bed  of  stones,  placed  to  prevent 
the  further  wear  of  the  sand-rock,  and  thence  over  a 
broad  flat  stone,  supported  as  a  projecting  ledge  to  in- 
crease the  effect  of  the  fall,  the  natural  descent  of  which 
is  about  thirty  feet.  The  half-way  view,  from  which  the 
cascade  is  seen  on  the  one  hand,  and,  behind,  and  around, 
nothing  but  the  precipitous  winding  sides  of  the  abyss, 
is  picturesque  beyond  description,  especially  if  the  sun 
aids  the  effect  by  throwing  into  alternate  light  and  shade 
the  projections  and  recesses  on  one  side,  while  the  other 
wholly  sleeps  in  comparative  gloom.  Another  striking 
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effect,  as  noticed  'by  Mr.  Richmond,  is  that  produced  by 
the  mouth  of  the  chasm,  when  the  spectator  stands  facing 
it  on  the  shore.  Here  the  cliffs  are  about  280  feet  high, 
and  the  vidth  of  the  opening  at  top  is  at  least  300  feet. 
The  desolate  and  barren  aspect  of  the  rocks  on  the  left 
offers  a  fine  contrast  to  that  of  their  opposite  neighbours, 
whose  steeps  are  clothed  with  wood,  and  broken.by  cottages 
and  gardens,  the  latter  well  stocked  with  vegetables  and 
fruit  trees,  One  of  these  cottages  is  the  "  Chine  Inn." 
At  the  foot  of  the  cliff  is  the  habitation  of  a  fisherman, 
to  whom  visitors  are  indebted  for  the  path  cut  along 
the  arid  rock  to  the  summit  of  the  chine,  and  who  ex- 
pects a  small  gratuity  from  those  who  ascend  the  chasm 
by  means  of  the  accommodation  he  has  provided. 

After  sufficiently  contemplating  this  scene,  the  spec- 
tator has  only  to  reverse  his  position  in  order  to  enjoy  a 
beautiful  coast  view,  comprehending  the  entire  extent  of 
Sandown  Bay,  whose  extreme  points  are,  on  the  right, 
the  elevated  promontory  called  the  Horse  Lodge,  and  the 
more  distant  Culver  Cliffs  on  the  left.  Every  circum- 
stance adds  to  the  pleasure  produced  by  this  prospect. 
At  our  feet  the  little  rivulet,  gently  rippling  over  pebbles, 
is  soon  lost  in  the  waters  of  the  mighty  ocean.  The 
murmuring  of  the  waves,  as  the  tide  ebbs  or  flows  on  the 
sand;  their  dashing  against  the  more  distant  rocks,  fan- 
tastically covered  with  sea-weed  and  shells ;  the  sea-birds 
floating  in  the  air  aloft,  or  occasionally  screaming  from 
their  holes  in  the  cliffs ;  the  hum  of  human  voices  in  the 
ships  and  boats  borne  along  the  water ;  all  these  (as  Mr. 
Richmond  appositely  remarked)  serve  to  promote,  rather 
than  interrupt  meditation.  They  are  soothingly  blended 
together,  and  enter  the  ear  in  a  kind  of  natural  harmony. 

The  carriage  road  from  Shanklin  to  Bonchurch  ascends 
windingly  the  promontory  of  Dunnose,  and  thence  com- 
mands a  prospect  of  great  beauty,  though  exceeded  in 
extent  by  that  already  noticed  from  the  summit  of  Shank- 
lin Down,  Nearly  every  step  of  this  road  presents  views, 
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which,  for  varied  and  picturesque  effect,  are  scarcely  to  be 
surpassed.  Yet  the  pedestrian,  perhaps,  will  derive  equal, 
if  not  superior  satisfaction  from  the  foot-path  to  Bon- 
church,  which  does  not  exceed  three  miles  in  length,  and 
lies  partly  through  the  fields,  and  partly  along  one  of 
the  most  singular  and  striking  coasts  imaginable.  By 
this  route,  too,  we  are  conducted  direct  to  Luccombe 
Chine,  which  otherwise  the  traveller  must  leave  his  car- 
riage, and  descend  a  winding  path,  in  order  to  inspect. 

LUCCOMBE  lies  under  that  lofty  side  of  Wroxall  Down 
which  fronts  the  ocean.  Its  Chine,  to  be  duly  apprecia- 
ted, should  be  visited  before  that  of  Shanklin,  to  which 
it  is  decidedly  inferior,  though  possessing  a  character  of 
its  own  which  well  entitles  it  to  attention.  "  If,"  as  is 
observed  by  a  contemporary  tourist,  "it  has  not  the 
magnificence  of  Shanklin  Chine,  it  is  not  wanting  in 
beauty :  its  dark  brown  cliff,  with  patches  of  green  and 
hanging  wood ;  its  lofty  trees,  which  shade  and  adorn 
the  deep  ravine ;  its  rushing  water,  murmuring  and  fal- 
ling to  a  fine  shore,  with  the  little  cottages  adjacent, 
give  it  a  picturesque  appearance." 

We  now  enter  upon  the  peculiar  scenery  of  the  UN- 
DERCLIFP,  that  far  and  justly-famed  tract,  for  the  due 
observation  of  which,  at  its  eastern  opening,  the  walk  we 
have  chosen  affords  every  facility.  This  tract  is  com- 
monly said  to  commence  at  East  End;  but  having  arrived 
at  that  spot,  it  is  plainly  seen  that  the  beginning  of  the 
landslips  which  have  occasioned  all  the  remarkable  fea- 
tures of  this  extraordinary  coast,  is  from  a  point  on  the 
farther  side  of  Luccombe  Cove.  From  that  point,  the 
magnificent  operations  of  nature,  producing  those  re- 
markable features  extend  to  Black-gang  Chine,  a  dis- 
tance of  from  six  to  seven  miles  in  length,  by  from  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth.  Such 
miles  are  hardly  to  be  paralleled  !  This  singular  district, 
as  Dr.  Clark  (in  his  "  Influence  of  Climate")  accuiately 
observed,  consists  of  a  series  of  terraces,  formed  by  frag- 


ments  of  rock,  chalk,  and  sandstone,  which  have  been 
detached  from  the  cliffs  and  hills  above,  and  deposited 
upon  a  substratum  of  blue  marl.  The  whole  Undercliff 
is  completely  sheltered  from  the  north,  north-east,  north- 
west, and  west  winds,  by  the  range  of  lofty  downs,  or 
hills  of  chalk  and  sandstone,  which  rise  boldly  from  the 
upper  termination  of  these  terraces,  in  elevations  varying 
from  four  to  six  and  seven  hundred  feet  in  height.  In- 
deed, the  two  extremities  of  the  range  are  yet  higher ; 
as  St.  Boniface  Down,  on  the  east,  is  800  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  and  St.  Catherine's  Hill,  on  the  west, 
nearly  900.  The  protection  afforded  by  this  mountain 
barrier,  is  greatly  increased  by  the  very  singular  and 
striking  abruptness  with  which  it  terminates  on  its  south- 
ern aspect.  This,  in  many  places,  consists  of  the  bare 
perpendicular  rock  of  sandstone ;  in  others  of  chalk,  as- 
suming its  characteristic  rounded  form,  covered  with  fine 
turf  and  underwood  :  but  almost  every  where  the  south- 
ern face  of  the  hill  is  so  steep,  as  to  justify  the  appella- 
tion of  the  beautiful  tract  which  extends  from  its  base  to 
the  sea-shore.  Yet,  though  low  in  position,  as  compared 
with  its  northern  boundary,  the  Undercliff  is  still  very 
considerably  elevated  above  the  sea  level,  as  its  southern 
limit  terminates,  on  the  margin  of  the  waters,  in  a  per- 
pendicularcliff  of  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  feet  in  height 
along  its  whole  extent.  The  Undercliff  may  therefore  be 
represented  as  a  long  natural  terrace,  of  lofty  but  unequal 
elevation,  backed  by  a  mountainous  wall  on  the  north, 
and  open  on  the  south  to  the  full  influence  of  the  sun, 
from  his  rising  to  his  going  down,  in  that  season  at  least 
when  his  influence  is  most  wanted  in  our  climate. 

From  the  singular  position  described,  it  only  naturally 
results,  that  the  change  of  temperature  experienced  in 
descending  from  the  exposure  of  the  open  and  eleva- 
ted downs  to  the  shelter  of  the  Undercliff,  is  most  com- 
plete ;  though  sometimes,  to  those  who  do  not  consider 
its  causes,  not  a  little  surprising.  It  reminds  the  Italian 
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traveller  of  his  sensations  on  entering  the  valley  of  Domo 
d'Ossola,  after  quitting  the  chilly  denies  of  the  Simplon. 
He  feels  at  once  that  he  has  entered  a  new  climate ;  and 
the  luxuriance  of  the  vegetable  tribes  around  him,  proves 
that  the  impression  made  on  his  senses  is  not  deceit- 
ful. Indeed,  even  during  the  colder  months  of  the  year, 
the  myrtle,  geranium,  and  other  exotic  plants,  here  nou- 
rish, in  the  open  air ;  and  that  too  in  seasons  when  the 
severity  of  the  frost  will  destroy  green-house  plants  on 
the  north  side  of  the  island,  though  placed  in  sheltered 
apartments.  Lieutenant-colonel  Hewett,  a  close  and 
accurate  observer,  who  resided  for  two  years  at  St.  Boni- 
face, found  the  mean  temperature  of  the  Undercliff,,  at  8 
A.M.,  during  the  months  of  December,  January,  and  Feb- 
ruary, of  the  winters  of  1827-8  and  1828-9,  to  be  44°  5'; 
while  that  of  Gosport,  one  of  the  warmest  spots  on  the 
south  coast,  was  42°  5',  and  that  of  Chichester  only  41° : 
and  that  during  the  first  three  months  of  1828,  the  mean 
temperature  here,  at  8  A.  M.,  was  45°  4',  while  that  of 
Gosport  was  43°  7',  of  Chichester  42°  5',  and  of  London 
41°  5'.  From  these  observations,  Dr.  Clark  deduces  the 
important  inference,  that  the  climate  of  the  Undercliff 
is  one  of  the  warmest  in  England,  if  not  the  very  warm- 
est. <c  I  have  certainly  seen  nothing  along  the  south 
coast  that  will  bear  a  comparison  with  it ;  and  Torquay 
is,  I  apprehend,  the  only  place  on  the  south-west  coast 
which  will  do  so."  But,  "  with  a  temperature  nearly  the 
same,  the  climate  of  Torquay  will  be  found  softer,  more 
humid,  and  relaxing ;  while  that  of  the  Undercliff  will 
prove  drier,  somewhat  sharper,  and  more  bracing/'  Else- 
where he  remarks  :  "  indeed,  it  is  matter  of  surprise  to 
me,  after  having  fully  examined  this  favoured  spot,  that 
the  advantages  it  possesses  in  so  eminent  a  degree,  in 
point  of  shelter  and  exposition,  should  have  been  so  long 
overlooked  in  a  country  like  this,  whose  inhabitants, 
during  the  last  century,  have  been  traversing  half  the 
globe  in  search  of  climate.  The  physical  structure  of 
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this  singular  district  has  been  carefully  investigated  and 
described  by  the  geologist,  and  the  beauties  of  its  scenery 
have  been  often  dwelt  upon  by  the  tourist ;  but  its  fai 
more  important  qualities  as  a  winter  residence  for  the 
delicate  invalid,  seem  scarcely  to  have  attracted  attention, 
even  from  the  medical  philosopher." 

The  observations  of  the  Dr.,  which  contain  hints  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Undercliff,  are  also  well  worthy 
attention.  With  all  its  natural  advantages,  as  he  well 
observes,  its  accommodations  are  at  present  few ;  though 
numerous  spots  present  themselves,  along  this  beautiful 
district,  admirably  suited  for  residences.  "  On  these,  de- 
tached houses  might  be  built ;  and  if  the  protection  of  a 
garden- wall  and  a  few  trees,  where  they  do  not  already 
exist,  were  added,  the  natural  advantages  of  the  place 
would  be  increased,  and  a  sheltered  walk  secured  during 
the  most  stormy  weather.  If  any  thing  in  the  form  of 
a  town  is  attempted,  the  beauty  of  the  place,  as  well  as 
the  advantages  as  a  residence  for  invalids,  will  be  greatly 
diminished.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  plan  which  I 
have  suggested  (and  to  which  the  place  lends  itself  in  a 
remarkable  manner)  of  building  single  houses,  each  sur- 
rounded with  its  garden,  is  judiciously  adopted,  and  the 
houses  erected  with  due  regard  to  the  wants  of  delicate 
invalids,  the  Undercliff  bids  fair  to  excell  all  other  winter 
residences  in  this  country,  and  the  Isle  of  Wight  will 
have  added  to  its  title  of  the  Garden  of  England,  that  of 
the  British  Madeira." 

We  may  here  in  conclusion  repeat,  that  all  the  pecu- 
liar appearances  of  the  Undercliff,  and  very  much  of  the 
wild  and  singular  kind  of  beauty  it  possesses,  are  attribu- 
table to  the  landslips  already  alluded  to,  and  which  are 
still  frequently  occurring  on  a  larger  or  smaller  scale. 
One  of  these  slips  took  place  at  East  End,  in  the  year 
1810,  which  was  the  means  of  destroying  30  acres  of 
ground ;  and  another  in  1818,  which  carried  away  50 
acres.  But  the  grand  subsidence  that  produced  the  ter- 
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race  of  the  Undercliff,  taken  as  a  whole,  must  have  hap- 
pened many  centuries  back  ;  since  churches  have  occu- 
pied portions  of  its  site  during  that  long  period,  and  yet 
remain  unharmed,  save  by  the  silent  influences  of  time 
and  the  elements.  As  to  the  cause  of  the  landslips  them- 
selves, it  is  supposed  to  be  no  more  than  this.  The 
marley  substratum  on  which  the  rocks  repose,  becomes 
gradually  so  saturated  with  the  springs  which  exist  in 
abundance  at  this  part  of  the  coast,  that  it  is  pressed  out 
by  the  incumbent  weight,  and  washed  away  by  the  suc- 
cessive returns  of  the  tide ;  when  the  cliffs,  deprived  of 
support,  take  the  place  of  the  soil  which  preceded  them, 
and  there  remain,  forming  a  new  or  under-cliff,  which, 
being  capable  of  resisting  the  waves,  forms  an  outer  de- 
fence against  them  through  future  ages.  Such  causes, 
attended  with  such  effects,  may  possibly  exist  elsewhere ; 
but  in  no  case,  it  may  well  be  imagined,  can  they  have 
combined  to  produce  such  an  union  of  beauty  with 
grandeur  as  is  here  exhibited.  The  most  charming 
wooded  retirements,  the  most  secluded  and  romantic 
dells,  are  here  found  in  close  contiguity  with  sea  views 
of  glorious  extent,  and  inland  rocks  and  hills  of  the  most 
magnificent  and  towering  forms ;  while  the  rustic  church, 
the  embosomed  village,  the  tasteful  cottage,  or  the  ele- 
gant seat,  are  perpetually  meeting  the  eye,  along  with 
the  cultured  field,  the  wildly  flowing  stream,  or  the  pea- 
sant's abode  encircled  by  its  literally  ever-green  garden. 
To  objects  such  as  these,  it  must  be  impossible  for  any 
description  to  do  justice :  nevertheless,  our  plan  permits 
of  no  alternative  to  the  attempt,  and  we  therefore  once 
more  entreat  the  reader  to  be  present  with  us  in  imagi- 
nation at  East  End. 

This  place  is  one  wide  scene  of  broken,  piled,  strewn, 
and  confused  rocks,  occurring  in  every  possible  variety  of 
altitude,  position,  and  form.  For  exhibiting  the  most 
striking  effects  of  a  landslip  on  this  coast,  no  part  of  the 
Undercliff  could  be  better  chosen.  Indeed,  though  the 


masses  of  broken  rock  are  inferior  in  magnitude  to  those 
at  the  western  extremity,  called  Rocken  End,  where  the 
impending  cliffs  are  also  more  imposing,  there  is  a  cha- 
racter of  extreme  wildness  about  East  End,  which  is  ap- 
proached by  nothing  else  in  the  island. 

From  this  spot  we  proceed  along  the  base  of  St.  Boni- 
face Down,  a  vast  hill  of  chalk,  scantily  covered  with  ver- 
dure, parts  of  whose  sides  are  exceedingly  precipitous. 
On  one  of  its  steepest  slopes,  near  the  top,  is  a  small 
spring,  much  venerated  by  the  country  people  under  the 
name  of  St.  Boniface  Well.  A  spring  at  so  great  a 
height  is  considered  a  natural  phenomenon,  It  is  ac- 
cessible only  by  a  rough  path,  or  rather  rude  flight  of 
steps,  which  the  devotees  of  the  Well  have  worn  in  the 
turf  by  their  approaches  to  it. 

All  our  praises  of  the  scenery  of  the  Undercliff  will 
appear  justified  in  the  eyes  of  the  traveller,  if  he  but  pau- 
ses to  survey  the  vale  of  BONCHURCH  just  before  the  road 
begins  to  descend  into  it.  Several  miles  of  the  surface  of  this 
extraordinary  spot,  with  the  grand  line  of  chalk  rock  which 
forms  its  northern  boundary,  lie  stretched  before  him. 
His  gratification  will  be  increased,  if,  instead  of  imme- 
diately descending,  he  quits  the  road,  and  takes  the  base 
of  the  cliff  to  the  Pulpit  Rock,  an  advanced  crag  so  called 
from  a  wooden  cross  placed  on  its  summit,  from  which 
a  prospect  as  extensive  as  beautiful  is  commanded.  Then, 
returning  to  the  road,  he  should  follow  its  steep  descent 
and  its  windings,  until  they  conduct  him  to  the  most  se- 
cluded part  of  the  romantic  dell,  where,  on  the  left,  rises 
a  gigantic  ridge  of  the  fallen  rock,  the  space  between 
which  and  the  upper  cliff  forms  this  lovely  valley.  The 
ridge  is  distinguished  by  a  platform  and  flag-staff,  by  as- 
cending to  which  he  will  gain  another  glorious  view.  The 
medley  of  objects  is  what  here  chiefly  characterises  the 
scene,  though  that  word  is  ill  adapted  either  to  its  beauty 
or  grandeur.  One  writer  sums  them  up  under  the  terms 
of  "barren  rocks,  and  prolific  earths  j  elevated  cliffs,  bro- 
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ken  masses,  and  precipitous  descents ;  an  expanded  sea,  a 
winding  rivulet,  and  a  miniature  fen;  uncultivated  wastes 
and  fruitful  patches;  the  wild  flower-dell,  and  the  rich  par- 
terre ;  the  peasant's  hut,  the  farmer's  yard,  and  the 
adorned  villa;"  the  whole  "mingled  and  adjusted  with  the 
elegance  of  taste,  and  the  apparent  carelessness  of  nature." 

The  seat  of  Captain  Swinburne,  called  East  Dean,  stands 
near  the  church,  fronting  the  English  Channel.  Its  style 
is  rustic,  with  some  mixture  of  the  antique,  with  which 
latter  feature  the  interior  is  fitted  up  to  correspond. 

The  Church,  like  the  village,  takes  its  name  from  St 
Boniface  ;  "  Bonchuroh"  being  only  a  contraction  from 
"  St.  Boniface  Church."  Its  situation  is  yet  nearer  the 
sea  than  Capt.  Swinburne's  residence ;  and  it  stands  on 
the  same  steep  declivity  that  leads  down  to  it.  Shaded 
by  reverend  elm-trees,  and  affording  some  indications  of 
Norman  architecture,  it  is  a  little  edifice  that  cannot  be 
viewed  without  interest.  The  parts  that  wear  the  most 
decided  aspect  of  antiquity,  are  the  plain  semi-circular 
arch  between  the  body  and  the  chancel,  and  the  inner 
door-way  of  the  south  porch,  which  is  also  semicircular, 
and  its  mouldings  decorated,  where  perfect,  with  the  em- 
battled fret  and  chevron  ornaments.  In  these  we  trace 
such  relics  of  the  Norman  age  as  have  probably  suffered 
no  change,  but  from  the  hand  of  time,  since  the  first  erec- 
tion of  the  building,  which  is  supposed  to  have  taken  place 
shortly  subsequent  to  theConquest.  The  windows,  though 
of  small  dimensions,  have  either  plain-pointed  or  tre- 
foiled  heads,  and,  no  doubt,  therefore,  are  of  later  date. 
A  large  oaken  cross  is  placed  within  the  east  window,  and 
forms  a  conspicuous  addition  to  the  communion-place. 

Although  an  extremely  interesting  little  edifice,  as 
well  for  its  great  antiquity  as  for  the  beauty  of  its  situa- 
tion, the  state  of  decay  into  which  it  had  fallen,  as  well  as 
its  inadequacy  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  increasing  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  has  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the 
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exercise  of  Christian  liberality,  the  result  of  which  is  a 
NEW  AND   ELEGANT   CHURCH,    commensurate   with   the 
wants  of  the  parish ;   to  which  is  added  a  commodious 
school-house.     The  church  is  built    in    the   Norman 
style,  and  decorated  with  stained  glass  windows,  some 
of  them  of  ancient  date.      It  is  romantically  situated  in 
the  higher  part   of  the  valley,  surrounded  by  rocks 
and  foliage.     And  here  let  us  pay  a  passing  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  ~W.  Adams — a  name  destined 
to  live  in  the  memory  of  all  who  were  privileged  to 
share   in  his  Christian   companionship,    sympathy,  or 
charity.     The  "  Good  Gentleman"  is  his  peculiar  de- 
signation by  the  villagers.     He  took  great  interest  in 
every  attempt  to  improve  the  spot  of  his  dearest  associa- 
tions, and  contributed  largely  to  the  funds  for  the  erec- 
tion of  this  church,  the  foundation  stone  of  which  he  laid 
on  the  24th  of  June,  1847-     But  he  was  not  permitted 
to  see  the  completion  of  his  pious  work,  for  he  died  on 
the  17th  of  January,  1848,  in  the  33rd  year  of  his  age, 
while  the  consecration  took  place  on  the  llth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1848.     His  remains  lie  in  the  churchyard  of  the 
old  church,  a  spot  so  beautifully  described  by  himself 
in  his  well-known  allegory,  the  "  Old  Man's   Home." 
The  handsome  font  in  the  new  church  has  been  erected 
as  a  memorial  by  the  members  of  his  family.     We  can- 
not better  close  this  notice  than  by  quoting  the  follow- 
ing remarks  of  an  intimate  friend.     "  His  society  was 
eagerly  sought  and  cheerfully  rendered.     His  manners 
were  gentle  and  attractive,  and  there  was  a  charming 
playfulness,  a  vein  of  mirth  running  through  his  lively 
conversation,  peculiarly  winning."     Knowing  the  per- 
fect simplicity  of  his  mind,  and  the  unrepining,  almost 
triumphant  submission  with  which  he  bore  his  long  and 
irremediable  illness,  the  listener  was  reminded  of  the 
poet's  beautiful  explanation  of  the  union  that  frequently 


exists  between  the  deepest  piety  and  the  most  sparkling 
wit : — 

"  For  the  root  of  some  grave  earnest  thought  is  understruck  so  rightly, 
As  to  justify  the  foliage,  and  spreading  flowers  above." 

Perhaps  no  part  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  has  undergone 
greater  changes  during  the  last  few  years  thanBonchurch. 
This  salubrious  and  beautiful  spot,  sheltered  from  the 
winter  cold  by  a  range  of  elevated  downs  at  the  north 
and  east,  and  still  more  effectually  guarded  against  the 
summer  heats  by  its  perpetual  sea  breeze,  had  long 
possessed  a  high  reputation  as  a  resort  of  the  invalid  no 
less  than  of  the  tourist,  but  Dr.  Clarke,  in  his  popular 
work  already  quoted,  conferred  on  its  climatic  advan- 
tages a  world-wide  celebrity,  and  thereby  induced  a 
great  increase  of  visitors,  and  a  consequent  demand 
for  houses. 

The  original  village,  with  the  exception  of  two  villas, 
consisted  of  a  few  rustic  cottages  situated  in  what  is 
called  the  valley  of  Bonchurch,  containing  perhaps  about 
sixty  inhabitants.  But  in  the  year  1837  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  land  was  advertised  to  be  let  on  building 
leases,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  admirers  of  wild  and 
romantic  scenery.  The  houses,  however,  have  been  so 
judiciously  placed,  each  in  its  own  domain,  as  rather  to 
add  to  the  beauty  of  the  view,  and  there  are  now  some  six- 
teen or  eighteen  villas,  either  occupied  by  resident  families, 
or  furnishing  accommodation  of  a  very  superior  descrip- 
tion to  persons  requiring  a  shelter  from  the  changeable- 
ness  and  inequalities  of  the  English  climate.  One  of 
the  largest  and  best  of  these  mansions  is  the  residence 
of  Samuel  Dick,  esq. ;  it  was  erected  under  his  own 
immediate  superintendence,  and  is  fitted  up  with  every 
conceivable  appliance.  The  lawn  and  grounds,  contain- 
ing nearly  eight  acres,  are  tastefully  laid  out,  and  are 
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belted  on  the  one  side  by  rocks,  and  on  the  other  by  a 
rippling  stream  discharging  itself  into  a  lake. 

Another  of  the  new  villas,  and  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous and  picturesque,  is  at  Pulpit  rock,  the  resi- 
dence of  Dr.  Leeson,  Physician  to  St.  Thomas's  Hos- 
pital. It  is  surrounded  by  five  or  six  acres,  tastefully 
laid  out  in  terraces,  and  commands  most  extensive 
and  splendid  views.* 

Besides  these  and  sundry  other  villas  on  an  aristo- 
cratic scale,  there  are  many  of  humbler  pretensions, 
especially  a  pretty  cluster  at  Madeira  Vale,  close  to 
Ventnor,  where  rents  are  very  moderate,  varying  from 
£3.  3s.  to  £5.  5s.  per  week.  Mr.  Jolliffe  is  the  princi- 
pal house  agent. 

The  Bonchurch  Hotel,  kept  by  Mr.  Ribbands,  affords 
excellent  accommodation  to  those  who  purpose  making 
only  a  temporary  stay. 

In  addition  to  other  attractions,  the  sea  bathing  here 
is  on  a  smooth  sand,  and  a  large  bath  house  has  lately 
been  erected ;  an  esplanade  too  is  far  advanced  towards 
completion. 

It  would  be  inexcusable  to  pass  Bonchurch  without 
mentioning  Mr.  Saxby's  commodiously  arranged  and 
well-conducted  school,  which  is  situated  near  the  old 
church.  The  sons  of  many  of  our  nobility  and  gentry 
have  been  educated  there. 

At  Bonchurch  was  born  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  British 
navy.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  an  orphan  boy  of 
the  village,  named  Hobson,  was  apprenticed  by  the 
parish  to  a  tailor  at  Niton,  about  seven  miles  distant. 
While  seated  one  day  on  his  master's  shop-board,  a 
squadron  of  our  men  of  war  was  seen  passing;  and 

*  Permission  to  view  these  grounds  may  be  obtained  by  leaving  a 
card  with  the  gardener. 
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young  Hobson,  in  common  with  nearly  all  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants,  ran  down  to  the  beach  to  view  the  specta- 
cle. In  a  moment  of  enthusiasm  he  jumped  into  a  boat, 
and  rowed  towards  the  squadron,  and,  having  reached 
the  admiral's  ship,  was  received  on  board  as  a  volunteer : 
whereupon  he  cast  the  boat  adrift,  and  that  having  been 
picked  up  a  few  days  afterwards,  while  his  hat,  which  in 
his  hurry  he  had  left  behind  him,  was  found  upon  the 
shore,  the  impression  that  he  had  met  with  a  watery  grave 
was  entertained  by  all  on  land  who  had  known  him. 
But  the  youth  was  now  upon  the  element,  and  in  the  line 
of  life,  that  exactly  accorded  with  the  native  bias  of  his 
mind ;  and  the  very  next  day  was  destined  to  exhibit  him 
in  his  true  character.  The  squadron  fell  in  with  a  French 
fleet ;  an  engagement  took  place,  in  which,  for  some  time, 
the  victory  appeared  doubtful ;  and  Hobson,  after  bear- 
ing a  cheerful  share  in  two  hours'  hard  fighting,  began 
to  grow  impatient,  and  asked  a  sailor  near  him  for  what 
object  the  two  fleets  were  contending.  Being  told  that 
the  action  must  last  till  the  white  rag  at  the  enemy's 
mast-head  was  struck,  he  exclaimed,  "  Oh  !  if  that's  all, 
I'll  see  what  I  can  do."  At  this  moment  the  ships  of  the 
two  admirals  were  engaged  yard-arm  and  yard-arm,  and 
both  obscured  in  smoke.  Our  young  hero,  noticing  the 
latter  circumstance,  was  seized  with  the  extraordinary 
resolution  to  attempt  hauling  down  the  enemy's  flag 
with  his  own  hands !  Accordingly,  he  climbed  the  shrouds, 
walked  across  the  main-yard,  and  unperceived  gained 
that  of  the  French  admiral ;  when,  mounting  with  the 
utmost  celerity  to  the  main-top-gallant-mast  head,  he 
seized  the  flag,  and  returned  with  it  to  his  own  ship.  The 
disappearance  of  the  flag  was  soon  noticed  :  the  British 
tars  shouted  "  Victory  !"  the  French  crew  were  thrown 
into  confusion,  and  forsook  their  guns :  and,  before  their 
officers  could  succeed  in  their  attempts  to  rally  them,  the 
English  sailors  boarded,  and  became  triumphant.  At 
this  juncture  Hobson  descended  to  the  main-deck  from 
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the  shrouds,  with  the  French  flag  wound  round  his  arm, 
to  the  astonishment  of  all  who  beheld  him.  He  was  or- 
dered to  the  quater-deck,  where  some  of  the  officers 
seemed  disposed  to  view  with  more  indignation  than  ap- 
plause this  very  irregular  method  of  "  striking  the  flag." 
But  the  admiral,  entertaining  different  notions  of  the  ex- 
ploit, immediately  promoted  its  author,  who,  favoured  by 
such  an  opening,  rose  rapidly  in  his  profession ;  while 
none  of  those  who  had  known  the  poor  'prentice-boy  at 
Niton,  had  an  idea  that  they  could  claim  acquaintance 
with  the  gallant  hero  who  was  at  length  become  so  cele- 
brated as  Admiral  Hobson.  One  day,  however,  soon  after 
that  admiral  had  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  with 
other  more  substantial  marks  of  favour  from  his  sover- 
eign, a  party  of  naval  officers  appeared  in  the  village  in 
which  the  tailor  and  his  wife  still  resided.  They  stopped 
at  the  humble  door  of  the  hero's  former  residence,  and, 
to  the  astonishment  of  its  inmates,  requested  to  be  ac- 
commodated with  such  plain  fare  as  could  in  a  short 
time  be  prepared  for  them.  All  objections  were  over- 
ruled ;  and  though  nothing  more  luxurious  than  bacon 
and  eggs  could  be  obtained,  to  a  dish  of  those  viands 
they  sat  down,  inviting  their  hosts  to  partake  not  only 
of  the  repast,  but  of  some  wine  they  had  taken  care  to 
have  conveyed  with  them.  Under  the  influence  of  the 
generous  beverage,  the  conversation,  soon  grew  animated 
on  all  sides ;  particularly  as  regarded  the  chief  of  the 
party,  who,  addressing  himself  principally  to  the  tailor's 
wife,  endeavoured,  by  every  indirect  means  he  could  de- 
vise, to  recal  her  recollection  of  himself.  Failing  in 
every  attempt,  he  at  last  began  a  verse  of  a  ballad  that 
had  been  often  sung  in  her  hearing  by  the  graceless  ap- 
prentice-lad. "  For  all  the  world  like  our  poor  Hobby  !" 
she  then  exclaimed,  the  tears  rising  to  her  eyes ;  while 
the  admiral  (for  he,  of  course,  it  was)  became  scarcely  less 
affected.  The  rest  may  be  conceived  untold.  All  was 
at  once  astonishment  and  joy ;  and  the  gallant  sailor  did 
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not  quit  his  worthy  entertainers,  it  may  be  supposed, 
without  leaving  them  very  handsome  tokens  whereby  in 
future  to  remember  their  ci-devant  apprentice,  Admiral 
Hobson. 

St.  Boniface  Cottage,  the  property  of  Charles  Popham 
Hill,  esq.,  is  our  next  object  of  attention.  Standing  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain-down  from  which  it  takes 
name,  and  embosomed  in  lofty  trees  and  other  marks  of 
luxuriant  vegetation,  while  the  fine  scenery  of  the  coast 
is  not  excluded,  this  residence  may  rank  with  the  most 
happily  situated  in  this  quarter  of  the  island. 

We  now  approach  the  metropolis  of  the  Undercliff, 
which  in  1 830  consisted  of  only  a  few  fishermen's  cot- 
tages, a  mill,  and  the  original  little  inn,  the  "  Crab  and 
Lobster."  These,  however,  are  for  the  most  part  swept 
away,  and  the  few  still  remaining  are  almost  lost  amidst 
the  numerous  modern  structures.  Ventnor  now  pos- 
sesses first-class  hotels — large  and  well-stocked  shops 
of  every  variety — a  posting  establishment — bathing 
houses  and  bathing  machines — in  fact,  every  necessary 
for  a  fashionable  watering-place.  In  the  year  1846  an 
Act  of  Parliament  was  obtained,  by  which  the  town  was 
vested  in  the  hands  of  eighteen  Commissioners,  who  are 
chosen  annually.  During  the  short  time  that  this  power 
has  existed,  the  town  has  been  efficiently  drained, 
lighted  and  paved ;  an  esplanade  and  sea-wall  has 
been  built,  and  much  has  been  done  in  the  removal  of 
irregularities  which  had  arisen  in  consequence  of  the 
rapid  and  uncontrolled  erection  of  houses,  without 
any  settled  plan.  The  town  is  indebted  for  its  most 
interesting  feature  to  the  munificence  of  J.  Ham- 
borough,  Esq.  of  Steephill,  who  has  erected  at  his  own 
expense  one  of  the  handsomest  churches  in  the  island, 
together  with  a  parsonage  house  and  school.  The  great 
attraction  of  Ventnor,  however,  has  been  and  will  con- 
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tinue  to  be  the  salubrity  of  the  climate,  and  its  especial 
adaptation  for  the  relief  of  all  pulmonary  disorders.  It 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  agreeable  places  in  the 
south  of  England  as  a  summer  resort  for  the  pleasure 
tourist,  the  prevalence  of  the  S.W.  breezes  rendering  it 
extremely  cool  and  pleasant  during  even  the  hottest 
months. 

Sir  James  Clark,  M.D.  was  the  first  to  point  out  the 
great  value  of  this  part  of  the  Undercliff  to  invalids. 
In  his  work  "  On  the  Influence  of  Climate  in  the  Pre- 
vention and  Cure  of  organic  Diseases,"  he  shewed  that 
the  Isle  of  "Wight  possessed  certain  peculiarities  of 
climate  highly  favourable  to  the  continuous  residence 
of  invalids  suffering  under  bronchial  affections,  and 
people  of  delicate  constitutions. 

The  five  principal  Hotels,  are  the  "  St.  Boniface"  (for 
the  present  closed),  the  "Marine,"  the  "Crab  and 
Lobster,"  the  "  Royal"  and  the  "  Commercial."  Oppo- 
site the  latter,  a  road  leads  to  the  baths,  which, 
together  with  the  fine  sea  view  from  the  sitting  rooms, 
render  the  attractions  of  the  Ventnor  Hotel  complete. 
A  walk  from  the  baths  along  the  beach,  will  bring  the 
visitor  to  a  waterfall,  which,  when  the  corn-mill  above 
is  at  work,  forms  a  beautiful  contrast  to  the  bold  fea- 
tures of  the  adjoining  coast  scenery.  The  view  of 
Ventnor  Cove,  from  this  point,  is  particularly  admired. 

The  village  of  STEEPHILL  is  about  a  mile  from  that  of 
Ventnor.  It  may  be  placed  after  Bonchurch  in  point  of 
romantic  character.  Formerly  it  was  much  celebrated 
for  a  cottage-villa,  the  property  of  the  late  Earl  Dysart, 
which,  placed  on  a  lofty  terrace  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
backed  by  the  bold  Uppercliff,  and  judiciously  screened 
by  noble  trees,  at  once  possessed  all  the  advantages  of 
commanding  prospects  and  the  most  strict  seclusion. 
All  the  natural  beauties  of  the  situation  remain ;  and,  in 
addition  to  them,  Steephill,  as  the  seat  was  called,  from 
a  cottage  has  become  a  castle,  having  been  entirely  re- 
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built  by  ifes  present  possessor,  John  Hamborough,  esq. 
Its  appearance,  when  near,  is  not  quite  equal  perhaps  to 
what  was  intended;  but,  from  several  more  distant  points 
of  view,  the  effect  is  imposing,  and,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  engraving,  adds  a  grand  feature  to  the  native  mag- 
nificence of  the  spot.  The  prospect  from  the  summit  of  the 
present  structure  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated:  the  open 
channel  in  front,  and  the  tract  of  country  in  the  direc- 
tion of  St,  Lawrence,  are  what  will  chiefly  elicit  admiration. 

Other  attractive  objects  at  hand,  are  a  cascade,  formed 
by  the  artificial  union  of  two  springs  running  towards  the 
cliff;  and  a  cave  in  the  cliff  itself,  reached  by  some  steps 
cut  in  the  rock,  that  will  repay  the  slight  trouble  of  the 
access  by  the  fine  view  of  the  shore  obtained  from  it. 

By  proceeding  along  the  edge  of  the  cliff  for  a  trifling 
distance,  the  tourist  will  arrive  at  a  station  of  the  pre- 
ventive service ;  and  then  at  a  small  platform  of  artillery, 
which  forms  the  seaward  boundary  of  Lord  Yarborough's 
grounds,  attached  to  his  elegant  marine  Villa  at  St.  Law- 
rence. The  late  Sir  Richard  Worsley  fitted  up  this  villa 
in  a  style  worthy  of  his  refined  taste,  and  adorned  it  with 
a  gateway,  by  Inigo  Jones,  brought  from  Hampton 
Court ;  a  pavilion,  designed  from  the  temple  of  Minerva 
at  Athens,  a  little  temple,  called  the  seat  of  Virgil,  or- 
namented with  a  bust  of  that  poet ;  and  a  Grecian  green- 
house, copied  from  the  temple  of  Neptune  at  Corinth. 
Of  these,  the  pavilion  and  green-house  only  remain ; 
and  most  of  the  pieces  of  virtu  formerly  collected  here 
are  now  at  Appuldurcombe.  The  grounds  are  not  ex- 
tensive, but  are  laid  out  with  much  taste,  and  with  a  ju- 
dicious care  to  take  all  possible  advantage  of  the  pictu- 
resquely-varying surface. 

The  village  of  ST.  LAWRENCE  is  only  a  continuation 
of  the  romantic  beauties  that  adorn  Steephill.  The 
Church  is  almost  unique  with  regard  to  size,  being,  with 
one  exception,  the  smallest  edifice  of  its  kind  in  Great 
Britain,  Its  dimensions  are, length, 20  feet;  width,  12 
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feet ;  height,  to  the  eaves,  6  feet.  But  it  should  be  no- 
ticed that  the.  ground,  externally,  is  somewhat  raised 
around  the  building.  The  smallness  of  the  structure  is 
perhaps  one  chief  evidence  of  its  antiquity ;  and  it  is  far 
from  improbable  that  the  Walls,  in  great  part,  are  of  the 
Saxon  era,  though  all  the  arches  for  windows  cut  in  them 
are  of  much  more  recent  date.  Within,  at  the  east-end, 
is  a  transparency  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  in  a 
stained-glass  frame.  In  1842  the  church  was  enlarged, 
the  original  building  is  alluded  to  in  the  above  observa- 
tions. 

The  route  may  now  be  varied  to  advantage  by  an  as- 
cent to  the  upper  cliff,  an  opportunity  for  doing  which, 
without  much  fatigue,  is  afforded  soon  after  quitting  St. 
Lawrence.  From  this  elevation  we  may  enjoy,  as  we 
proceed,  an  uninterrupted  view  of  the  sea;  while, between 
that  object  and  our  path,  the  Undercliff,  with  all  its  rock 
varieties,  delightful  seats  and  rustic  embellishments,  will 
lie  far  below,  indeed,  but  not  at  too  great  a  distance  for 
perfect  observation.  Very  shortly  we  perceive  Old  Park, 
the  residence  of  Thomas  Haddon,  esq.*  and  trace,  as  in  a 
map,  all  the  details  of  its  grounds,  interspersed  with 
masses  of  the  fallen  rock,  and  varied  by  a  dairy,  corn-mill, 
and  bathing-house. 

Mirables  is  next  seen, — the  charming  seat  of  Mrs. 
Arnold.  Massive  fragments  of  rock,  and  green  planta- 
tions, occupy  the  space  between  us  and  the  house,  whose 
front  is  to  the  sea,  looking  upon  the  mighty  element  from 
a  terrace,  led  up  to  by  a  sharp  but  undulating  ascent 
from  the  shore.  All  the  accompaniments  of  this  resi- 
dence are  of  the  most  attractive  character.  From  that 
part  of  the  cliff  at  which  we  are  viewing  them,  a  young 
female  was  blown  over  into  the  depth  below,  by  a  sudden 
gust  of  wind,  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1831.  Wonder- 
ful to  relate,  she  escaped  unhurt,  through  alighting  upon 
some  underwood ;  the  only  inconvenience  to  her  (besides 
the  fright),  being  that  she  then  pursued  her  walk  to 

*  Now  of  J.  Walkinshaw,  Esq. 
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Niton  by  the  base  of  the  cliff,  instead  of  along  its  brow. 
Orchard  Cottage,  the  property  of  General  Sir  Wil- 
loughby  Gordon,  bart.,  now  appears  ;  but  to  view  it,  with 
some  other  seats  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  more  advan- 
tage, we  must  descend  by  Cripple  Path,  a  way  cut  by  steps 
in  the  side  of  the  cliff,  and  affording  seats  about  half-way 
down,  composed  of  projecting  ledges  of  the  rock,  which, 
though  of  nature's  forming,  are  almost  artificial  in  their 
aspect.  Having  regained  the  road,  we  cannot  notice  with- 
out admiration  the  stupendous  precipices  over  head ;  and 
must  regard  with  surprise  the  diminutive  figures  of  such 
persons  as  may  be  walking  along  the  top,  or  descending 
by  the  path  we  lately  occupied.  "  The  Orchard/'  as 
the  villa1  just  mentioned  is  sometimes  called,  may  now  be 
more  nearly  inspected.  It  is  of  irregular,  but  picturesque 
form ;  built  with  a  mixture  of  brick  and  the  stone  of  the 
country ;  and  decorated  in  front  with  a  choice  variety  of 
flowers,  evergreens,  and  fruit  trees,  all  luxuriating  upon 
a  succession  of  terraces,  formed  by  artificial  improvements 
of  the  natural  surface. 

On  the  right,  opposite  the  orchard,  stands  Beauchamp, 
a  small  villa,  the  seat  of  Sir  W.  Gordon,  bart. 

Near  Puckaster  Cove,  on  the  left,  is  the  very  pleasing 
cottage  of  Mrs.  Vine.  It  presents  a  semicircular  front, 
of  rustic  character,  to  the  ocean ;  and  is  backed  by  tM'o 
vast  fragments  of  rocks,  precipitated  from  the  cliff  above 
in  a  long  past  age.  At  Puckaster,  Charles  II.  landed, 
July  1, 1675,  after  encountering  a  dangerous  storm  at  sea; 
an  event  duly  recorded  in  the  parish  register  of  Niton, 

In  the  direction  of  Niton  village  stands  West-Cliff 
House,  the  handsome  residence  of  Robert  Holford,  esq* 
We  will  now  suppose  that  we  had  reached  that  village 
by  pursuing  the  path  on  the  cliff,  and  will  take  this  op- 
portunity to  describe  it. 

NITON  stands  nearly  a  mile  from  the  shore,  in  a  very 
secluded  situation,  at  the  south-eastern  foot  of  St.  Ca- 
therine's Hill.  It  is  sometimes  styled  Crab  Niton,  from 

*  Now  of  Captain  Kerr. 
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the  number  of  fish  of  that  species  found  on  the  adjacent 
coast.  Two  little  streets  of  neat,  thatched,  stone  dwel- 
lings, with  orchards  generally  attached,  form  this  village 
of  small  importance,  but,  doubtless,  of  considerable  an- 
tiquity. It  has  a  comfortable  inn.  The  Church,  con- 
sisting of  two  aisles,  with  a  tower  and  spire,  was  one  of 
those  given  by  Fitz-Osborne  to  his  abbey  of  Lyra.  It 
passed  to  the  crown  at  the  dissolution  of  religious  houses, 
and,  together  with  five  churches  in  Hampshire,  was 
given  to  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  by  Charles  I.,  in  ex- 
change for  the  college  plate — an  article  of  more  utility 
to  the  monarch,  in  the  then  position  of  his  affairs,  than 
even  a  larger  number  of  ecclesiastical  benefices.  The 
vicarage  of  Godshill,  with  its  chapelry  of  Whitwell,  is  at- 
tached to  this  living.  In  the  grave-yard  is  the  basement 
of  an  ancient  cross,  an  ornament  which  no  cemetery  was 
without  in  the  catholic  ages. 

Returning  on  our  track,  we  shall  next  reach  the  Sand- 
Rock  Hotel,  whose  site  is  truly  delightful,  and  whose  ap- 
pearance, as  in  the  case  of  several  houses  of  a  similar  de- 
scription upon  this  coast,  is  rather  that  of  a  gentleman's 
seat  than  hotel*  The  accompanying  view  will  fully  justify 
this  remark.  The  seaward  look-outis  peculiarly  bold,  from 
the  position  of  the  house  near  the  southern  point  of  the 
island,  and  the  extent  of  the  prospect  thereby  commanded, 

A  road  has  been  formed  of  late  years  from  the  hotel 
to  the  Sand-Rock  Spring ;  proceeding  by  which  we  shall 
first  notice  Mount  Cleaves,  a  modern-built  residence,  oc- 
cupied by  the  Misses  Simes.  We  may  then  survey  the 
results  of  the  great  landslip  in  February,  1799,  by  which 
nearly  one  hundred  acres  of  the  cliff  were  separated  from 
the  general  mass,  and  carried  towards  the  sea,  breaking 
in  their  progress  into  terrific  chasms,  causing  the  de- 
truction  of  a  cottage,  and  leaving  all  around  the  traces 
of  devastation  and  confusion.  The  wild  disorder  and 
imposing  forms  of  the  rocks  here  irresistibly  fix  the  at- 
tention :  on  every  side  their  aspects  are  at  once  savage 

*  The  tourist  should  here  step  to  the  beach  and  inspect  St.  Catherine's 
Light- House,  which  may  be  ascended  if  wished.  It  was  erected  in 
1838-40  by  the  Trinity  house,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  Clarendon 
on  this  dangerous  coast.  The  ground  was  granted  by  George  S.  Wai- 
ford,  esq.,  and  the  building  superintended  by  Mr.  Daslnvood  of  Ryde. 
Its  height  to  the  vane,  is  upwards  of  200  feet. 
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and  commanding.  The  pretty  cottage  connected  with 
the  Spring  soon  appears,  and  we  descend  from  it  to  the 
source  of  the  chalybeate,  which  is  in  the  cliff,  about  500 
yards  from  the  shore,  and  150  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  The  cottage  itself  is  a  dispensary,  established  by 
Mr.  Waterworth,  a  surgeon  of  Newport,  who  discovered 
the  spring  in  1808,  and  erected  the  building  which  now 
encloses  it  in  the  following  year.  In  a  letter  on  the  pro- 
perties of  the  water,  the  discoverer  says :  "  this  aluminous 
chalybeate,  on  examination,  not  only  by  the  taste,  but 
also  by  the  application  of  chemical  tests,  was  found  to 
contain  sulphat  of  iron  and  sulphat  of  alumine,  substances 
which,  though  rarely  met  with  in  combination  with  water, 
yet  exist  in  this  in  such  large  proportions  as  to  give  it  a 
very  distinguishing  character."  Hence,  "it  possesses 
the  properties  of  a  tonic  of  the  most  powerful  kind,"  and 
"has  been  found  singularly  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  many 
very  important  and  dangerous  diseases,  particularly  those 
termed  asthenic,  arising  from  a  relaxed  fibre  and  languid 
circulation,  such  as  indigestion,  weakness  of  stomach,  loss 
of  appetite,  tremblings,  with  all  the  varieties  of  nervous 
and  hypochondriacal  disorders,"  &c.  &c.  The  descent 
from  the  spring  towards  the  shore  is  by  a  rude  and  pre- 
cipitous path  cut  in  the  cliff;  on  reaching  the  bottom  of 
which  we  are  anew  struck  with  the  extreme  wildnessof  the 
scene,  to  which  a  considerable  landslip,  that  took  place  in 
the  winter  of  1832-33,  is  seen  to  have  contributed  its  share. 
Pursuing  a  scarcely  perceptible  path  which  threads 
this  wilderness  of  mighty  fragments,  we  reach  Rocken- 
End,  the  termination  of  the  Undercliff  in  this  direction, 
and  comprising  some  of  its  most  majestic  features.  Here 
the  boundary  of  the  rocks  is  not  circumscribed  by  the 
commonline  of  the  coast,  but  extends  far  into  the  sea, 
where  the  vast  masses  form  what  is  called  Rocken-End 
Race,  and  have  probably  lain  from  the  time  of  the  grand 
tonvulsion  that  at  once  severed  them  from  the  mainland, 
and  laid  the  terrace  of  the  Undercliff  where  it  it  now  re- 
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poses.  Nor  are  these  the  only  rocks  which,  visible  only 
at  low  water,  threaten  destruction  to  vessels  overtaken 
by  tempestuous  weather  near  this  coast.  Not  far  west- 
ward lie  the  dangerous  ledges,  known,  from  the  places 
to  which  they  are  nearest,  by  the  names  of  Atherfield, 
Chilton,  and  Brooke  ;  the  proximity  of  either  of  which, 
in  untoward  circumstances,  is  sufficient  to  dismay  the 
heart  of  the  stoutest. 

The  engravings  will  give  the  reader  a  better  idea  of 
Black-Gang  Chine,  the  object  to  which  the  path  from  the 
Spring  conducts  us,  than  could  be  conveyed  by  the  most 
luminous  description*    Traces  of  recent  landslips  were 
perpetually  occurring  as  we  trod  this  path  early  in  the 
year  1833;  and  the  Chine  itself  seemed  to  give  evidence 
of  a  landslip  upon  a  large  scale,  as  having  greatly  assisted 
in  its  formation.     This  was  specially  apparent  in  the 
semicircular  chasm,  seventy-five  feet  in  depth,  into  which 
the  stream  from  the  hill  above  now  falls,  and  which 
clearly  appears  to  have  been  shaped  by  the  violent  dis- 
ruption of  immense  masses  of  the  cliff  from  its  sides. 
The  wild  ravine  that  ascends  from  the  summit  of  the 
chasm,  seems,  on  the  contrary,  to  have  been   chiefly 
mouled  by  the  action  of  the  stream,  which,  after  con- 
tinued rains,  becomes  a  torrent,  and  rolls  with  impetuous 
force  over  the  verge  of  the  cliff  to  the  beach  below.  The 
whole  aspect  of  this  Chine  is  grand,  but  gloomy  :  it  has 
neither  the  beauties  of  Shanklin,  nor  the  comparative 
prettiness  of  Luccombe  :  savage  sublimity  is  its  charac- 
teristic.    Portions  of  its  steep  sides  are  little  less  than 
five  hundred  feet  in  height :  every  part  is  without  a  fea- 
ture of  vegetation ;  and  the  almost  universal  colour  of 
the  faces  of  the  cloven  sand-rocks  so  nearly  approaches 
black,  that  it  is  supposed  to  have  derived  its  name  from 
that  circumstance,  as  a  prefix  to  the  Saxon  gauge,  which 
signifies  any  opening  or  way  in  a  cliff  to  the  sea  shore. 
From  the  summit  of  the  Chine  we  have  a  noble  prospect 
of  the  whole  line  of  coast  westward,  including  Chale, 

*  Immediately  on  the  shore  is  the  Black  Gang  House,  the  seat  of 
Thomas  Fleming,  Esq. 
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Brixton  and  Fresh- water  Bays ;  the  towering  cliffs  of 
Freshwater ;  the  Needles  Bocks ;  and  the  coast  of  Dor- 
setshire in  the  extreme  distance.  The  descent  to  the 
pebbly  beach  is  worth  performing,  in  order  to  obtain  an 
interesting  view  of  the  Chine  as  it  appears  from  it. 

Instead  of  the  track  we  have  described,  the  traveller 
may  visit  this  remarkable  object  from  Niton,  if  he  thinks 
proper,  by  proceeding  along  the  excellent  road  lately 
formed  from  that  village  to  Chale.  This  route  will  af- 
ford him  views  of  the  most  picturesque  rock  and  other 
scenery  at  every  turn  ;  after  enjoying  which  for  about  a 
mile,  he  will  reach  Black-gang  Chine  Hotel,  whose  situa- 
tion will  always  render  it  desirable  either  for  a  temporary 
sojourn,  or  a  more  permanent  stay.  The  view  from  it 
embraces  the  sea-coast  as  far  as  the  Needles.  The  de- 
scent to  the  Chine  from  hence  is  rendered  as  easy  as  the 
nature  of  the  soil  will  admit :  pleasure  boats  are  in  at- 
tendance on  the  beach ;  and  every  other  facility  and  ac- 
commodation are  ably  provided  at  this  hotel,  which  has 
been  recently  built  on  the  property  of  W.  H,  Jacobs,  esq., 
the  hospitable  proprietor  of  Chale- Abbey  Farm.  Various 
other  building-sites  being  also  marked  out,  the  vicinity 
of  Black-gang  Chine  must  be  expected  shortly  to  assume 
a  very  animated  and  cheerful  character.  At  the  head 
of  the  Chine  is  exhibiting  the  skeleton  of  a  whale,  mea- 
suring eighty  feet  in  length,  which  was  taken  near  the 
Needles,  in  February,  1842, 

From  the  chine  Hotel,  the  tourist  may  also  take  an 
opportunity  to  ascend  to  the  top  of  St.  Catherine's  Hill, 
the  most  elevated  point  of  the  island,  the  prospect  from 
which,  when  the  weather  is  favourable,  is  "infinitely  rich, 
and  almost  unbounded  :"  indeed,  it  takes  in  the  whole 
circuit  of  the  Wight,  except  in  a  single  direction,  where 
the  view  is  broken  by  the  Brixton  Downs.  On  a  clear 
day,  even  the  highest  part  of  the  French  coast,  adjoin- 
ing Cherbourg,  may  be  sometimes  perceived ;  while,  to 
the  west,  the  isles  of  Portland  and  Purbeck  are  plainly 

*  From  600  to  900  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 


85 

distinguishable.  The  Hampshire  coast,  near  Lyming- 
ton,  appears  almost  to  unite  with  the  island,  the  inter- 
vening Solent  being  scarcely  seen.  As  the  eye  ranges 
to  the  north  and  west,  the  New  Forest,  Southampton 
Water,  Portsdown  Hill,  the  Sussex  hills,  and  Beachy 
Head,  beyond  Brighton,  are  successively  visible. 

The  Chine  we  lately  described,  is  a  fissure  in  the  south 
side  of  this  stupendous  hill.  Its  extreme  height  is  nearly 
nine  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Originally, 
it  was  called  Chale  Down ;  the  appellation  of  St.  Cathe- 
rine's having  been  bestowed  on  it  from  the  circumstances 
thus  narrated  by  Sir  Richard  Worsley.  In  the  year  1323, 
Walter  de  Godyton  built  a  chapel  here,  and  dedicated 
it  to  St.  Catherine,  assigning  certain  rents  for  a  chantry 
priest  to  sing  mass,  and  also  to  provide  lights  for  the 
safety  of  such  vessels  as  might  chance  to  come  on  this 
dangerous  coast  during  the  night.  At  the  dissolution 
of  chantries,  it  was  perhaps  found  impracticable  to  divide 
the  useful  from  the  superstitious  part  of  the  institution; 
so  that  the  whole  fell  together,  the  chantry  involving  the 
lighthouse  in  its  ruin.  By  an  entry  in  the  registers  of 
the  diocese,  it  appears  that,  eleven  years  before  the  erec- 
tion of  this  chapel,  there  was  an  hermitage  standing  on 
the  same  spot :  the  entry  is  as  follows :  "  Walter  de 
Langstrell  admissus  ad  hermitorium  supra  mortem  de 
Chale,  in  insula  Vectis,  Id.  Octobris,  A.D.  1312."  St. 
Catherine's  Tower,  on  the  summit  of  the  down,  is  a  re- 
main of  the  ancient  religious  institution,  having  been 
substantially  repaired  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  in  con- 
sideration of  its  essential  service  as  a  land-mark.  It  is 
of  octangular  form,  finished  pyramidically  at  top ;  its 
height  thirty-five  feet  and  a  half.  On  its  reparation,  says 
Sir  Richard  Worsley,  "the  foundation  of  the  whole 
chapel  was  also  cleared  and  levelled ;  by  which,  not  only 
its  figure  was  discovered,  but  also  the  floor  and  stone 
hearth  of  the  priest's  little  cell  at  the  south-west  corner." 
tu  addition  to  the  tower,  a  light-house  was  erected  here 
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a  few  years  back;  but  the  idea  of  rendering  it  serviceable 
by  night  is  nowabandoned,  the  mists  by  which  the  hill  is  so 
frequently  obscured  having  been  found  to  render  it  useless. 

The  northern  slope  of  the  down  is  graced  by  a  seat, 
the  property  of  John  Barlow  Hoy,  esq.,  called  Medina 
Hermitaffe^the  prospect  from  which  is  exceedingly  rich 
and  extensive.  Immediately  above  the  house,  on  the 
commanding  brow  of  the  hill,  appears  a  column,  seventy- 
two  feet  in  height,  erected  by  the  late  Michael  Hoy,  esq,, 
and  bearing  the  following  inscription  : — 

In  commemoration  of  the  visit  of  his  Imperial  Majesty 
Alexander  /.,  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  to  Great 
Britain,  in  the  year  1814,  and  in  remembrance  of  many 
happy  years'  residence  in  his  dominions,  this  pillar  was 
erected  by  Michael  Hoy, 

The  situation  of  the  column  renders  it  a  conspicuous 
object  from  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  island. 

Having  reached  CHALE,  a  neat  but  straggling  village, 
our  attention  is  attracted  by  its  Church,  an  edifice  of 
the  time  of  Henry  I.,  having  been  built  by  Hugh  Vernon 
in  that  reign,  and  still  retaining  some  characteristics  of 
its  period.  The  tower,  which  is  handsome,  and  bears 
some  resemblance  to  that  of  Carisbrooke,  appears  with 
its  original  small,  and  pointed,  or  trefoil-headed  open- 
ings. At  its  north-east  angle  is  a  turret,  containing  the 
stairs,  lighted  by  slits  and  quatre-foils,  All  the  other 
windows  in  the  building  appear,  from  their  dimensions, 
to  have  been  introduced  since  its  first  completion.  The 
arches  of  the  interior,  between  the  body  and  the  aisle, 
are  pointed ;  the  columns,  supporting  them,  very  squat, 
being  only  about  3  feet  10  inches  high,  although  3  feet 
3  inches  in  circumference :  these,  perhaps,  afford  the  best 
evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the  date  ascribed  to  the 
structure.  A  small  piscina  may  be  noticed  in  the  south 
wall. 

The  eastern  end  of  Chale  Farm  affords  a  rather  curious 
relic  of  ancient  domestic  architecture. 

*  Now  occupied  by  W,  H.  Dawes,  Esq. 
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The  road  to  BRIXTON  (which  has  been  described)  is 
without  interest :  but  the  Bay  named  from  that  village, 
and  Chale  Bay,  with  some  other  features  of  the  coast, 
deserve  remark.  Brixton  rocks  are  highly  dangerous 
to  shipping :  they  lie  about  midway  between  Black-gang 
Chine  and  Freshwater  Gate.  The  cliffs,  both  eastward 
and  westward,  are  broken  by  a  number  of  chines  on  an 
inferior  scale ;  of  which,  Walpen,  Whale,  Cowledge,  Ship- 
ledge,  Barnes,  Grange,  Chilton,  Brooke,  and  Compton, 
are  the  principal.  Jackman's  Chine  may  be  said  to  lead 
down  from  Brixton  village  to  the  shore.  Barnes  Hole  is 
a  remarkable  cavern,  of  extraordinary  height,  and  most 
gloomy  aspect.  Another  cave,  near  Grange  Chine,  is 
called  Dutchman's  Hole,  from  a  large  ship  of  that  nation 
that  ran  into  it.  The  rocks  about  Chale  Bay  have  proved 
fatal  to  a  great  number  of  vessels;  among  the  rest  to  a 
Dutch  galliot,  the  "Diana  Jans,"  which  was  totally 
wrecked  upon  them  in  February,  1830  :  the  crew,  how- 
ever, were  saved  by  a  feat  of  daring  performed  by  one  of 
the  sailors,  who  swam  ashore  with  a  rope,  and  by  that 
means  established  a  communication  between  the  land 
and  his  despairing  comrades. 

The  most  melancholy  of  the  many  wrecks  which 
have  taken  place  on  this  dangerous  coast  is  that  of  the 
Clarendon,  a  West-India-man  of  350  tons,  on  the  1 1th  of 
October,  1836,  the  loss  of  which  arose  from  the  want  of 
some  beacon  on  the  land.  She  had  1 1  passengers,  male 
and  female,  and  1 7  seamen  on  board ;  was  laden  with 
sugar,  rum,  molasses,  and  turtle ;  and  had  been  about 
six  weeks  on  her  voyage.  The  previous  evening  was 
fine,  the  wind  fair,  and  the  passengers  had  retired  to 
rest.*  After  midnight  the  wind  increased;  and  the  ship 
drove  rapidly,  but  no  danger  was  perceived  till  day- 
break,— when,  already  in  the  midst  of  breakers,  escape 

*  All  that  could  be  gathered  from  the  survivors  was,  that  she  twice 
touched  the  ground  lightly,  at  which  time  every  one  was  on  deck ;  and 
presently  a  mountain  wave  hurled  her  broadside  on  the  beach  with  such 
force,  that  the  huge  hull  shivered  into  a  thousand  fragments !  The  awful 
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was  next  to  hopeless.  The  crew  set  all  sail,  in  hopes  of 
weathering  the  point,  but  their  efforts  were  fruitless ;  she 
struck  about  six  o'clock,  and  within  five  minutes  was  a 
complete  wreck. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  light-house,  the  wrecks  on 
this  coast  have  been  but  few,  and  these  not  attended 
with  loss  of  life.  The  case  of  H.M.  Steam-sloop 
Sphynx,  is  the  most  remarkable.  Returning  from  Africa, 
she  neared  the  coast  during  a  thick  fog  about  six  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  Jan.  16,  1847 :  and  was  driven  over 
the  ledge  (off  Brooke),  and  firmly  fixed  in  the  clay 
beds  within.  The  discharges  of  her  guns  aroused  the 
inhabitants  for  miles  around ;  but  the  ebbing  tide 
enabled  her  passengers  and  crew  (no  fewer  than  300) 
to  reach  land,  although  a  boat,  sent  to  her  from  a  war- 
steamer,  capsized  with  the  loss  of  seven  men.  For  nearly 
two  months  all  efforts  to  extricate  the  Sphynx  were 
unavailing,  and  it  was  only  after  her  masts,  guns,  stores 
and  machinery  had  been  removed,  and  her  hull  buoyed 
up  by  casks  and  lighters,  that  she  was  brought  off. 

From  Brixton  to  MOTTISTONE,  two  miles.  This  vil- 
lage is  very  pleasantly  situated,  both  as  regards  its  marine 
and  inland  prospects.  On  the  down  that  overlooks  it, 
is  a  relic  of  very  early  times,  called  Long-stone,  being  a 
rude  mass  of  the  hardest  stone  of  the  country,  twelve 
feet  high,  placed  on  end  by  art,  and  entirely  of  the  cha- 
racter of  those  unwrought  remains  which  antiquaries  in 
general  have  agreed  to  consider  as  Druidical.  Near  it 
lies  a  similar  but  smaller  mass,  in  a  horizontal  position, 
Jind  partly  buried  in  the  earth.  From  the  apparent  dis- 
connexion of  these  stones  with  any  greater  number  of 
the  same  kind,  we  are  not  disposed  to  view  them  as 
having  been  placed  here  for  any  ecclesiastical  purpose ; 
more  especially  as  Mottistone,  which  seems  to  have  been 
taken  from  the  larger  fragment,  approaches  very  nearly 

suddenness  of  the  catastrophe  prevented  relief,  although  the  ship  was 
scarcely  twice  her  own  length  from  the  cliff ;  and  all  perished  except  the 
mate  and  two  seamen,  who  were  saved  by  the  courage  of  some  country- 
men, who  had  hastened  to  the  spot  as  soon  as  dawn  disclosed  the  impend- 
ing fate  of  the  vessel.  For  hours  afterwards  the  naked  and  mangled  bodies 
of  the  unfortunate  sufferers,  with  the  remains  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  were 
tossed  about  by  the  boiling  waves,  or  strewed  on  the  beach.  Six  of  the 
passengers  (an  officer  named  Shore,  his  wife  and  daughters),  were  buried 
in  Newport  church-yard,  where  a  monument  has  since  been  erected  to 
their  memory.  Most  of  the  others  were  interred  at  Chale. 
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to  a  compound  Saxon  word,  which,  in  modern  English, 
would  signify  the  stone  at  which  the  folk-motes,  or  meet- 
ings of  the  people,  were  frequently  held  in  old  times. 
The  Long-stone  might  have  been  of  unknown  antiquity, 
and  held  in  veneration  for  that  reason,  even  at  the  pe- 
riod when  custom  prescribed  the  holding  of  such  meet- 
ings at  it :  the  practice  of  rearing  such  rude  monuments 
having  been  among  the  primeval  habits  of  man,  and  one 
that  may  be  traced  to  ages  anterior  to  that  of  the 
Hebrew  patriarchs.  Furrowed  by  the  elements  and 
tinted  by  the  varying  dyes  which  untold  centuries  have 
impressed  upon  it,  this  stone  forcibly  "  recalls  to  memory 
those  times  to  which  neither  our  calculation  nor  our 
history  can  ever  attain." 

Mottistone  Church  consists  of  a  body,  tower,  chancel, 
and  aisle ;  of  which  the  two  former  appear  the  oldest 
portions,  and  were  probably  erected  before  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV.,  in  whose  time  the  aisle  was  perhaps  built 
as  a  chancel.  This  supposition  is  derived  from  the  form 
of  the  pointed  window  at  the  east  end  of  that  aisle,  as 
well  as  from  the  carved  rose  that  decorates  one  of  the 
terminations  of  its  label.  The  present  chancel  seems  to 
have  been  added  about  the  time  of  Henry  VIIL ;  the 
window  at  its  east  end  being  square-headed,  as  are  all 
whe  other  windows  in  the  building,  with  the  exception  of 
one,  which  is  very  obtusely  pointed.  The  arches  in  the 
body  are  tolerably  high-pointed,  and  supported  by  po- 
lygonal columns  :  those  between  the  chancel  and  aisle 
are  obtuse,  the  columns  clustered  and  fluted,  and  were 
probably  substituted  at  the  erection  of  this  part  of  the 
structure,  for  the  original  south  wall  of  the  aisle,  or  first 
chancel. 

The  manor-house,  near  the  church,  was  the  birth-place, 
in  1514,  of  Sir  John  Cheke,  celebrated  for  his  attainments 
as  a  linguist,  and  more  especially  for  his  skill  in  the 
Greek  tongue.  When  not  more  than  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  he  was  chosen  first  Greek  professor  at  Cambridge, 
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iu  a  foundation  then  recently  instituted  by  Henry  VIII, ; 
and  at  forty  was  appointed  preceptor  to  Prince  Edward, 
afterwards  Edward  VI.  That  young  monarch,  from  a 
high  sense  of  his  merit,  conferred  on  him  the  distinction 
of  knight  wood,  and  soon  afterwards  made  him  chamber- 
lain of  the  exchequer,  and  admitted  him  to  his  privy 
council.  But  with  the  life  of  Edward  ended  all  the 
happy  days  of  Sir  John;  for,  having  taken  part  with 
Lady  Jane  Grey,  and  become  her  secretary,  he  was  ar- 
raigned and  condemned  for  high  treason.  He  obtained 
a  remission  of  the  sentence,  indeed,  from  Queen  Mary  ; 
but,  after  residing  some  time  abroad,  was  again  forcibly 
conducted  to  England,  and  involved  in  new  troubles,  on 
the  ground  of  his  protestantism.  Confined  in  the  Tower, 
he  was  told  plainly  that  he  must  either  "turn,  or  burn;" 
an  alternative,  under  which,  alas  !  his  mind  was  without 
sufficient  strength  to  support  him.  He  made  at  first  an 
equivocatory,  and  finally  an  open  and  public  recantation ; 
did  penance  for  his  "  heresy  •"  and  hoped,  unhappy  man  t 
to  be  at  peace.  But  sname  and  mortification  brought 
him  to  a  premature  end ;  for  he  lived  but  little  more 
than  a  year  of  mental  bondage  and  misery,  in  lieu  of 
acquiring  the  glory  of  martyrdom  a  twelvemonth  before. 

We  leave  Mottistone  with  the  remark,  that  its  rocks 
are  among  the  number  of  the  dangers  of  this  iron-bound 
coast,  and  proved  the  destruction  of  the  Carn-Brea 
Castle  East  Indiaman,  in  the  month  of  July,  1829.  The 
fated  vessel  had  quitted  Spithead  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  by  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day 
was  a  wreck  opposite  this  village.  Providentially,  how- 
ever, the  crew  and  passengers  were  all  saved. 

Brooke,  formerly  only  a  chapelry  to  Freshwater,  now 
claims  the  honours  of  a  separate  parish.  The  village 
stands  in  a  sheltered  and  retired  situation,  and  yields  a 
delightful  view  from  the  site  of  its  Church.  The  only 
dwelling  of  importance  is  Brooke  House,  the  residence  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor. 
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'There  are  two  ways  of  proceeding  to  Freshwater  Gate 
from  this  village :  one  by  a  footpath,  not  always  visible, 
aiong  the  summits  of  the  cliffs ;  the  other,  the  carriage- 
road,  which  leads  over  Shalcombe,  Compton,  and  Afton 
Downs.  For  once  the  carriage  way  is  that  to  be  pre- 
ferred, as  the  footpath  affords  little  to  interest,  if  we  ex- 
cept several  small  chines,  and  an  uninterrupted  view  of 
the  grand  marine  element.  One  of  the  chines  had  re- 
ceived a  very  recent  enlargement  from  a  landslip  at  the 
period  of  our  visit.  The  effects  were  seen  in  a  chasm 
encroaching  upon  our  very  track ;  and  we  saw  various 
instances  besides  of  founders  of  the  cliffs,  these  having 
been  unusually  numerous  during  the  late  winter.  Some 
undercliffs  in  miniature  were  also  very  apparent. 

The  road  over  the  downs  presents  a  succession  of  pros- 
pects that  are  truly  magnificent.  From  Afton  Down,  es- 
pecially, whose  extreme  height  is  five  hundred  feet  above 
the  sea,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  island  can  be  dis- 
tinctly made  out.  In  front  are  the  towering  cliffs  of 
Freshwater;*  and,  beyond  them,  those  of  the  Isle  of 
Purbeck,  and  even  the  distant  coast  of  Portland.  To  the 
right  stretches  the  valley  of  the  Yar,  with  that  little  river 
•winding  in  the  midst  to  where  it  breaks  into  the  Solent 
at  Yarmouth.  Behind,  we  trace  not  only  the  general 
inland  view,  but  the  dark  romantic  features  of  Black-gang 
Chine;  while,  to  the  left,  we  have  the  ever  glorious  ocean. 
On  one  occasion,  indeed,  we  lost  the  greater  part  of  this 
noble  prospect,  through  a  mist  which  was  driving  up 
from  the  sea;  but  were  amply  compensated  by  the  at- 
tendant circumstances.  The  mist  filled  the  valley  before 
us  to  a  considerable  extent ;  but,  beyond  its  boundary, 
the  village  and  church  of  Freshwater,  with  the  whole 
tract  from  thence  to  the  Solent,  lay  burnished,  as  it  were, 
by  the  morning  sun-light.  The  ocean  was  hidden  from 
the  view,  though  its  waves  were  still  heard  breaking  upon 
the  not  distant  beach.  The  dense  vapour  also  concealed 
a  great  part  of  the  lofty  eminence  and  cliffs  fronting  us 

*  A  tablet  in  memory  of  a  youth  who  slipped  from  these  heights,  warns 
of  their  danger. 
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on  the  farther  side  of  the  valley;  but  could  not  prevent 
a  beautiful  sight  at  an  elevation  it  was  unable  to  reach. 
For  there,  entirely  insulated  by  clouds  from  the  world 
below,  rose  the  High-Down  Cliffs,  as  they  are  called,  the 
loftiest  of  the  Freshwater  range,  the  sun  shining  with 
the  most  vivid  brightness  on  their  chalky  faces,  as  well 
as  on  a  stretch  of  their  green  summits  marked  by  the 
beacon,  which,  with  the  point  it  stood  on,  and  the 
Needles  Point  beyond  it,  seemed  to  belong  not  at  all  to 
earth,  but  to  some  more  glorious  sphere.  To  add  to  the 
effect,  a  long  line  of  clouds  from  the  south-west  broke 
against  the  face  of  the  farthest  cliff,  which  forced  them, 
by  the  obstruction  thus  presented,  to  curl  high  in  a  re- 
splendent wreath  over  its  top.  We  had  read  descriptions 
of  somewhat  similar  scenes  in  the  pages  of  the  poet  and 
romance-writer ;  but,  we  confess,  with  all  our  anticipa- 
tions of  beauty  and  grandeur  as  connected  with  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  we  were  equally  startled  and  delighted  with 
his  scene  at  the  place  and  time  mentioned. 

Descending  the  western  slope  of  Afton  Down,  we  reach 
Freshwater  Gate,  literally  the  gate,  or  entrance  from  the 
sea,  between  the  downs,  to  the  village  of  Freshwater, 
which  stands  a  little  inland.  This  village  is  scarce  worth 
the  traveller's  attention,  affording  nothing  of  greater  in- 
terest than  its  Church,  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and  at- 
tached to  the  richest  benefice  in  the  island,  in  the  gift 
of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge.  An  incumbent  in  the 
early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  was  father  to  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Robert  Hooke,  who  was  born  here  in  the 
year  1635,  and  who  died  in  London,  aged  nearly  eighty- 
seven,  though,  during  the  early  part  of  his  life,  he  was 
so  weakly  as  not  to  be  expected  to  reach  manhood.  His 
strong  mechanical  genius,  and  his  eminence  in  natural 
philosophy,  procured  him  high  reputation ;  and  he  natu- 
rally became  a  leading  member  of  the  Royal  Society, 
when  that  learned  body  was  founded.  For  some  little 
time  prior  to  his  death,  he  is  said  to  have  ^fained  his 
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seat  at  a  table,  wholly  engrossed  by  his  literary  pursuits, 
which  he  would  not  interrupt  by  the  process  of  undressing 
and  going  to  bed. 

The  source  of  the  river  Yar  is  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
sea  at  the  Gate ;  and  the  near  contiguity  of  a  fresh  spring 
to  the  mighty  body  of  saline  waters,  was  perhaps  the  cir- 
cumstance that  gave  name  to  the  parish  within  which 
that  river  takes  its  rise.  The  ocean,  in  rough  weather, 
very  frequently  rolls  over  the  intervening  bank,  and 
mingles  its  rude  waves  with  the  scarcely  perceptible 
flow  of  the  little  stream.  Formerly  the  salt  and  fresh 
waters  approached  even  more  closely ;  and  it  has  been 
observed  that  "  a  few  men  might  then,  by  excavation, 
have  formed  another  island  •"  which  once  accomplished, 
"  who  could  have  re-united  the  separated  lands,  when  the 
sea  had  made  a  breach  ?"  There  is  a  small  assemblage 
of  cottages,  and  two  neat  and  convenient  hotels,  one, 
the  "  Albion,"  on  the  beach,  the  other  Plumley's  on 
the  cliff. 

Among  those  objects,  the  Bay  of  Freshwater  is  not 
the  least  pleasing  ;  nor  is  it  the  smallest  recommenda- 
tion of  its  shores,  that  they  present  every  requisite  fa- 
cility, and  the  purest  water,  for  sea-bath:ng.  Pursuing 
its  margin,  in  a  boat,  eastwardly,  we  may  inspect  the 
famous  Arched  Rock,  which,  together  with  a  neighbour- 
ing insulated  mass,  has  been  long  parted  from  the  cliff 
to  which  both  were  originally  attached,  but  which  is  now 
about  six  hundred  feet  distant.  The  Arched  Rock  is  a 
natural  curiosity  that  deserves  attention ;  its  perforation 
having  been  effected  entirely  by  the  action  of  the  same 
resistless  element,  to  which  the  separation  of  the  rock 
itself  from  the  parent  cliff  is  to  be  attributed.  The 
Afton  Down  caverns  are  next  visited ;  and  then  Compton 
Bay,  with  its  delightful  walk  on  the  bands  as  far  a., 
Brooke  Point.  During  the  whole  of  this  excursion  the 
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cliffs  are  seen  in  perspective  as  far  as  St.  Catherine's 
Hill,  which  nobly  terminates  the  view. 

Taking  a  westward  direction  from  the  Gate,  the  tourist 
may  choose  between  land  and  water  in  proceeding  to  the 
Needles  Point,  By  the  first  mentioned  approach  he  will 
enjoy  views  of  sublime  extent,  as  he  pursues  his  way  over 
the  High  Down  (whereon  is  the  beacon  before  spoken  of) 
and  its  continuation  called  Needles  Down,  near  whose  ex- 
tremity is  placed  the  well-known  Light-House.  Arriving 
at  the  Point,  which  is  the  western  termination  of  Fresh- 
water Cliffs,  and  of  the  island,  the  prospect,  in  clear  wea- 
ther, will  absolutely  astonish  by  its  boldness  and  grandeur. 
The  Light-house  itself  merits  observation.  It  has  ten  ar- 
gand  lamps,  and  the  same  number  of  plated  reflectors ; 
the  united  effulgence  from  which  is  extremely  brilliant. 
In  this  building  reside  the  widow,  and  seven  children,  of 
the  late  light-house-keeper,  Thomas  Colereine,  who,  in 
November  1832,  fell,  as  reported,  from  the  High  Down 
cliffs  into  the  sea ;  but  the  shrugs  and  whispers  of  the 
fishermen  and  others  upon  this  coast  point  to  a  darker 
catastrophe,  the  cause  of  which  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  hatred  borne  by  some  unknown  individuals  against 
the  unfortunate  man,  on  account  of  his  zeal  in  repressing 
the  too  common  smuggling  propensities  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. However  this  may  have  been,  it  is  certain,  that 
the  body  of  the  deceased  was  found  in  the  sea,  immedi- 
ately under  the  beacon,  as  free  from  contusions  of  every 
kind  as  if  he  had  indeed  been  hurled  to  such  a  distance 
from  the  face  of  the  cliff,  as  to  encounter  none  of  its 
projections  in  his  fall.  He  had  walked  on  the  preceding 
evening  to  Freshwater ;  where,  on  account  of  the  rough- 
ness of  the  night,  he  remained  till  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  he  set  out  on  his  return  :  but  that  morn- 
ing was  dark,  and  foggy,  and — he  returned  not !  Really, 
if  smuggling  be  the  precursor  of  crimes  such  as  are  thus 
hinted  at,  it  assumes  an  aspect  at  which  every  moral  feel- 
ing must  shudder.  The  situation  of  a  family  upon  this 
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exposed  promontory,  during  the  boisterous  gales  that 
prevail  perhaps  throughout  two-thirds  of  the  whole  year, 
is  cheerless  enough,  without  the  prospect  of  dangers  to 
be  incurred  by  treading  in  the  path  of  duty.  The  vio- 
lence of  the  wind  here  at  times,  can  be  estimated  by  none 
who  have  not  witnessed  its  effects. :  the  greensward  that 
covers  the  point  is  constantly  strewn  with  fragments  of 
the  cliff  blown  upon  it ;  and,  for  days  together,  the  in- 
mates of  the  light-house  are  rendered  its  prisoners,  it  being 
perilous  to  leave  the  shelter  afforded  by  its  walls,  the 
strength  of  which,  itmay  be  imagined,is  far  from  common. 

The  water  excursion  from  Freshwater  Gate  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  promontory,  remains  to  be  described. 
Boats,  for  either  this  or  the  eastward  trip,  can  be  readily 
obtained  at  the  Gate.  The  westward  voyage  is  the  most 
interesting ;  as,  in  addition  to  the  stupendous  height  of 
the  cliffs,  there  are  no  less  than  eleven  Caves,  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  curious,  into  most  of  which  a  boat,  or  the 
party  it  contains,  can  enter  when  the  weather  and  state 
of  the  tide  are  propitious.  These  caves,  and  the  more 
remarkable  rock  features  of  the  coast,  all  of  which  are 
pointed  out  by  the  boatmen,  occur  in  the  following  order. 

Freshwater  Cave,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  depth, 
and  the  rude  arch  about  thirty  feet  wide,  and  the  same 
high.  The  sea  view  from  the  interior  has  a  very  fine  effect. 

The  two  Bays  of  Watcombe,  and  the  Rock  bearing  the 
same  name,  all  of  which  are  delineated  in  our  engravings. 

The  four  Caves  of  Watcombe. 

Neptune's  Caves:  the  larger  of  which  is  two  hundred 
feet  deep ;  and  the  smaller,  ninety  feet.  A  pistol  is 
sometimes  fired  in  the  first-mentioned,  to  shew  the  loud- 
ness  of  the  echo,  which  in  truth  is  perfectly  astounding, 

Bar  Cave,  ninety  feet  deep. 

The  High  Down  Cliffs,  six  hundred  and  seventeen  feet 
high.  This  is  the  greatest  elevation  of  the  sublime  cliffs, 
that  stretch,  with  greater  or  less  degrees  of  altitude,  from 
the  Gate  to  the  Needles,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  To 
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form  a  just  conception  of  their  height  and  magnitude, 
the  boat  should  put  out  to  sea  for  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile.  Steep  as  are  their  sides,  sheep-walks  are  observed 
partly  to  descend  them ;  and  samphire  relieves  their 
dazzling  -whiteness  with  its  green  patches. 

Frenchman's  Hole,  ninety  feet  deep:  so  named, the  story 
says,  from  an  escaped  prisoner  of  that  nation,  who  here 
uselessly  concealed  himself  until  starvation  consigned 
him  to  a  narrower  and  more  lasting  place  of  confinement. 

Lord  Holmes's  Parlour,  and  Kitchen.* 

Roe's  Hail,  six  hundred  feet  high :  and  the  Wedge 
Rock. 

Old  Pepper  Rock. 

The  Main  Bench,  a  wide  stretch  of  the  cliff,  in  altitude 
nearly  equaling  the  High  Down  Cliffs.  This  is  the 
grand  resort,  and  nesting-place,  of  the  numerous  marine 
birds  that  frequent  these  rocks,  distinguished  by  the  name 
of  Choughs,  Puffins,  Willocks,  Razor-bills,  Cormorants, 
&c,  They  are  all  migratory,  and  seen  here  only  during 
the  summer  months,  when  the  glowing  faces  of  the  cliffs, 
enjoying  a  constant  exposure  to  the  south,  supply  the 
fittest  of  nurseries  for  their  young.  Their  eggs  and  fea- 
thers are  the  plunder  of  the  country  people,  who  resort 
to  a  well-known  but  daring  feat  of  enterprise  in  order  to 
obtain  them.  First  driving  a  strong  stake,  or  iron  bar 
into  the  top  of  the  cliff,  near  its  edge,  the  adventurer  se- 
cures one  end  of  a  rope  to  it,  and  the  other  to  a  piece  of 
wood  placed  cross-wise,  so  as  to  resemble  a  rude  seat. 
By  means  of  this  simple  apparatus  he  descends  the  front 
of  the  precipice,  hallooing  on  his  way  to  scare  the  birds 
from  their  holes  in  the  rocks,  when  the  eggs  are  his  chief 
object ;  but  when  the  feathers  are  his  principal  concern, 
he  silently  secures  his  prey  as  they  sit  within  their  nests, 
or  seizes  them  in  the  act  of  flying  from  their  lurking- 
places.  In  the  latter  case,  the  plumage  is  his  only  prize ; 
for  the  flesh  of  these  birds  is  too  rank  for  human  food, 
though  it  is  used  as  a  bait  by  the  fishermen.  The  effect 

*  It  is  said  that  his  Lordship  used  to  indulge  himself  with  a  repast  here 
occasionally  :  hence  the  name. 
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of  firing  a  gun  from  the  boat,  when  beneath  these  cliffs, 
is  astonishing:  myriads  of  wings  are  instantaneously  in 
motion,  and  the  air  is  literally  darkened  by  their  flight. 

Preston's  Bower. 

The  Needles  Rocks,  five  in  number,  but  of  which  three 
only  are  generally  conspicuous,  These  are  of  great  size 
and  altitude,  and  have  an  imposing  aspect  when  viewed 
from  the  water,  though  they  look  diminutive  in  compa- 
rison from  the  cliffs  above.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
they  formed  the  original  point,  and  that  the  fury  of  the 
elements  has  insulated  them,  and  reduced  them  to  their 
present  forms  and  sizes.  Neither  of  them  now  bears 
the  slightest  resemblance  to  the  implement  of  house- 
wifery from  which  they  are  named ;  the  original  needle, 
or  spiral  rock  so  called,  which  was  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  high,  having  been  undermined  by  the  waves 
in  1764,  when  it  consequently  fell,  with  a  concussion 
that  was  felt  at  the  distance  of  many  miles, 

The  Needles  Cave,  three  hundred  feet  deep. 

ScratchelVs  Cay,  the  features  of  which  are  peculiarly 
grand  on  turning  the  noble  jut  of  the  rocks  into  it.  The 
point  is  now  rounded ;  and  there  are  few  seasons  of  the 
year  at  which  a  considerable  diminution  of  temperature 
will  not  be  experienced  in  consequence.  This  of  course 
arises  from  the  northern  exposure  of  the  bay,  as  com- 
pared with  the  southern  aspect  of  the  cliffs  whose  warm 
reflection  we  have  just  quitted.  Parties  here  usually 
land,  and  stand  within  a  vast  arched  hollow  of  the  cliff, 
the  height  of  which  is  said  to  be  two  hundred  feet ;  and 
yet  this  spacious  semicircle  seems  to  extend  little  more 
than  one-third  of  the  way  up  the  cliff,  when  observed 
from  the  boat  after  it  has  again  put  out  into  the  bay. 
The  indentation  of  the  coast  continues  for  some  distance, 
and  forms,  towards  its  northern  extremity,  what  is  called 
Alum  Bay,  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  alum  found 
along  its  shores.  The  pearly  hue  and  magical  repose  of 
the  towering  heights  we  are  leaving,  strongly  contrast^ 
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as  was  remarked  by  Sir  H.  Englefield,  with  "the  torn 
forms  and  vivid  colouring  of  the  clay  cliffs  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  These  offer  a  series  of  points  of  a  sort  of  scol* 
loped  form,  and  which  are  often  quite  sharp  and  spiry. 
Deep  rugged  chasms  divide  the  strata  in  many  places, 
and  not  a  vestige  of  vegetation  appears  in  any  part :  all 
is  wild  ruin.  The  tints  of  these  cliffs  are  so  bright,  and 
so  varied,  that  they  have  not  the  appearance  of  anything 
natural.  Deep  purplish  red,  dusky  blue,  bright  ochreous 
yellow,  gray  nearly  approaching  to  white,  and  absolute 
black,  succeed  each  other,  as  sharply  defined  as  the  stripes 
in  silk ;  and  after  rain,  the  sun,  which  from  about  noon 
till  its  setting,  in  summer,  illuminates  them  more  and 
more,  gives  a  brilliancy  to  some  of  these,  nearly  as  re- 
splendent as  the  high  lights  on  real  silk."  Various  or- 
naments for  the  mantel-piece  are  made  of  these  coloured 
sands ;  which  are  also  ingeniously  arranged,  so  as  to 
compose  different  figures  in  phials  or  bottles.  They  are 
sold  in  the  Light-house,  and  at  the  fancy  shops  nearly 
throughout  the  island.  The  white  sand  is  a  considera- 
ble article  of  commerce,  being  much  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  glass  and  china. 

There  is  a  chine  worn  by  a  stream  in  the  variegated 
cliff,  by  which,  with  no  great  difficulty,  an  ascent  may 
be  gained  to  the  Needles  Down.  Should  the  traveller 
visit  the  Light-House  from  the  top  of  the  chine,  we  ad- 
vise him  not  to  take  the  most  direct  route,  which  in 
places  approaches  the  perpendicular  much  more  nearly 
in  fact  than  in  appearance,  and  a  slip  on  the  smooth  sod 
might  be  attended  with  fatal  consequences,  for  the  mo- 
mentum of  descent  once  given  to  the  body,  is  deprived 
of  power  to  arrest  its  progress,  and  must  be  infallibly 
conducted  to  the  edge  of  the  chalk  cliff,  and  thence,  by 
a  fall  of  at  least  four  hundred  feet,  to  the  beach  below  ! 
A  rather  more  circuitous  path,  in  an  inland  direction, 
will  prevent  the  possibility  of  incurring  this  danger. 

The  Needles  Hotel,  contiguous  to  Alum  Bay,  offers  a 
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delightful  place  of  sojourn  at  the  close  of  this  excursion. 
From  hence  the  tourist  may  proceed  to  the  north  side  of 
the  bay,  and  the  eminence  called  Headon  Hill,  the  height 
of  which  is  about  four  hundred  feet.  This  hill  is  pecu- 
liarly interesting  to  the  geologist,  from  the  facilities  af- 
forded by  its  lofty  vertical  cliffs  for  the  examination  of 
its  strata.  The  white  sand  before  mentioned  is  the  low- 
est stratum.  It  exceeds  thirty  feet  in  thickness ;  and 
may  be  traced  round  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  the  north 
side  to  Totland  and  Colwell  Bays,  of  which  it  forms  the 
bottom,  dipping  gradually  to  the  north.  The  clays  of 
Alum  Bay  also  appeared  so  promising  to  the  late  Mr. 
Wedgwood,  that  he  was  induced  to  open  pits,  in  the  hope 
of  finding  them  convertible  into  porcelain ;  but  upon 
trial,  they  were  found  not  to  burn  sufficiently  white  for 
the  purposes  of  his  elegant  manufacture.  Excellent  boats, 
with  men  acquainted  with  the  localities,  are  provided 
by  the  proprietor  of  the  Hotel,  for  the  accommodation 
of  visitors. 

The  entrance  to  the  Solent  Channel  through  the 
Needles  has  long  been  considered  dangerous;  but  recent 
surveys  have  proved  that  there  is  at  all  times  sufficient 
depth  and  width  for  the  largest  ships  of  war.  The 
Pomona,  a  50-gun  frigate,  was  wrecked  on  the  most 
western  of  these  rocks,  June  11,  1811,  when  returning 
home  after  an  absence  of  four  years,  but  the  crew  and 
passengers,  including  the  Persian  Princes,  were  saved. 


CHAPTER  VI. 
FROM  ALUM  BAY  TO  YARMOUTH. 

THE  road  from  the  Needles  Hotel,  in  the  direction  we 
are  now  taking,  presents  nothing  more  remarkable,  be- 
tween that  house  and  the  village  of  Freshwater,  than  the 
view  to  the  left  over  Totland  and  Colwell  Bays,  with 
Hurst  Castle  conspicuously  jutting  out  from  the  opposite 
coast  of  Hampshire.  Colwell  is  a  small  village,  with  a 
pretty  green  opening  to  the  sea :  it  was  distinguished 
by  barracks  during  the  late  war,  and  then  also  boasted 
its  inn. 

To  the  right,  observe  Farringford  Hill,  the  property 
of  John  Hamborough,  esq.  of  Steephill.* 

FRESHWATER,  as  before  noticed,  is  an  inconsiderable 
village,  containing  nothing  more  interesting  than  its 
Church,  which  consists  of  a  tower,  body,  side  aisles,  and 
chancel.  Nearly  all  the  openings  in  the  walls  are  either 
quite  modern,  or  not  older  than  the  period  of  the  square 
head  and  label :  the  oldest  window  is  at  the  east  end  of 
the  north  aisle.  The  upper  part  of  the  tower  has  been 
renovated,  and  heightened,  subsequently  to  the  original 
building :  its  west  front  contains  a  singular  very  high- 
pointed  blank  arch,  pierced  by  a  small  door  and  window. 
Within  is  an  ancient  and  nameless  tomb,  bearing  the 
effigy  of  a  man  in  armour  on  a  brass  plate.  On  being 
opened,  several  years  ago,  a  skeleton  was  discovered,  with 
the  skull  lying  betwixt  the  legs ;  whence  it  was  conjec- 
tured that  this  was  the  long  resting-place  of  some  person 
of  consequence  who  had  been  decapitated. 

*  Now  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  G.  Seymour. 
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There  is  a  bridge  over  the  river  Yar  close  to  the 
church,  and  the  road  thence  leads  to  Yarmouth ;  but 
the  shorter  and  more  pleasant  way  is  that  which  con- 
ducts through  the  sweetly  retired  village  of  Norton. 
Here  the  dwellings  stand  completely  embowered  in  their 
gardens,  whose  beauties  are  relieved  and  heightened  by 
an  occasional  intermixture  with  forest  trees.  In  the 
neighbourhood  are  some  lovely  seats,  belonging  to  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  Admiral  Sir  G.  Hammond,  Captain  Crozier, 
and  Mrs.  Hickerson. 

"We  pass  to  the  opposite  point  of  the  mouth  of  the  Yar 
by  a  ferry-boat,  and  thus  reach  the  most  important  town 
in  this  quarter  of  the  island,  styled  YARMOUTH.  From 
its  ancient  charters,  in  which  it  is  called  Eremuth,  it  is 
plain  that  the  name  of  the  river  on  which  it  stands  has 
been  changed  from  Ere  to  the  present  somewhat  more 
euphonious  appellation.  Changes  of  greater  importance 
have  also  taken  place ;  as  is  evident  from  the  yet  per- 
ceptible traces  of  various  streets,  on  which  no  habitation 
is  now  standing.  But  part  of  this  apparent  decay  may 
arise  from  the  circumstance,  that  the  place  was  destroyed 
by  the  French  in  1877,  when  Newtown  was  also  devas- 
tated ;  as  it  is  possible  that,  at  the  rebuilding,  many  en- 
tirely new  situations  were  chosen,  in  lieu  of  restoring 
the  houses  upon  their  former  sites.  According  to  the 
last  census,  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
parish  is  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven.  The  business  of 
Yarmouth  is  chiefly  derived  from  the  anchorage  for  ship- 
ping afforded  by  its  excellent  roadstead,  and  from  its 
steam-boat  communication  with  Lymington  on  the  op- 
posite shore.  The  mail-boat  leaves  Lymington  for  Yar- 
mouth, at  nine  o'clock  every  morning;  and  Yarmouth 
for  Lymington,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon :  the 
fare,  one  shilling  each  person.  There  is,  besides,  a  steam- 
packet  which  plies  daily  between  Yarmouth  and  Lym- 
ington, and  which,  during  the  summer  months,  extends 
the  excursion,  on  Mondays,  "Wednesdays,  and  Fridays, 
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to  Cowes,  and  Portsmouth.  Excellent  sailing-boats  may 
also  be  obtained  here,  either  for  the  passage  to  Lyming- 
ton,  or  for  viewing  the  coast  scenery  from  this  place  to 
Freshwater  Gate.  The  last-mentioned  trip,  when  the 
weather  is  fvourable,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
delightful  that  the  tourist  can  well  take.  We  may  here 
notice  that  the  River  is  navigable  up  to  Freshwater 
Mills,  and  is  a  beautiful  object,  viewed  from  the  Solent, 
at  high  water. 

Yarmouth  was  one  of  the  three  towns  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  which  returned  two  members  each  to  the  impe- 
rial parliament  until  the  passing  of  the  reform  act  in  1832. 
The  elective  franchise  lay  in  the  mayor  and  corporation, 
whose  greatest  number  of  votes,  during  the  thirty  years 
preceding  their  loss  of  the  privilege,  was  nine.  Mem- 
bers were  first  sent  to  parliament  from  this  place,  in  1304, 
or  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First : 
and  Yarmouth  took  precedence  of  every  other  town  on 
the  island  in  attaining  to  that  honour.  Its  regular  re- 
presentation did  not  begin  to  take  place,  however,  until 
the  27th  of  Elizabeth,  or  the  year  1584. 

The  Corporation  consists  of  a  mayor  and  twelve  bur- 
gesses. The  first  charter  was  granted  in  1135,  the  36th 
of  Henry  the  First,  by  Earl  Baldwin,  lord  of  the  island. 
It  was  again  incorporated  by  James  I.  in  the  year  1 608. 
Agreeably  to  the  last-mentioned  charter,  the  mayor  is 
chosen,  upon  every  vacancy,  by  the  burgesses  in  their 
Town-Hall,  where  they  fast  until  nine  out  of  the  twelve 
have  agreed  who  shall  be  the  object  of  their  choice, 
Another  relic  of  old  times  attaching  to  Yarmouth,  is  one 
of  those  ancient  courts  called  courts  of  pie-poudre. 

The  Town-Hall,  just  alluded  to,  forms  the  upper  part 
of  a  convenient  but  unpretending  brick  building,  the 
lower  portion  of  which  is  designated  the  Market-House. 
The  market  is  held  on  Wednesdays.  An  annual  fair,  of 
three  days'  duration,  forms  a  further  distinction  of  this 
antique  town. 
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The  Castle,  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  is  one 
of  the  numerous  forts,,  frequently  called  block-houses, 
erected  by  Henry  VIII.  It  occupies  the  site  of  a 
church,  which  had  just  before  been  destroyed  by  the 
French;  and  the  dissolution  of  religious  houses  afforded 
the  funds,  out  of  which  both  it,  and  many  of  its  brethren, 
were  erected.  The  eight  guns  of  this  little  fortress  pro- 
tect equally  the  approach  to  the  town,  and  the  course  of 
the  Solent  between  the  island  and  Hurst  Castle. 

The  only  other  edifice  of  importance  is  the  Churchj 
built  in  the  year  1543,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction 
of  that  more  ancient  church  just  spoken  of.  In  1831, 
this  structure  was  completely  repaired  by  the  liberality 
of  Daniel  Alexander,  esq.,  a  resident  in  the  town,  who 
also  raised  the  tower  to  its  present  height,  and  erected 
a  gallery  in  the  interior  at  the  west  end.  A  small  chapel 
near  the  chancel  contains  a  well-executed  statue,  in 
marble,  of  Sir  Robert  Holmes,  governor  of  the  island, 
who  died  in  1692.  A  verbose  and  laboured  Latin  in- 
scription records  the  merits  and  the  deeds  (else  long 
since  forgotten)  of  this  "  Robertus  Holmes,  Miles." 

Other  places  of  worship  in  Yarmouth  are  a  Methodists' 
chapel,  and  one  belonging  to  a  congregation  of  Baptists. 
Neither  of  these  buildings  possess  any  architectural  fea- 
tures deserving  remark;  though,  internally,  they  are 
both  neat  and  commodious. 

Of  Inns  there  are  three :  the  principal  of  which,  the 
George,  is  a  large  old  house,  erected  by  Admiral  Sir 
Richard  Holmes,  when  governor  of  the  island.  Charles 
II.  was  here  entertained  by  the  Admiral  in  1671,  on 
occasion  of  that  monarch's  visit  to  the  Wight.  This 
house  occupies  a  very  eligible  situation  near  the  quay. 
The  Bugle,  though  in  point  of  consequence  only  a  second- 
rate  establishment,  will  also  provide  the  traveller  with 
every  suitable  accommodation. 

All  circumstances  considered,  it  may  perhaps  excite 
some  surprise  that  Yarmouth  has  never  risen  into  im- 
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portance  as  a  watering-place.  For,  though  the  town 
contains  in  itself  nothing  particularly  calculated  to 
recommend  it,  that  is  not  less  true  of  several  fashionable 
watering-places,  whose  vicinities  are  certainly  inferior, 
both  in  rural  beauty  and  coast  scenery,  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this  town.  Still,  the  fact  is,  that  Yarmouth 
is  passed  through,  rather  than  sojourned  at,  by  the  great 
majority  of  its  visitors :  and  while  that  continues  to  be 
the  case,  it  is  of  course  unlikely  that  the  usual  appenda- 
ges of  a  watering-place  will  be  there  provided. 

The  distance  of  this  town  from  Newport,  the  capital 
of  the  island,  is  eleven  miles.  The  road  lies  through 
Thorley,  Calbourne,  and  Carisbrooke.  The  two  last- 
mentioned  places  have  passed  under  notice :  the  first, 
THORLEY,  is  a  village  of  no  note,  situate  in  a  wooded  vale. 
Its  Church,  said  to  have  been  built  by  Amicia,  Countess 
of  Devon,  has  a  most  barn-like  appearance,  being  of 
small  size,  and  without  the  usual  distinction  of  ecclesi- 
astical structures,  a  steeple.  A  somewhat  more  direct 
road  to  Newport,  and  that  generally  adopted,  is  the  one 
through  Shalfleet,  which  leaves  Thorley  on  the  right. 
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THE  VOYAGE   ROUND  THE  ISLAND. 


THIS  may  be  conveniently  performed  either  from  Cowea 
or  Ryde ;  and  by  steam-packet,  or  sailing-boat,  as  the 
visitor  may  prefer.  Of  course,  steam  offers  the  more 
regular  and  expeditious  mode  of  conveyance  :  yet  there 
are  some  adventurous  spirits  who  prefer  the  sail,  though 
the  wind,  to  be  propitious  throughout  the  excursion, 
must  necessarily  make  more  changes  than  are  ordinarily 
to  be  expected  even  from  that  capricious  element.  Du- 
ring the  summer  months,  a  steam-boat  leaves  Ryde  about 
twice  a  week  for  the  performance  of  this  voyage;  and 
generally  returns  in  eight  hours,  or  thereabouts.  The 
trip  is  less  statedly  undertaken  from  Cowes ;  where, 
when  it  is  about  to  take  place,  it  is  usual  to  announce 
the  fact  through  the  crier,  and  by  placards.  Cowes 
being  the  more  centrical  point,  however,  we  will  choose, 
in  the  following  description,  to  suppose  the  voyage  com- 
menced from  that  watering-place.  We  will  only  farther 
premise,  that  in  most  cases  we  shall  enumerate,  rather 
than  minutely  particularize,  the  objects  viewed  from  the 
vessel;  some  account  of  most  of  them  having  been  already 
given. 

Proceeding  eastward,  Old  Castle  Point  is  first  rounded 
as  we  leave  the  mouth  of  the  Medina ;  and  then  appears 
that  famous  "  modern-antique,"  Norris  Castle.  Osborne 
House  next  meets  the  view :  a  finely  wooded  coast  in- 
tervenes, and  we  pass  King's  Quay,  the  entrance  to  the 
Wootton  river,  and  perceive  Fern  Hill  and  "Wootton 
Church  in  the  distance,  Quarr  Wood  will  call  up  some 
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reminiscences  of  those  remains  of  the  ancient  abbey 
which  it  embosoms.  Binstead  Parsonage, — the  pictu- 
resque bathing-house  and  seat  of  John  Fleming,  esq.f 
— Ryde  House, — the  villas  of  Earl  Spencerfand  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham, — appear  in  succession ;  followed 
by  Ryde  itself,  with  its  pier,  terrace,  chapels,  cheerful 
white  dwellings,  &c.  Woods  now  enrich  the  shore,  with 
very  little  intermission,  until  we  reach  St  Helen's  ;  per- 
mitting but  a  partial  view  of  the  seats  called  Appley,  St. 
Clare,  Sea  Grove,  and  the  Priory.  Sea- View,  otherwise 
styled  Nettle-stone,  and  the  ci-devant  St.  Helen's  Church, 
now  a  sea-mark,  are  noted  prior  to  our  crossing  the 
mouth  of  Brading  Haven  ;  beyond  which  lies  the  fertile 
valley  that  extends  from  the  town  of  Brading  to  Ap- 
puldurcombe,  while  the  downs  of  Shanklin  and  Wroxall 
close  the  perspective.  Passing  a  perilous  reef  of  rocks, 
named  the  Bembridge  Ledge,  and  rounding  the  Fore- 
land Point,  Culver  Cliffs  appear  in  their  lofty  whiteness  ; 
and  are  succeeded  by  Sandown  Bay,  and  the  celebrated 
Chine  of  Shanklin.  Luccombe  Chine  comes  next ;  and 
then  the  bold  eminence  of  Dunnose  :  East  End  follows ; 
and  we  enter  what  is  called  the  Race  of  Bonchurch. 
All  the  beauties  of  the  Undercliff  are  now  in  prospect ; 
and  it  must  be  sufficient  to  recite  the  names  of  Ventnor, 
Steephill,  St.  Lawrence,  Old  Park,  Mirables,  the  Or- 
chard, Puckaster,  the  Sandrock  Hotel,  and  Rocken  End. 
The  towering  heights  of  St  Catherine's  come  next  into 
view,  with  the  gloomy  features  of  Black-gang  Chine. 
Chale  and  Brixton  Bays  are  then  traversed  ;  affording 
glimpses,  as  we  pass,  of  the  villages  of  Brixton,  Motti- 
stone,  and  Brooke.  Reaching  Freshwater  Bay,  we  are 
struck  with  the  majestic  altitude  of  the  line  of  cliffs 
stretching  before  us ;  but  we  have  so  lately  particularized 
all  the  features  of  this  part  of  the  coast,  including  the 
Needles  Rocks,  Scratchell's  Bay,  and  Alum  Bay,  thak 
further  notice  would  involve  an  unnecessary  recapitula^ 
tion,  Totland  and  Colwell  Bays,  and  the  point  beyond 

*  Now  of  Lord  Downes.  t  Now  of  Capt.  Beckford. 

t  Now  of  Sir  A.  Clifford,  Bart. 
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which  stands  the  lovely  hamlet  of  Norton,  are  passed  ere 
we  re-view  Yarmouth  from  the  Solent,  and  notice  its 
advantageous  position,  both  as  regards  the  island  and 
the  opposite  coast.  Little  to  interest  now  occurs,  till 
the  entrance  to  Newtown  River,  and  Thorness  Bay, 
afford  prospects  of  some  fine  interior  scenery,  backed  by 
the  range  of  downs  that  stretches  from  Freshwater  to 
Gatcombe.  Gurnard's  Bay,  Wood  Vale,  and  Egypt 
House,  are  then  the  only  objects  that  solicit  attention, 
until  we  are  once  more  called  upon  to  admire  the  de- 
lightful situation  of  Cowes,  and  regain  the  point  from 
wiiich  we  started. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  GEOLOGICAL  MAP  OF 

THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
BY  GIDEON  ALGERNON  MANTELL,  ESQ.  L.L.D.,  F.R.S.,  &c. 


THE  Geological  Map  annexed  to  the  present  edition  is  from 
the  work  entitled  "  Geological  Excursions  round  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  along  the  adjacent  Coasts  of  Hampshire  and  Dor- 
setshire ;"  a  volume  indispensable  for  the  tourist  desirous  of 
comprehending  the  objects  of  interest  with  which  the  Island 
abounds,  and  who  has  leisure  to  visit  and  explore  the  localities 
celebrated  for  the  extraordinary  nature  and  variety  of  their 
fossil  productions. 

To  render  this  map  instructive  to  the  general  reader,  it  is 
necessary  to  explain  the  principle  on  which  such  charts  are 
constructed.  The  intelligent  observer  is,  of  course,  aware  that 
the  surface  of  every  country  is  more  or  less  covered  by 
vegetable  soil,  and  that  beneath  this  superficial  layer  of  earth 
there  are  beds  of  loam,  clay,  sand,  gravel,  &c.  of  various  thick- 
ness and  extent,  which  often  abound  in  boulders  and  large 
waterworn  masses  of  stone,  derived  either  from  the  strata  of 
the  surrounding  district,  or  from  the  rocks  of  distant  countries, 
and  that  have  been  transported  at  some  remote  period  to  their 
present  situation.  They  frequently  contain  bones  of  extinct 
mammalia.  These  accumulations  of  alluvial  detritus  were 
formerly  distinguished  by  the  general  name  of  Diluvium,  or 
diluvial  deposits,  and  their  formation  was  ascribed  to  the 
effects  of  an  universal  deluge ;  but  they  are  now  called 
"  Drift',"  a  term  significant  of  their  origin  from  aqueous  or 
glacial  transport. 

These  heterogeneous  deposits  are  distributed  over  the  funda- 
mental strata  of  the  country,  which  they  conceal  from  observa- 
tion, except  where  the  latter  are  exposed  to  view  by  natural 
sections  — as  sea-cliffs,  ravines,  and  precipitous  escarpments, — 
or  by  artificial  openings,  as  quarries,  railway-works,  well- 
sinkings,  &c.  The  geographical  distribution  of  the  regular 
deposits  beneath  the  superficial  drift  and  vegetable  earth,  is 
indicated  by  the  colours  on  the  annexed  Map  ;  the  section 
from  West  Cowes  across  the  Island  to  the  Undercliff,  shews 
the  order  of  succession  of  the  three  groups  of  strata  com- 
posing the  Isle  of  Wight ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  manner  in 
which  these  have  been  deposited  upon  each  other.  This 
order  of  superposition  determines  the  chronology  or  relative 
antiquity  of  each  formation,  for  it  is  obvious  that  the  lowermost 
beds  must  be  more  ancient  than  those  which  lie  upon  them. 
The  strata,  though  originally  deposited  in  horizontal  layers, 
are  now  more  or  less  inclined,  in  consequence  of  the  subter- 


ranean  disturbances  which  have  taken  place  from  the  effects 
of  earthquakes  and  other  volcanic  phenomena  since  their  origi- 
nal deposition  and  consolidation ;  hence  the  varied  aspect  of 
the  physical  geography  of  the  district. 

The  Geological  Map  is  intended  to  render  the  order  and 
succession  of  the  principal  groups  of  deposits  obvious,  and 
enable  the  observer  to  comprehend  the  lithological  character 
of  the  rocks  distributed  over  a  given  area,  and  the  nature  of 
the  organic  remains  they  may  contain.  In  the  present 
necessarily  concise  explanation  no  details  can  be  admitted, 
and  it  must  suffice  to  state  that  the  strata  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  constitute  three  natural  groups  or  formations,* 
which  are  severally  denoted  by  distinct  colours  :  thus,  the 
WEALDEN  beds  are  indicated  by  the  sienna  tint,  the  CRETA- 
CEOUS by  blue,  and  the  TERTIARY  or  EOCENE,  by  pink  :  the 
subdivisions  are  defined  by  lines  of  shading,  as  shewn  in  the 
table  of  explanation  on  the  map.  Referring  the  reader  inter- 
ested in  the  subject  to  the  work  previously  named,  a  brief 
summary  of  the  characters  of  the  several  formations  must  close 
this  notice. 

I.  The  WEALDEN.  This  formation  consists  of  an  extensive 
series  of  clays,  sands,  sandstones,  and  limestones,  the  aggre- 
gated thickness  of  which  is  upwards  of  1 000  feet.  These  strata 
are  characterized  by  the  abundance  of  univalve  and  bivalve 
shells,  and  minute  crustaceans,  of  species  that  exclusively 
inhabit  rivers,  lakes,  and  pools  of  freshwater  ;  with  these  are 
associated  bones,  teeth,  and  scales,  of  marine  and  fluviatile  fishes ; 
and  the  bones  and  teeth  of  gigantic,  terrestrial  and  aquatic 
reptiles ;  and  the  stems,  foliage,  and  fruit,  of  pines,  firs, 
cypresses,  cycadeous  plants,  ferns,  and  other  land  vegetables. 
But  few  vestiges  of  marine  plants  and  animals  have  been 
observed.  The  Wealden  strata  are  evidently  the  sediments  of 
a  vast  river  that  flowed  through  an  extensive  island  or  conti- 
nent which  was  inhabited  by  the  extinct  colossal,  terrestrial 
animals,  whose  remains  are  therein  imbedded,  with  vestiges  of 
the  forests  of  coniferous  trees  and  arborescent  ferns,  that  con- 
stituted the  flora  of  the  country. 

The  line  of  cliffs  extending  from  the  west  of  Atherfield  Point 
to  near  Compton  Bay,  and  that  from  Redcliff  in  Sandown 
Bay  to  the  Fort  (coloured  sienna  on  the  map),  are  natural 
sections  of  the  Wealden  deposits  ;  and  along  the  shores  in 
these  localities  bones  of  the  enormous  extinct  reptiles,  the 
Iguanodon,  Hylseosaurus,  Cetiosaurus,  &c.  are  continually 
exposed  by  the  encroachments  of  the  sea  on  the  wasting  cliffs. 

II.  The  CRETACEOUS,  or  CHALK  FORMATION.  Under  this 
term  are  comprised  the  strata  which  overlie  and  conceal  the 

*  Formation  is  a  geological  term  applied  to  a  series  or  group  of  deposits 
formed  under  like  conditions  during  the  same  epoch,  and  characterized 
by  similar  types  of  animal  and  vegetable  organisms. 
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Wealden,  and  constitute  the  southern  half  of  the  Island,  as 
shewn  by  the  blue  colour.  The  lowermost  series  (the  Lower 
Greensand}  consists  of  sands  and  clays,  with  bands  of  cherty 
limestone  ;  above  this  group  is  a  thick  bed  of  stiff  blue  marl  or 
clay,  termed  Gait,  or  Folkstone  marl;  on  this  are  strata 
composed  of  marl,  with  an  intermixture  of  particles  of  green 
silicate  of  iron,  the  consolidated  layers  of  which  constitute 
the  limestone  provincially  called  Firestone,  a  term  now  gene- 
rally employed  by  geologists  to  designate  these  arenaceous 
marly  deposits.  The  uppermost  series  of  the  Cretaceous 
system  consists  of  strata  of  white  limestone,  composed  of  the 
substance  generally  known  as  chalk,  with  layers  and  nodules 
of  flint.*  The  four  subdivisions  of  this  extensive  formation, 
namely,  the  Lower  Greensand,  Gait,  Firestone,  and  Chalk, 
amount  in  aggregate  thickness  to  nearly  1500  feet;  they  are 
severally  expressed  on  the  map  by  different  lines  of  shading. 

The  organic  remains  of  the  Cretaceous  system  are  entirely 
marine,  with  the  exception   of  a  few  vestiges  of  terrestrial 
reptiles  and  plants  analogous  to  those  of  the  Wealden.     They 
consist  of  many  hundred  species  of  extinct  genera  of  bivalves  and 
univalves,  and  of  corals  and  other  zoophytes;  of  crustaceans,  star- 
fishes, crinoideans,  sea-urchins,  and  numerous  fishes.    The  sub- 
divisions of  the  formation  are  characterized  by  peculiar  fossils  ; 
but  throughout  the  entire  system  there  is  a  general  resemblance 
in  the  predominating  types  of  animal  and  vegetable  forms,  shew- 
ing that  the  various  strata  were  deposited  in  the  basin  of  the 
same  ocean,  and  under  like  physical  conditions.     From  the 
variable  composition  of  the  Cretaceous  strata  much  diversity 
has  been  imparted  to  the  geographical  features  of  the  tracts 
they  occupy.     The  picturesque  character  of  the  bold  escarp- 
ments produced  by  the  disrupted  masses  of  the  Upper  Chalk  is 
displayed  in  the  beautiful  sketches  of  Freshwater  Bay  (p.  92), 
and  o*f   Scratchell's   Bay   and  the   Needles   (p.    97).      The 
charming  effect  produced  by  the  degradation  of  the  cliffs  of 
the  Lower  Greensand  deposits,  is  exemplified  in  the  views  of 
Black  Gang  Chine  (p.  83),  and  Shankliu  Chine  (p.  64  and 
66)  ;  and  the  lovely  scenery  to  which  the  faults  and  slips  of  the 
Firestone  and  Gait  strata  have  given  rise,  is  shewn  by  that  part 
of  the  southern  coast  known  as  "  The  UNDERCLIFF,"   and 
delineated  in  the  sketches  of  Bonchurch,  Ventnor  Cove  (p.  77), 
and  Puckaster  Cove  (p.  80)  ;   while  the  fine  chain  of  Downs, 
rising  in  many   places  to  an  altitude  of  800  or  900   feet, 
exhibits  the  usual  features  of  the  smooth  rounded  masses  inter- 
sected by  gentle  valleys,  so  characteristic  of  the   mountain 
range  of  the  white  chalk  strata ;  St.  Boniface  Down  (p.  73), 
and  the  sketch  of  the  Down  behind  Carisbrooke  Castle  (p.  47), 
are  examples  of  this  scenery. 

*  For  a  popular  account  of  the  nature  and  formation  of  chalk  and  flint, 
see  "  THOUGHTS  ON  A  PEBBLE,"  eighth  edition. 
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III.  The  EOCENE,  or  Ancient  Tertiary  System.  The  strata 
above  the  chalk  extend  over  the  northern  half  of  the  Island. 
They  are  subdivided  into  two  groups ;  the  lowermost  consists 
chiefly  of  stiff  blue,  brown,  and  party-coloured  clays,  with  alter- 
nations of  layers  of  sand,  gravel,  loam,  &c.  abounding  in  marine 
shells,  crustaceans,  fishes,  &c.  of  extinct  species,  and  distinct 
from  any  that  have  been  observed  in  the  cretaceous  strata 
on  which  these  beds  are  superposed.  This  group  is  commonly 
designated  the  London  Clay,  from  the  strata  and  fossils  cor- 
responding in  character  with  those  on  which  the  metropolis  is 
situated.  It  extends  from  White  Cliff  Bay  on  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  Island,  along  the  northern  flank  of  the 
Chalk  Downs  to  Alum  Bay  ;  in  the  latter  place,  a  fine  preci- 
pitous section  of  the  clays  and  sands  is  exposed,  and  the 
locality  is  well  known  to  the  tourist,  from  the  richly  varied 
colours  of  the  cliffs  (p.  97),  being  strikingly  contrasted  with 
the  pure  white  rocks  of  the  Needles  and  the  adjacent  Downs. 

The  upper  tertiary  series  consists  of  sands,  clays,  and  bands 
of  good  building  limestone,  abounding  in  freshwater  shells  and 
vegetables,  many  of  the  layers  consisting  of  various  kinds  of 
lacustrine  snails,  and  aquatic  plants,  consolidated  by  an  infil- 
tration of  carbonate  of  lime.  In  these  deposits  bones  and 
teeth  of  extinct  mammalia  allied  to  the  Tapir,  Peccary,*  &c. 
and  bones  of  Crocodiles  and  Turtles,  are  occasionally  found. 
These  strata  form  the  northern  coast  of  the  Island;  their 
extent  is  indicated  on  the  map  by  the  unshaded  pink  tint. 

The  scenery  produced  by  the  tertiary  strata,  though  less 
bold  than  that  of  the  tracts  formed  by  the  Chalk,  is  in  many 
localities  eminently  beautiful ;  the  gentle  valleys  and  seques- 
tered dells  and  coves,  dispersed  here  and  there  over  the 
northern  district  and  along  its  shores,  imparting  a  charming 
variety  to  the  landscape.  The  numerous  illustrations  of  this 
part  of  the  Island,  given  in  the  preceding  pages  (from  p.  24 
to  41),  well  exhibit  the  characters  of  the  tertiary  scenery. 
Brading  (p.  28),  Bembridge  (p.  30),  Hyde  (p.  9),  Cowes 
(p.  33),  Her  Majesty's  Marine  Residence  (p.  40),  and  Yar- 
mouth (p.  100),  are  situated  on  these  deposits. 

The  most  interesting  geological  features  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  the  localities  where  fossils  may  be  obtained,  with 
figures  and  descriptions  of  the  most  important  species,  are  de- 
scribed in  my  "GEOLOGICAL  EXCURSIONS  round  the  Island." 
The  visitor  at  Ryde  may  obtain  personal  information  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Fowlstone  (Lapidary),  4,  Victoria  Arcade,  and  at 
Yarmouth,  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  intelligent  host  of  the  Bugle  Inn. 

Chester  Square,  Pimlico. 
September,  1850. 

"  Bones  and  teeth  of  Palseotherium,  Anoplotherium,  Dichobune,  &c.  of 
the  same  species  as  the  remains  found  at  Montmartre,  near  Paris,  have 
been  obtained  from  the  limestone  at  Binstead  and  other  places  near  Ryde. 
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APPENDIX. 


TOUES    FEOM   EYDE. 


Carriages  are  let  out  by  the  Day, 

FOUR    DAYS*    TOUR. 

Mile,  or  Hour,  as  may  be  wished. 

1 

Miles. 

Mr.  Knight,  No.   6,  Union  Street, 

JL 

and  Mr.  Snudden,    No.  5,  Player 

Ryde  to  St  Helens 
Brading    . 

.  4 

.  2 

Street,  and  several  others  in  Ryde, 

Yaverland 

.   1 

keep  a  good  supply  both  of  carriages 
and  horses. 

Bembridge 
Sandown  . 

T    nl*~ 

.  3 
.  4 

Lake         . 

Shanklin  .         .         . 

.  2 

Bonchurch 

.  3 

Ventnor  . 

.  1—21 

THREE    DAYS'    TOUR. 

2 

1                    Miles. 

Ventnor  to  Steephill 

.  1 

Ryde  to  Brading  .         .         .4 

St.  Lawrence     . 

.  1 

Sandown  .         .         .         .2 

Sandrock  and  Niton  . 

.  3 

Lake         .         .         .         .1 

Blackgang  Chine 

.  2 

Shanklin  .         .         .         .2 

Kingston  . 

.  2 

Luccombe         .         .         .2 

Shorwell  . 

.  2 

Bonchurch        .         .         .1 

Brixton     • 

.  2 

Ventnor  .         .         .         .1 

Mottistone 

.  2 

Steephill  .         .                  .1 

Brooke     . 

.  2 

St.  Lawrence    .         .         .1 

Freshwater  Gate 

.  4—21 

Sandrock           .         .         .  3  —  18 

3 

2 

Freshwater  Gate  to 

Sandrock  to  Blackgang             2 

Alum  Bay 

.  2 

Chale        .         .                     1 

Freshwater 

.  2 

Kingston  .         .                     2 

Yarmouth 

.  4 

Shorwell  .         .                     2 

Shalfleet  . 

.  4 

Brixton     .         .                     2 

Newtown  . 

.  1 

Mottistone        .                     2 

Carisbrook 

.  5 

Brooke      .         .                     2 

Newport  . 

.  1 

Freshwater  Gate                    5 

West  Cowes 

.  5—24 

Alum  Bay         .                     2—20 

4 

3 

Ferry  to  East  Cowes. 

Alum  Bay  to  Freshwater        .  2 

Whippingham  . 

.  2 

Yarmouth                            .  3 

Newport  . 

.  3 

Shalfleet   .                           .  4 

Shide 

.  1 

Newtown  .                           .  1 

Arreton    . 

.  2 

Carisbrook                           .  5 

Godshill  . 

.  4 

Newport  .                           .  1J 

Appuldurcombe 

.  I 

Wootton  Common              .  2J 

Newchurch 

.  4 

Wootton  Bridge                  .  1£ 

Ashey  Down     . 

.  2 

Ryde         .         .                  .  3^-23 

Ryde 

.  4—23 
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TOUES  FEOM  ETDE. 


ONE  DAV  JOURNEYS. 


Miles. 

Miles. 

Ryde  to  Brading  . 

.  4 

Ryde  to  Newport 

.  7 

Sandown  . 

.  2 

Carisbrook 

.  1 

Lake 

.  1 

Gatcombe 

.  2 

Shanklin  . 

.  2 

Chale 

.  6 

Bon  church 

.  3 

Blackgang  Chine 

.  1 

Yentnor    . 

.  1 

Merston   . 

.  7 

Wroxall  . 

.  2 

Arreton    . 

.  1 

Appuldurcombe 

.  1 

Haven-street     . 

.  3 

Newchurch 

.  3 

Ryde 

.  3—31 

Ashey  Down     . 

.  2 

Ryde 

.  4—25 

Ryde  to  Wootton 

.  3 

Ryde  to  St.  Helens 

.  4 

Newport  . 

.  4 

Brading    . 

.  2 

Carisbrook 

.  1 

Yaverland 

.  1 

West  Cowes 

.  6 

Bembridge 

.  3 

Newport  . 

.  5 

Sandown  . 

.  4 

Ryde 

.  7—26 

Lake 

.  1 

Or  ferry  to  East  Cowes  — 

Shanklin  . 

.  2 

Whippingham  . 

.  3 

Return  to  Brading    . 

.  5 

Wootton  Bridge 

.  3 

Ryde 

,  4—26 

Ryde 

.  3—23 
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TOURS  FROM  COWES. 


FIRST   DAY. 

Miles. 

Miles. 

St.  Catherine's  Lighthouse 

04 

To  Northwood 

.  24 

Niton       .... 

Barracks  and  Prison  . 

•  14 

St.  Lawrence     . 

24 

Newport  . 

.  1 

SteephUl  .... 

1 

Carisbrooke 

.  1 

Ventnor    . 

1 

Swainstone 

.  3 

Bonchurch 

1 

Calbourne 

.  14 

East  Point 

1 

Thorley    . 

.  4 

Luccombe  Chine       .         . 

1 

Yarmouth 

.  2 

Shanklin  .... 

1—24 

Alum  Bay 

.  6 

Needles  Lighthouse  . 

.  1 

THIRD    DAY. 

Freshwater  Gate 

.  34-27 

To  Sandown 

3 

SECOND    DAY. 

Yaverland 

2 

To  Brooke  . 

.  4 

Bembridge 

3 

Mottistone 

.  1 

St.  Helen's 

1 

Brixton    . 

.  2 

The  Priory 

1 

Shorwell  . 

.  2 

St.  Clare  .         .         .         . 

2 

Kingstone 

•  li 

Ryde        . 

1 

Chale        . 

.  3 

Wootton  Bridge 

3z 

Blackgang  Chine 

-  0£ 

Whippingham  . 

54 

Sandrock  Spring 

.  04 

East  Cowes 

2—22 

DAY  JOURNEYS  FROM  NEWPORT. 

WEST. 

SOUTH. 

To  Carisbrooke     . 

.  1 

To  Arreton 

4 

Shorwell  . 

.  4 

Shanklin                              . 

6 

Brixton     .         . 

•  2 

Luccombe  Chine 

1 

Mottistone 

.  1 

Undercliff         .         .         . 

1 

Brooke 

.  2 

Bonchurch 

1 

Freshwater  Gate 

.  4 

Ventnor                               . 

1 

Needles  Lighthouse  . 

.  34 

Steephill  . 

1 

Alum  Bay 

.  1 

St.  Lawrence     . 

1 

Yarmouth 

.  6 

Niton       . 

24 

Thorley    . 

.  2 

St.  Catherine's  Lighthouse 

04 

Calbourne 

.  4 

Sandrock  Spring 

64 

Swainstone 

•   14 

Blackgang  Chine 

Oi 

Carisbrooke 

.  1 

Rookley  . 

6 

Newport  . 

.  1—36 

Newport  .... 

5—31 
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RYDE    PIER  CHARGES. 

July,  1850. 

PERSONAL   TOLLS. 


Per 

Per 

Per 

week. 

month. 

quarter. 

*.    d. 

*.   d. 

*.    d. 

For  one  person    ...... 

1     6 

5     0 

10     0 

For  a  Family  of  two  Persons 

2     6 

8     0 

16     0 

For  the  third  and  fourth  Person  in  a  Family    . 

1     0 

3     0 

7     6 

For  the  fifth  and  sixth  Person  in  a  Family 

0    9 

2     6 

5     0 

For  every  additional  Person  in  a  Family 

0     6 

1     6 

3     6 

For  every  Servant  in  the  service  of  any  Per-  \ 

son  compounding,  not  being  a  Porter  in  1 

ft      d 

2       A 

a      A 

the  employ  of  an  Innkeeper,  Boarding  or  j 

v        U 

V 

o     o 

Lodging  House  Keeper                                ) 

In  taking  the  number  of  a  Family  on  Compositions  for  a  Month  or 
longer,  Children  under  seven  years  of  age  will  not  be  reckoned. 

All  Compositions  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  the  Agreement  will  not  be 
admitted  until  the  Amount  is  paid. 

A  Composition  of  Two  Shillings  and  Sixpence  per  annum  to  be  paid  by 
all  Pilots,  Fishermen,  or  Boatmen,  resident  in  Ryde,  or  within  a  mile 
thereof,  and  using  the  Pier  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  and  from  their  re- 
spective Boats  and  Vessels  :  such  Composition  to  be  paid  in  advance  on  the 
first  day  of  July  in  each  year. 

No  Composition  will  be  allowed  in  lieu  of  the  Tolls  on  Goods,  Wares, 
and  Merchandize. 

TOLLS    ON    LUGGAGE    AND    MERCHANDIZE. 

s.    d. 
A  single  Trunk,  Box  or  Parcel,  not  exceeding  56  Ibs.  in  weight          0     1 

Ditto  exceeding  56  Ibs.  and  not  exceeding  112  Ibs.         .  .02 

A  Barrow  Load  .  .  .  .  .06 

A  Truck  Load  .  .  .  .  .10 

For  every  Package  or  article  of  Luggage  or  Merchandize  exceeding 

112  Ibs.  and  not  exceeding  2  cwt.  .  .  .03 

Ditto     Ditto     exceeding  2  cwt.  to  be  charged  per  cwt.  .     0     3 

For  every  Chair  drawn  by  hand       .  .  .  .04 


All  Articles  qf  Luygagc  or  Merchandize  together  not  exceeding  14  Ibs.  in 
weight,  and  carried  in  the  Jtand  oj  the  owner,  to  be  exempt  from  Toll. 


Ill 

RYDE  PIER-cowfmwed.-PORTERAGE. 

s.    d. 

A  single  Trunk,  Box,  or  Parcel,  not  exceeding  14  Ibs.  in  weight — 
from  or  to  any  part  of  the  Pier,  from  or  to  any  part  of  Ryde, 
between  the  lower  corners  of  Union  Street  and  George  Street  0  2 

Ditto  exceeding  1 4  Ibs  and  not  exceeding  28  Ibs.  Ditto         .     0     3 

Ditto  exceeding  28  Ibs.  and  not  exceeding  56  Ibs.  Ditto         .     0     4 

Ditto  exceeding  56  Ibs.  and  not  exceeding  112  Ibs.          Ditto         .    0     5 

A  single  Trunk,  Box,  or  Parcel,  not  exceeding  14  Ibs.  in  weight. — 
beyond  the  lower  corners  of  Union  Street  or  George  Street, 
and  lying  between  Dover  Street  on  the  east,  Melville  Street 
and  Lind  Street  on  the  south,  and  West  Street  on  the  west, 
including  so  much  of  Melville  Street  as  lies  to  the  west  of 
Dover  Street,  Lind  Street,  the  Crown  Hotel,  and  so  much  of 
Dover  Street  and  "West  Street  as  lies  to  the  northward  of 
Melville  Street  and  Lind  Street  respectively  .  .03 

Ditto  not  exceeding  28  Ibs.  .  Ditto  .  .04 

Ditto  not  exceeding  56  Ibs.  .  Ditto  .  .05 

Ditto  not  exceeding  112  Ibs.  .  Ditto  .  .07 

A  single  Trunk,  Box,  or  Parcel,  not  exceeding  14  Ibs.  in  weight — 
from  or  to  any  part  of  the  Pier,  from  or  to  any  part  of  Ryde, 
beyond  the  limits  secondly  hereinbefore  mentioned,  taking 
the  eastern  extremity  of  the  property  on  the  Strand  leased  to 
Thomas  Dashwood,  and  Monkton  Street,  as  the  boundaries  on 
the  east,  the  Infirmary  as  the  boundary  on  the  south,  and  the 
limits  of  the  Town  of  Ryde  as  the  boundaries  on  the  north  and 
west  .  .  .  .  .  .04 

Ditto  not  exceeding  28  Ibs.  .  Ditto  .  .05 

Ditto  not  exceeding  56  Ibs.  .  Ditto  .  .07 

Ditto  not  exceeding  112  Ibs.  .  Ditto  .  .     0  10 

A  Barrow  Load — from  or  to  any  part  of  the  Pier,  from  or  to  any 
part  of  Ryde  between  the  lower  corners  of  Union  Street  and 
George  Street  .  .  .  .  .06 

A  Truck  Load  .  .  .  Ditto  .  .10 

A  Barrow  Load — from  or  to  any  part  of  the  Pier,  from  or  to  any 
part  of  Ryde  beyond  the  lower  corners  of  Union  Street  or 
George  Street,  taking  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  property  on 
the  Strand  leased  to  Thomas  Dashwood,  and  Monkton  Street 
as  the  boundaries  on  the  east,  the  Infirmary  as  the  boundary 
on  the  south,  and  the  limits  of  the  Town  of  Ryde  as  the  boun- 
daries on  the  west  and  north  .  .  .  .10 

A  Truck  Load  ,  Ditto  .  .  .20 

The  Porterage  for  every  Trunk,  Box,  or  Parcel  exceeding  112  Ibs. 
in  weight  the  like  sum  as  is  hereinbefore  provided  to  be  paid 
for  a  Barrow  Load. 


Passengers  to  have  the  option  of  paying  by  the  Truck  or  Barrow,  or  for 
each  Article. 
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RYDE  CONVEYANCES. 

July,    1850. 

As  changes  are  constantly  taking  place  in  the  Time  Tables  both  of 
the  Steam  Boats  and  the  Railways,  the  Tourist  is  recommended  to 
consult  the  latest  Bradshaw. 


NEW   COMPANY'S    STEAM    PACKETS. 


Leave Ryde for  Portsmouth:  6-45, 

7-30,  8-15,  9-45,  10-45,  12-15, 

1,  3,  4-20,  5-20,  6,  7. 
For  Portsea  :  6-45,  8-15,  10-45, 

12-15,3,  5-20,  7. 
For  Gosport:  7-30,  9-45,  12-15, 

1,  4-20,  6. 


Leave  Portsmouth  for  Ryde :  7-30  ; 

8-30,  9-30,  10-50,  11-50,  1-30, 

2-30,  4,  5-15,  6-10,7-45,8-5. 
Leave  Portsea:  7-20,9-20,10-40, 

11-30,  1-20,  2-15,  3-50,  6,  8. 
Leave  Gosport:  8-15,  11-35,2-20, 

5-5,  7-35. 


SUNDAYS  :  From  Ryde,  6-45  and  7-30  ;  From  Portsmouth,  9-5  and  8-20. 


ROYAL   MAIL    STEAM     PACKETS. 


Leave  Ryde  for  Portsmouth  and 
Gosport  Piers. 

At  6-45,  7-30,  8-15,  9-45,  10-45, 
12-15,  1,  2,4-20,  5-20,  6,  7. 


Leave  Portsmouth  and  Gosport 
Piers  for  Ryde. 

At  7-30,*  8-30,  9-30, 10-50, 11-50, 
1-30,   2-30,   4,   5-15,  6-10,  7, 
7-45. 
*  From  Gosport  10  minutes  earlier ;   but  7-30  from  Portsmouth  only. 

SUNDAYS  :  From  Ryde  at  9-30,  4,  and  7  ;  from  Gosport  and  Portsmouth, 
at  8-30,  2£,  and  6  o'clock. 


Leave  Ryde  for  Cowes  and  South- 
ampton;  journey,  2|  hours. 

Morn.  9-15,10-45.  After.  2-30,5. 


Leave  Southampton  for  Cowes  and 
Ryde ;  journey,  2%  hours. 

Morn.  8-30,  11.     Aft.  1-50.  4-30. 


SUNDAYS  :    From  Ryde,  9-15,2-30;  from  Southampton,  8-40  &  2. 
Cowes  to  Ryde  at  10, 12-30,  3-30,  6-15.        On  Sundays  :  At  10  &  3-30. 


Leave  Lymington  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  at  8  a.m.  for  Yarmouth, 
Cowes,  Ryde,  and  Portsmouth  ;  returning  from  Portsmcuthat  3,  and 
Ryde  at  3-30. 


LONDON,    BRIGHTON,    8s    SOUTH    COAST    RAILWAY. 

From    Portsmouth   to   Brighton  and    London : — Govt.  6  ;    exp.  7-30 ; 

1  &  2  els.  9,  1 1-45,  and  4  ;  exp.  6-30.     Sundays  :  G  vt.  4. 
From  London  to  Brighton  and  Portsmouth : — Govt.  6  ;    1  &  2  els.  9,  10, 

12,  2,  and  4  ;  1  els.  exp.  5.     On  Sundays:  Govt.  7, 10-45. 
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LONDON    and   SOUTH   WESTERN   RAILWAY. 

From  Portsmouth  to  London  : — 1  &  2  els.  6-15  ;  exp.  8-20  ;  Govt.  10-40, 

1-15;  1,2,3  els.  5-10;  mail,  12-45.      Sunday  .-    Govt.  8-40;  1  &  2 

els.  8-40,  5-10;  mail,  12-45. 
From  Gosport  to  London  .— 1  &  2  els.  6.25  ;  exp.  8-30 ;  Govt.  10-50, 

1-25  ;   1,  2,  3  els.  5-25.    Sundays  :  Govt.  8-55  ;  1  &  2  els.  8-55,  5-25. 
Trains  from  the  Waterloo  Station  in  time  for  the  Packets  to  Ryde : — 

Govt.  7  ;  1  &  2  els.  10-30,  1  ;   exp.  11-45  ;  1 ,  2,  3  els.  3-45 ;    1  &  2 

els.  5.     Sundays:   9,  9-45. 

%*  On  Saturdays  a  train  at  4-30  p.m.,  arriving  at  6-45  p.m. 
Trains  from  Gosport  to   Southampton  .— 1  &  2  els.  6-25,  8-30 ;  Govt. 

10-50  ;  1-25,  2-45,  5-25,  7-50.    Sundays:  Govt.  8-55,  5-25,  7-15. 
Trains  from  Southampton  to   Gosport  and  Portsmouth:— 8-5;    Govt. 

9  35  ;    12-55,  2,  3-45,  6-40.     Sundays:  9-30  ;  Govt.  12-35,  8. 


COACHES. 

The  "Rocket"  leaves  Ryde  for  Newport  at  9^,  3^,  and  7,  from  the 
Pier  Hotel.  Leaves  Newport  for  Ryde  at  8,  Jl,  and  5J  ;  journey, 
1  hour.  On  Sundays,  from  Ryde  at  10  &  7J  ;  from  Newport  at  8  &  5. 

The  "  Royal  Mail"  leaves  Ryde  for  Newport  at  11  o'clock,  from  Yelf's 
Hotel.  Leaves  Newport,  on  its  return,  at  £3.  Sundays  excepted. 

The  "  Felicity"  leaves  Ryde  for  Brading,  Sandown,  Shanklin,  Bonchurch, 
and  Ventnor  (Sundays  excepted)  at  11  o'clock,  from  Yelf's  Hotel. 
Leaves  Ventnor,  on  its  return,  at  \1  o'clock  ;  journey,  1\  hours. 

"  The  Rocket"  leaves  the  Royal  Pier  Hotel,  Ryde,  at  9-30,  for  Brading, 
Sandown,  Shanklin,  Bonchurch,  and  Ventnor,  meeting  the  Union  Coach 
to  Sandrock  Hotel,  Blackgang,  Newport,  and  Cowes  ;  and  at  3-30  in  the 
afternoon.  Leaves  the  Marine  Hotel,  Ventnor  at  9-45,  Bonchurch  10, 
and  Shanklin  at  \\\,  for  RYDE,  and  at  3  p.m.  Sundays  excepted. 


CARRIERS. 

Leave  Ryde  for  Newport  daily  at  10  &  6  ;  for  Brading,  Sandown,  Shank- 
lin, Bonchurch  Sf  Ventnor,  daily,  at  3;  for  Sea -view,  Nettlestone,  St. 
Helens,  and  Bembridye,  daily,  at  7  a.m. ;  on  Tuesdays  &  Thursdays,  at 
3  p.m. 

G.  Oakley,  Carrier  by  Railway,  from  London,  daily,  Castle  Road,  Ryde. 

Kemp  and  Williams,  Town  and  Railway  Carriers  ;  office,  3,  Castle  street. 


POST  OFFICE. 

The  Mails  arrive  at  6  a.m.  &  4  p.m.  ;  and  leave  at  6-45  a.m.  &  7-45  p.m. 

Mails  for  Portsmouth,  Gosport,  Fareham,  and  London  forward,  are  dis- 
patched at  11-45  a.m. — making  it  one  day's  post  to  all  parts  of  England. 

The  Letter-box  closes  one  hour  before  the  despatch  of  the  Evening  Mails, 
but  letters  may  be  posted  in  the  Late  Letter  Box  until  Ten  Minutes  before 
the  despatch,  by  affixing  an  additional  stamp. 

The  Letter-box  is  open  on  Sundays,  but  the  Post-office  is  entirely  closed 
throughout  the  day. 

R 
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110YAL  VICTORIA  YACHT  CLUB, 

(AT  KYDE.) 
Corrected  to  August,  1850. 


HER   MOST   GRACIOUS   MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN, 

AND 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  PRINCE  ALBERT. 


THE    COMMITTEE    OF    MANAGEMENT. 

The  Commodore. — George  Holland  Ackers,  Esq. 
The  Vice-Commodore. — Thomas  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 


The  Trustees. 
Sir  James  L.  Caldwell,  K.C.B. 
A.  J.  Hambrough,  Esq. 

John  Vaux,  Esq. 
Heathfield  Smith,  Esq. 


The  Secretary. 
Le  Marchant  Thomas,  Esq. 
Sir  W.  Montagu,  K.C.H. 
J.  C.  Fullarton,  Esq. 
John  Fitter,  Esq. 


TRUSTEES. 

E.  V.  Utterson,  Esq.         George  Young,  Esq. 
Sir  Augustus  Clifford,  Bart. 

Secretary. — Godfrey  Greene  Downes,  Esq. 
CAaplain.—Rev.  A.  J.  Wade,  M.A. 

Surgeon. — R.  W.  Bloxam,  Esq. 
Standing  Counsel. — W.  Knight,   Esq. 

Solicitor.— T.  F.  Cole,  Esq. 
Marine  Painter. — N.  M.  Condy,  Esq. 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  YACHTS. 


PROPRIETOR. 

J.  M.  Button 
Henry  Young 
Sir  John  Walsh       . 
Sir  Ch.  Ibbetson 
J.  D.  Morries  Stirling 
T.  Chamberlayne    . 
Le  Marchant  Thomas 
Lt.-Col.  Freestun    . 
Ed.  C.  Schoefield    . 
G.  H.  Ackers          . 
Welbore  St.  John  . 
Marquis  of  Conyngham 
Henry  Spicer 
Joseph  Weld,  jun. 
Hedworth  Lambton 
John  Wicks    . 
Gregory  Cooke 
T.  Broadwood,  jun. 
C.  H.  Smith   . 
J.  L.  Christie 
Wm.  Smith    . 


NAME. 

NO. 

Albatros 

108 

Alfred      . 
Amazon  . 

43 

27 

Anaconda 

25 

Ariel  . 

64 

Arrow     . 

68 

Aurora   . 

34 

Benita     . 

50 

Bittern    . 

92 

Brilliant  . 

45 

Clymene 

81 

Constance 

6 

Curlew    . 

102 

Curlew    . 

24 

Cygnet    . 
Cynthia  . 
Daring    . 
Dawn 

28 
94 
120 
98 

Delvin    . 

97 

Diana 

121 

Dolphin  . 

112 

TONS. 

PORT. 

76 

Portsmouth 

41 

Biddeford 

75 

Cowes 

110 

Cowes 

72 

Cowes 

84 
48 

Southampton 
Cowes 

65 
42 

Weymouth 
Cowes 

393 
24 

Southampton 
Portsmouth 

218 

Cowes 

18 

London 

15 
35 
50 

Southampton 
Southampton 
London 

30 

London 

51 

Cowes 

40 

Swansea 

62 

London 

217 

London 
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NAME. 

NO. 

PROPRIETOR. 

TONS. 

PORT. 

Dryad      .     .     . 

21 

Wm.  Delafield 

84 

Portsmouth 

Elizabeth 

20 

Robert  Wright 

35 

Southampton 

Enchantress 

51 

Earl  of  Cardigan 

214 

Cowes 

Eudora    .     .     . 

116 

P.  F.  Roe 

60 

Cowes 

Exquisite     .     . 

117 

Edw.  Barlow  .         .         . 

Liverpool 

Fanny 

109 

T.  C.  Hope    . 

44 

Portsmouth 

Fawn       .     .     . 

37 

Richard  Davison 

35 

Belfast 

Fernando 

105 

Major  Martyn 

127 

Portsmouth 

Florence 

113 

Capt.  C.  Thelluson 

34 

Shoreham 

Foam      .     . 

80 

Richard  Antrem      . 

20 

London 

Forest  Fly  .     . 

110 

John  Fitter     . 

37 

Portsmouth 

Freak      .     .     . 

65 

Wm.  Curling  . 

60 

Poole 

Gem  .... 

1 

T.  W.  Fleming 

125 

Cowes 

Gondola  .     .     . 

40 

W.  H.  Woodhouse  . 

87 

Cowes 

Harriett  .     .     . 

107 

E.  H.  B.  Baldock    . 

68 

Southampton 

Hebe       .     .     . 

103 

Rev.  C.  Fryer 

60 

London 

Heroine  .     .     . 

75 

Richard  Wright 

35 

Portsmouth 

lanthe     .     .     . 

82 

Arthur  B.  Kingston 

16 

Lymington 

Julia  .... 

31 

Geo.  Greenland 

42 

London 

Leveret  .     . 

72 

Nicholas  P.  O'Shee 

36 

Cowes 

Little  Gauntlett 

76 

John  Penrice  . 

15 

Portsmouth 

Loelia     .     .     . 

14 

Twysden  Hodges     . 

75 

Lucifer   .     ,     . 

65 

Wm.  Curling 

40 

Ramsgate 

Magician      .     . 

61 

Joseph  Parker 

60 

Southampton 

Maid  of  the  Mist 

93 

T.  P.  Smyth  . 

31 

Plymouth 

Mary       .     .     . 

113 

Capt.  C.  Thelluson 

16 

Shoreham 

Maud 

56 

Thomas  Legh 

119 

Cowes 

Midge     .     .     . 

12 

William  Anderson  . 

37 

Cowes 

Mona 

62 

W.  L.  Drinkwater  .         . 

15 

Douglas 

Nora       .     .     . 

13 

Robert  Bell    . 

27 

Shoreham 

Osprey    .     .     . 

16 

John  Petre 

59 

Portsmouth 

Osprey    .     .     . 

118 

Henry  Goodden      .         . 

45 

Cowes 

Pearl  .... 

18 

Marquis  of  Anglesea 

130 

Southampton 

Petrel  "... 

23 

Earl  of  Ilchester     . 

98 

Southampton 

Princess  Olga   . 

52 

Thomas  Rutherfoorth 

Cowes 

Ripple     .     . 

114 

Rowland  J.  Cooper 

40 

Lymington 

Sea  Flower  .     . 

69 

George  Best   .         .         . 

35 

Portsmouth 

Secret     .     . 

101 

George  Whitehead  . 

35 

London 

Stranger      .     . 

70 

Florence  Young 

28 

London 

Sultana   .     . 

41 

R.  C.  Nay  lor 

100 

Cowes 

Sunbeam     .     . 

13 

Robert  Bell     . 

18 

Shoreham 

Surprise  .     .     . 

40 

W.  H.  Woodhouse 

15 

Cowes 

Talisman      .     . 

95 

Capt.  H.  N.  Smith,  R.  E. 

96 

Cowes 

Titania    .     .     . 

38 

J.  C.  Mansel  . 

30 

Dover 

Vesta      .     .     . 

86 

Lord  Newborough  . 

240 

Carnarvon 

Wave      .     .     . 

48 

Edward  Dawes 

20 

Cowes 

Whim     .     .     . 

90 

Robert  Gordon        .         . 

50 

Cowes 

Wildfire  .     .     . 

46 

Fred.  Thynne 

42 

Cowes 

Xarifa     .     •     • 

29 

Earl  of  Wilton 

209 

Cowes 

Zephyretta  .     . 

91 

Henry  B.  Webster  . 

180 

Portsmouth 
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ROYAL    YACHT    SQUADRON, 

(AT  COWES.) 
Corrected  to  August,  1850- 

HER  MOST  GRACIOUS  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN, 

AND 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  PRINCE  ALBERT. 


Commodore.— THE  RIGHT  HON.  THE  EARL  OF  WILTON. 
Vice-Commodore, — C.  R.  M.  TALBOT,  Esa.  M.P. 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  YACHTS. 

NAME. 

NO. 

PROPRIETOR. 

TONS. 

PORT. 

Adelaide  . 

119 

Sir  R.  G.  Booth      . 

142 

Sligo 

Admiralty  Yacht 

5 

First  Lord  of  Admiralty  . 

Alarm 

6 

Joseph  Weld  . 

193 

Southampton 

Amazon   . 

71 

Sir  J.  B.  Walsh      . 

75 

Cowes 

Amulet     . 

129 

John  Thomson 

51 

Cowes 

Apsara 

16 

Earl  of  Orkney 

53 

Cowes 

Ariel  (cutter)    . 

110 

J.  D.  M.  Stirling    . 

71 

Cowes 

Ariel  (schooner) 

145 

Sir  G.  H.  S.  Douglas      . 

118 

Cowes 

Arrow 

144 

T.  Chamberlayne     .         . 

84 

Southampton 

Aurora 

140 

Le  Marcbant  Thomas 

47 

Cowes 

Bacchante 

116 

Benj.  H.  Jones 

80 

Poole 

Ballerina 

85 

John  Davenport      . 

117 

Portsmouth 

Bianca 

142 

C.  P.  Leslie    . 

32 

Portsmouth 

Brilliant  . 

65 

G.  H.  Ackers 

392 

Southampton 

Caiman    . 

148 

Marquis  of  Ailsa     . 

76 

Capricorn 

12 

C.  R.  M.  Talbot      . 

313 

Southampton 

Claymore 

155 

Arch.  Campbell 

118 

Southampton 

Columbine 

69 

J.  H.  Smith-Barry  . 

90 

Cork 

Constance 

88 

Marquis  of  Conyngham  . 

218 

Cowes 

Coral  Queen     . 

159 

Lord  Wm.  Beresford 

117 

Portsmouth 

Corsair     . 

165 

Joseph  Gee    .        . 

84 

Cowes 

Cygnet 

152 

Hedworth  Lambton 

35 

Destiny    .         . 

154 

Wm.  Wells     . 

107 

Portsmouth 

Dolphin  .         . 

168 

Wm.  Smith    .         . 

217 

Portsmouth 

Dream 

51 

Geo.  Bentinck 

124 

Portsmouth 

Dryad 

33 

Wm.  Delafield 

85 

Portsmouth 

Duchess  . 

160 

Viscount  Somerton 

31 

Portsmouth 

Eagle 

120 

C.  Ruding      . 

53 

Eagle  (schooner) 

177 

James  V.  Allen 

60 

Edith 

78 

J.  C.  Ewart    . 

70 

Liverpool 

Elizabeth 

45 

Hon.  A.  Morton 

65 

Cowes 

Enchantress     . 

157 

Earl  of  Cardigan     .         . 

213 

Cowes 

Erminia  . 

56 

Earl  of  Ellesmere    . 

220 

Portsmouth 

Fair  Rosamond 

47 

William  Lyon 

123 

Portsmouth 

Fairy 

161 

Sir  H.  St.  John  Mildmay 

143 

Cowes 

Fernande 

163 

Major  M.  Martyn  . 

125 

Portsmouth 

Fanny 

95 

Sir  Edw.  Scott 

91 

Cowes 

Fenella    . 

141 

John  Gray 

47 

Cowes 

Flower  of  Yarrow 

32 

Lord  John  Scott     .         . 

183 

117 


NAME. 

NO. 

PROPRIETOR. 

TONS.  ' 

PORT. 

Foam 

158 

fohn  Tomline 

88 

Portsmouth 

Flirt 

174 

3ol.  Sir  C.  F.  Maclean      . 

155 

^owes 

Freak 

175 

Wm.  Curling              .         . 
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H.  C.  Goodden 

45 

Cowes 

Pearl 

1 

Marquis  of  Anglesey 

130 

Southampton 

Petrel 

12 

Earl  of  Ilchester 

98 

Southampton 

Plover 

171 

Major  H.  Brown 

35 

Resolution 

98 

Duke  of  Rutland 

164 

Southampton 

Rowena    . 

63 

Geo.  Simpson  .         .         • 

33 

Southampton 

Sapphire  . 

25 
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